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b7C

Mar. 4, 1961
Dear Mr. Hoover -
Please tell me whether there is any opinion held

by The F.B.I. or any other government group regarding loyalty
of C.O.R.E.

There are whispers here that Army Intelligence
holds This group ""quasi-Subversive". I fail to see any thing
Subersive in any way about C.O.R.E,

' Would you help me clear C.O. R. E, if you do.
. not have evidence of disloyalty? S—

Sincerely,

b7C
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March 13, 1961

m v_' gf;g-a,u; ATIOH ucmmm
: uwcmssnﬂso

/3O éﬂf@f @uﬂz
Your letter postmarked March 6, 1961, has been
raceived, and the interest which prompted you to wrlte is

appreciated.

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such,
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I
regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer
in this connection ecither that we do or that we do not have data in
our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. I, of course, am
unable to speak for any other Government agency with regard to
the group you mentioned in your comm.unication.

p<t ]
‘Enclosed is son:2 literature pertaining to the general "

subject of communism which may be of interest. (A
— Sincerely yours B -
AL R ] y yours, ,\ R {f“,
9 L e
MAR 1 4 1551 i; {" ” .8 o
(__commrm | ¢ oo -

John Edgar Hoover :
T Director W

Enclosures (6)

,_ 17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction

What You Can Do To Flght Communism
Director's speech of 10-18-60

Expose of Soviet Espionage ' He
Communist Target-- Youth C

.One Nation's Response To Communism

%WE:p‘jhk-’ \ See NOTE next page. ;o
® N e
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?V‘j [66- 315599 - /7'/ o March 8, 1961
b7C
CGNTA\NED
~ somaren AL \NFORMAT\G? |
gi’;i;’“::i%g;‘iﬁ’“sfﬁz&““mh HERE | cmg@ﬂm B
alesburg, Illinois ~ DAT .
p7c  Dear / / / 8> yﬂ? N/
| Q-13-G6 SSA990 é/qEDD Ca L
" Your letter dated February 28, 1961, has r( ¥

received, M

Although I would like to be of gervice, the functions
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency do
not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as to the
character or integrity of any organization, publication or individual.
I regret that I am unable to help you and bope yeu will not infer either

- that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating to the
subjects of your inquiry. M

In View of your interest, I am enclosing material on
the subject of communism available for general distmbution by this

Bureau. [,I
v Sincerely yours,
; PR AR RA I : _
’ John Edgar Hoover
Director
Enclomrgs (V.1 S
- Tolson - What You Can Do To Fight Communism . N
v " —— How To Beat Communism = \
Betmont Director's Spgech,lo -18-60 : o M ‘
Contad . Press Release 12-22-60 - %
Brane Series from Christianity Today o : c’*‘*?&’? ,
Rosen Communist Target--Youth . N }gﬂ e
Troner Expose of Soviet Esplonage /(
”T"efé_sgi‘;;"" -~ SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 3 [ ‘
z Limb (3)

MAIL RooMl:] TELET,\{@{,U?T
%:3 1"". ety
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- FI. UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ‘

Prairie and Ferris Streets
KERMIT W. PETERSEN GALESBURG, ILLINOIS
Minister
JAMES E. RAY
Assistant Minister
MISS RUTH McKIE

Assistant in
Christian Education

February 28, 1961

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

A request for donations from our local
Council of Churches has been received and the
names of two organizations have been related
to the request. We have no knowledge of the
aims or personnel of these organizations and
T would appreciate any information that you
may give us which might guide us in our rela-
tionship to them. They are:

1. The Congress of Racial Equality
2. The Peacemakers

The address of the latter organization

is given as 10208 Sylvan Avenue, Cincinnati 41,

Ohio. Thank you for whatever guidance you may
be able to give us.

Sincerely vours

. A

b7C

3
o AN

g Af? 51‘3
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- Malone

4/24/ 61

AIRTEL
/To: SAC, Atlanta. N oF 3
ot Director, FBI . L '
\}» %NGRESS OF RACI&L EQU&LITY
RACIAL MATTERS N 3 b

41829

, Information has been received at the Bureau that subject
. organization is sponsoring a movement called "Freedom Ride 1961."
. / A group of specially trained volunteers will sake a noaviolent
attempt to complete the integration of bus service and related
public accomodations in the South next month,

N The movement is scheduled to start in Washington, D, C.,
/ on May 2 and will end in New Orleans two weeks later. Participants
/ ~8re supposedly to challenge segregation in the bupes themselves,
in restaurants and in rest rooms, MNass weetings and rallies gre
nupposadly scheduled in cities and colleges tm the route, 13?

A1l offices receiving copies of »u airtel should alert
their informants, local authorities and furaish the Bureau promptly
all developments along the lines as set forsh . ve. Thereafter
follow with a letterhead memorandum nitubh or dissemination,
Submit original and seven copies, Q(

5 % -~ Raltimore 2 - Niami
o &£ 52 - Birmingham ' 2 - Nobile
g 1 <2 - Charlotte - ' 2 « Nev Orleans
2 ~ 22 = Dallas 2 « Norfolk
= ¢C O2 - Houston . 2 « New York
g —i—t - g:ckuog:nle V‘\‘L. ‘ g - m:tm City
oxville ' ' \ - Pi
ggf; ——32 = Little Rock PR 2~ ucmzb‘
Ccdlc(hunj:~ miﬂ\?ille 1.\=§’ ! . 2 - 't. Iﬂ\liﬂ 3 ’)S"("
G 9 . Yemphis N L L 2w Bem uta-‘gQ_. 72

quns_:I Washingt by d - -'.lf‘f 2 « Savannah J /"i

s SR ‘ 19 APR 26 1961

Tavel ___, ..._.«é §
Trotter

W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
Ingram
Gandy

Rosen M A\l 1\) £ , w ”s,
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- NOTE:

: The April 18, 1961, issue of "Fellowship,'" a newsletter
of the Fellowship of Reconciliation in a column entitled -

"News from the Peace Front" sets forth information that CORE

a nonviolent Negro movement which opposes segregation is
planning & "Freedom Ride 1961" fron Washington, D, C., to

New Orleans, L(

Copies of this airtel are being sent to the
designated offices since they represent the principal Southern
offices where activity by CORE is likely to take place, New
York is being furnished a cepy since the organization has its
headquarters in that city. [{

b7C Original plastiplate is being retained in Room 4706
byl |pending approval.[{
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T\ — |
) | ) a/
| 5/4/61
‘ ~ PLAIN TEXT
“ ‘ R | CONTAINED
TO SACS RICHMOND a3 191
CHARLOTTE : L INFORMAT
WASHINGTON FIELD (BSM) ﬁ‘\’:_RE;N 1S UNCLAgs\W—‘ vi
FROM DIRECTOR, FBI DATE S e

Tolson
=~ Parsons

Mohr
Belmont .\
Callahan _§
Conrad

Tele. Room
ingram
3andy

Y9 "~ NG R [
91961 Ry g ?%,;,(,
o

NGRESS OF RACIAL BQUALITY RACIAL MATTERS. RE BUREAU
AIRTEL FOUR DASH TWO POUR DASH SIX OME. INPORMATION
RECEIVED THAT SUBJECT CRGANIZATION WILL CONIUCT SIT DASH '
DOWN STRIKES IN BUS STATIONS AND VARIOUS RESTAURANTS IN
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA,FIVE DASH FOUR DASM SIX ONE, PETERS
VIRGINIAEIVE DASH FIVE DASH SIX OME, LYNCMMG, VIRGINIA,
FIVE DASH SIX DASH SIX OME, GREENGBORC, NORTH CANOLINAFIVE
DASH SEVEN DASH SIX OME, CHARLOTTE, MORTH CAROLINA, FIVE DASH

EIGHT DASH SIX ONE. RICHNOND AND CHARLOTYTE ALERT LOCAL AUTHORITIES,
RBL3iba ‘ ’

(5) gl“\ " ca
oy 3oy REC- 40
— S L6 — 7/-2—5“277%;;/ ¥

Information was furnishm/to various offices by 1
4/24/61, that subject organization, a Negre group favoring
integration intended to conduct a "Freedom Ride 1961" in ;
attempt to complete the i.nteg:atlﬁﬁ}of“ “Bus TWW‘W gﬁ"ced

.. public accomodatiens in south T TAAT T4 RS
?—'Lb,,u(oe mem#mxtf‘ria.n:s w‘;ﬁc‘t”;,mu - WA SH .%ﬁmswﬁw

[N Rew Orleans Twe weers LATEK, HOWL/EE il ‘Bﬁh}ii

AND‘ pAT®S oF bémanJT?g?;;nJ Po T Krivwns "Richrons tCHXs&LD?ﬁ: oot
Cvm e 4 L Y -4 e Th

B Ne ADVIIED By TE e TYPE 1N VIEwW of TIHG .

2 ynet vortiods beiry j3svwed ethew Frrtw : @j

ﬁvsmg«,s 034 ices 3y R )

MAIL ROOM D TELETYPE UNIT
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P. 0. Box 2567
Tucson

Arizona
April 26

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Chief

Federal Bureau of Investigation
"Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

.

Please let me know if the following organization is a Communist
Front or has any leanings thereto--if you have any information.

C.O.R.E. --LAT
published by the--"Congress of Racial Equality"
38 Park Row, New York City 38 -

James Peck -- Editor
James R. Robinson -- Executive Secretary

local groups working to abolish racial discrimination by direct

as I have been'!told" this is a National organization with affiliated \
Non-violent methods.

Please excuse using both sides of this paper.

o
Thank you, g\:\'\’ REC- % /O@éc;{g};“é‘_’;;g /\,/ ,

Sincerily yours,

4
=/ A

7 onAY B o1om
b7C Z i "“ & 1;;(,.

d
1\;’; “‘M\ﬂﬂ 10 TNNED

D
e 5 u\ss IFIE fié’

/ | glL’ DATE
K e o[£ (NS
s /Q, (3-16 55/" @b
e K91.98-9




OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
UNITED STATES GOVE}’ENT .

Tolson
Parsons
Mohr
Belmont

N

Callahan
Memorandum o
: Yl
TO : Mr. Mohr pate: May 4, 1961 & ?f{;&z
VTIT(;(.teerllllvan
Tele. Room
rroM : C. D. DeLoach rem
supjecr:  SIT-DOWN STRIKES b f
Y 4 - 17, 1961 A
b7C COMMITPEE FOR RACIAL EQUALITY h
AN B ne

called me at 12:30 a. m., 5-3-61 at home. He stated he wanted to tip us

ff that the Committee for Racial Equality had been training a group of Negroes for
he past three days as to how sit-down strikes should be conducted. This grqup is to
articipate in such strikes between May 4 - 17, 1961, in a number of cities.
is to accompany the group in the capacity of a reporter.

b7C According to :Ihis group will conduct sit-down strikes at the

bus stations and various restaurants in Richmond, Virginia, May 4, 1961; Petersburg,
Virginia, May 5, 1961; Lynchburg, Virginia, May 6, 1961; Greensboro, North Carolina,
May 7, 1961; Charlotte, North Carolina, May 8, 1961; Rock Hill, South Carolina,
May 9, 1961; Sumter, South Carolina, May 10,- 11, 1961; Augusta, Georgia, May 12, 1961
Atlanta, Georgia, May 13, 1961; Birmingham, Alabama, May 14, 1961; Montgomery,
Alabama, May 15, 1961; Jackson, Mississippi, May 16, 1961; New Orleans, Louisiana,
| May 17, 1961. - |{

b7C

stated that he anticipated difficulty in the southern cities and
merely wanted to let us know about his being with the group. b(

ACTION:

It is suggested this memorandum be forwarded to the General / v
Investigative Division for any appropriate action deemed necessary. (/ _ ()

1 - Mr. Parsons
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Jones

v il

D B "

B MAY 8 1gg
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airtel ) aint

clanta | INED
To: . SAC, Atlanta ALU?””QR AATION CONTA
,foom:  Director, 1 HERCi UNCLABS&F\ED
1 AT
“Comomsss or mciaL R T

13.9( SSAA903EDD/cy(

ReBusirtel 4/25/61 concorning a‘ -?un at called
; \"Frceglon Ride 1961." ’
P .‘}f‘

g Inforution has been received at the Bureau that
subject organization has been training a group of Negroes as
to how sit-down strikes should be conducted. This group is
to participate in such atrikes between Nay 4 - 17. 1961, in

& number of cities,

According to the source, this croup w111 conduct
sit-down strikes at the bue stations and vargous restaurants
in Richmond, Virginia, ¥ay 4, 1981; Petersburg, Virginia,
May 5, 1961; Lynchburg, Virginia, May 6, 1961; Greensboro,
North (:lrclina, ¥ay 7, 1961; Charlotte, North Carolina, May 8,
1981; Rock Hill, South Carolana. May 9, 1963; Sumter,

Bouth Carolina, May 10 -~ 11, 1961; Augusta, Georgia, May 12,
1981; Atlanta, Georgia, May 13, 1961; s:nzm-, Alabama,
Nay 14, 1941; Montgowmery, Alabau. Iay 15, 1981; Jackson,
Missiesippi, May 16, 1261; and New Orleuna. :.m-nna, May 17,

1961. u for Co b ’

2 - Baltimore 2 - Niami Tovisy, "2 py, -

2 - Birmingham - 2 - Nobile &Dafc o O T

2 - Charlotte | “uALEE Y 2 - New Orles > Y4y oy T Force

2 - Dallas v Camrs i 2 - Norfolk > '
Tolson 3 nouston } h \' \," IJU"" 2 - m Ym ‘.
Pasons —Q—am Jucksonville; CORINS j 2 ~ Oklahema City P
peno —_ 2= Knoxville “““‘“‘“’7 - 2 - Pittsburgh - : AL LT
Collshn — 3w Little Rock ! 2 - Rich-mﬁc 95 ST e
DeLcuc}I mu13v111e r g § 3 2 - ﬂt. i9 HAY “ORT
e —9-—o Memphis a\.fu\; 2 - San Antonio ’ ‘%t
Rosen 2 \!aahington Fleld L 2

-~ Savannah S éé

Tavel

Trotter — — 7"/
W.C. Sullivan RBL am }/ e
Tele. Room )

/gﬁtﬁ“mhs unir ]

Ingram
Gcmdy

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO
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Airtel to SAC, Atlants ’
RE: CONORESS OF RACIAL EQUALIT

"94 1ine with reairtel, all offices receiving copiles
- of this airtel should alert their informants, local suthorities
and furnish the Bureau promptly all developments. Thereafter,
follow with a letterbead memorandum suitable fotr dissemiovation,
Submit original and seven copies. u

NOTE: The Bureau by reairtel furnished information to

various southern Offices that subject organization, a

Negro group favoring integration, intended to conduct
demonstrations in an attempt to complete the integration

of bus service and related public accomodations in the

south. At that time it was anticipated that demonstrations b/C
would start in Washington, D. C., 5/2/61, and end in

New Orleans two weeks later, Exactrnities_and_daxes of :
not known One I /
| ___|advised '
ssistant Director Deloach on 5/3/61 that he was going to- :

agcon %ggrggg.grizp in the capacity of a reporter.and furnished .

Charlotte and Richmond were alerted by teletype [
5/4/61 and this airtel will serve to alert the other i
southern Offices. ‘
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e ~ttorne; General
/ iiirector, ¥Bi

/ Eefmam OF FaClAL BQULLITY

‘ EEDOM RIE & j_gw
KaClaL MAT’I‘&M

This Pureau is camducting mmgmm into the acts of ﬂMO ﬂ
whick occurred in Alabaxa on Sundey, ' ay 14, 1961, as the Congress ob
racial Squality endeavored to integrate bus facilities and related pullic
aceow modations in the South. - Fwe group, which is traveling from
Washington, ., 7., to New Crlezns, i.ouisinos, bad scheduled demonstrations
at various towns thronghout the Soutih. This informetion was furnished to
local authorities in .pril, 1861, Birmiagha™ suthorities were alerted in
May, 1661, thet the interracial group whs comiag to Birminghan: and that
certain groups were opposing such interracial activity and trouble might
result. <a ay 14, 1961, when a bus carrying sor:¢ members of the zroup
did arrive in Olrmisghan: thepe was 2 fight in the bus station,

#nother bes costatning members of the group en rowte (rom
stlanta, Georgls, to Blrmingham, labama, encoustered opposition at
/ nniston, Alabawme. & group of white individuals preveste: w.ewbers of the
subject organization from: using the feilities of the bus station in . nuiston.
Sevaral windows in the bus were broken and a tive was punctured. o
endiary Lomb was tossed e the bus after it had depariz: (rox miston,
nis bomb completely destroye the bus, Investigation is seing conducted by
4hiis Purems cotiterning the destruction of a motor vehicle. dividual members
the suigect organization wio were sttacked are being interviewed and tas
g p.rtmcntwm"‘wkapt mnyad‘viled. L(

MAY 15 1961

- . Vhite {ﬁ\f K49l F?Daﬁ y
7 Comty stioraey General -‘f f""nml g&‘;‘é@‘“ Ve
Herﬁm IS N A il 7
DATE._

1-Mr, Evans |- v
Toer 1 - Mr. @eLoach /

Tete. Room. _gi‘ CLM:ers (13) 7

Ingra m
Gandy YPE UNIT l:]

Rosen
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Greenshoro, N.C.
May 9, 1961 bic

Dear Mr. Deloache,

b7C | I have your name from| |

Company. Like him, I am going along on the CORE Freedom
Ride to New Orleans for_ the press, in my case for Harper's
Magazine in New York.

| suggested that it might
be an idea to notify you. I have with me a letter from

Harper's. And I suppose I ought to add that I am white.
B7C My home address is
i | | My husband, | | now retired, was
{| for long art critic for the New York Times, and I have

written as well for theTimes.,

Yours sincerely,

Mr, Deke Deloache

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

',—v.“.
L .
9
&

—

uwowm NCONTA\N% B
\—\ER‘E =

DNTEZ ﬁ/fq‘ 33 '
0} a~lf37 %?K’Méﬁg% 420 - dmé”//z«/ 2
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Belmont
Callahan

- Memoran®m o

\
s " /}

. - ’k = ‘
-~ g‘u_qyu FORM NO. 10 Talson
- .. - - . Parsons
'UN}.'I'I‘ ED STATES GOVEZ ENT . ' Mohr

Mr. Parsons ¢; DATE: 5/15/61

: ) . 7 Kot ]
W.C. Sullivan
) Tele. Room
. Ingram
N A. ROS W’Q O 4 e Gandy
G

SUBJECT: )??IVGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY

) ¢ 4k
ghe
( .

FREEDOM RIDE 1961" _
RACIAL MATTERS N

/ﬁ In connection with the investigation of the racial
incident at the Birmingham bus station, information has been
received that on 5/15/61 four Klansmen put a Negro in a car
and drove off on 5/15/61. The Klansmen were reported to be
from Montgomery, Alabama. Inquiry being conducted by
Birmingham and Mobile Offices regarding this.incident.Z(

A Birmingham informant reported that after the
incident at the bus station, fifteen Klansmen were walking
to their cars which were parked about three blocks away. En
route they were met by a group of about fifteen Negroes.

. According to the informant one Negro was put in a car by
- four Klansmen who drove off. According to the informant
some of the Klansmen were from Montgomery.

SAC Jenkins advised that the Birmingham paper had
a picture of individuals who were standing around at the

- bus station gnid Birmingham has identified three K1
X These are
N SAC Jenkins n

" had been 'received as to the' identify of several Klansmen
who were present at te;/Birm1ngham bus station,

/. 4
b7C One | |a membgr of Congress of Racial "~
Equallty (CORE), obtained the license plate numbers of cars
ip the vicinity of the bus sta e license
| Rober¢sShelton,

CKed . and the numbers were- taken
away from him. The license tag number of Page was furnished

to the Birmingham Police Dep to information ,QZQ

received from our informant aE:?i:i;:;::::::i:i]has advised i

Page that nothing wouly n. Page is

scheduled to meet with again today. %g ‘ .
%43‘;Q 7 ' //Qw,..~ h)/}

1 - Mr. Mohr ngqyosebocﬁ

1 gvegggcd 9%17?9@( 5 & MAY 17 1961
CLM:dsj [ “r;@r‘m au
I {\\LER}E\\ i UNCLASS!HED

58 1N 24186111 DATE




b7C

b7C

b7C

%LM

Memorandum for Mr. Parsons
Re: CORE

SAC Jenkins advised that one L police
officer at Birmingham, has stated that he received a call
from the Trailways bus station at 3:55 p.m. or 4:00 p.m. that
a fight was in progress.d ldispatched two cars to
the scene. In additionl vho was in the office
at the time, went to the bus station and the fight was over
when he got there, $SAC Jenkins stated that Commissioner
Eugene ""Bull" Connor has issued a press release that he
let some of his men off on 5/14/61 since it was Mothers'

Day. According to Connor the day shift had been kept on
standby but it was dismissed at 3:45 p.m. since Connor had
heard that the bus was destroyed at Anniston. The Birmingham
Police Department had been informed by the Birmingham Office
concem ing the arrival of the second bus.{&

SAC Jenkins advised that all members of CORE on
the Greyhound bus have been interviewed and that he is having
trouble locating some of the CORE peoplevwho were on the
Trailways bus, a /

One |a member of CORE, advised ..
that she saw the incendiary bomb which was thrown on the
Greyhound bus:s and that to her it looked like a small
baseball. She also stated that she can identify a one-armed
man whom she saw at Anniston at the bus station and later
at the hospital. t{ )

Birmingham Police Department is actively investi-
gating the incident at Tra?;ggzg_gng_hag_xfquested recent
photographs of | | and members of the /¢¢
National States Rights Party. Es,still
under indictment in Atlanta for ombing oI the Jewish
Temple in 1958. !A G+ wf

SAC Jenkins later advised that Chief of Police
Jamie} Moore, Birmingham Police Department, advised that the
firstjcall concerning violence at the Trailways bus station was
r ed at 4:20 p.m., on 5/34/61. 5{
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The " Freedow Hideps” are holding an spen weeting this
evening at the 7 lom Bapttet Church: in New Orleans. 4l a press conference:
aeld vesterday it was indicated that the meeting is to comremworate the
‘seventh anniversary of the Supreme Court decision on segregation axi that
the group plan: to returs to their homes after the ueeting.

The Mew Urlenns Police Departmment 1as stated that law and order
will b2 maintained. Two marken cars will be outside the <iov Baptist
Uhurch this evening, plaim-clothes wen will be in the churcih and additional
nnite will be in the area on o stand-oy basis,

The Citirens Council of < reater Now Crisans held a public neeting
iast night is the “cunicipml Auditorium, The principel spealier was
dugh G Urant, who was describes as an attorney frou. i ta, Georgls,
Rt a lormer engployee of tue U, 5. Department of itate. na\u

firant alleped that there t8 a racinl revolution spearaesded by
fie Mational /ssociation tor the 4 dvancement of Colored Peopls, wuose len
shel to masgmlm the people. ile alluded to a schoel allegedly miainteine
oy tue Congress of Pacial Iquality in % iami where delegates are taught the”
acanique of ‘wiat is now Zoing on in Alabama, © Grent also claju ed taat
communiem 18 SRLind the activities of tae Congress of Raclal fquality aud
ne called for a ceatral planning com mnitiee aad better financing for groups
resinting racisl integration, T ‘

i

¥

Y% 0t was estimated taat the meeting at wiien Grast spoke was

.7 attended by less than elght hundred people, mc fggindﬂ m lﬂit befors
resons —g-iiminhed 3ia speech, LA b 'gufﬁ
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The Horney ﬁmﬂl

s Hrmingham inlor has farnished reliable
on, Las stated that it was apd[ |
accasted| telovision news director, asl_ Wwas P/C

broadcasting irom his car during the disturbasee at the Trailways bus
terminal. These three s:en were allegedly part of a larger group which
Jemanded and obtained the fllw frow eameras in the bus station. |

AB |and| lwere
reportedly passed| hnd
gaid to nav and ghaken hs hoad as they passed. The lnformant alsc
claims told one of these men that taey had done a good job and
that he I o home for a good night's rest.

Alabama Highway Patrelmen who were st the scene of tie bus
burning have boen interviewed. They stated that they did not observe anyone
damage the bus and do pot know the mares of the troublemakers. ||

|state investigator who was om the bus when it  °'C
was burnad, stated taat he was too busy and excited to notice the description
ar appearance of aay member of the mob, u

The Birmingham Police tave arrested| |
his iather, and [ vas eharged with p7C
sseault wito intent to murder and grand larceny, His {ather was charges
with disorderly conduet, The srrests reaulted from Mdentifications hased
apon a pbotograph taken during the disturbante at the bas terminal. Tie

pmtognyh was published in the Birminghan “News and Tost Herald on
may 15, 1964 |}

The intensive lnvestigation of this matier is Wna'.((

P~ My, Pyrom 1, White
Ceputy ‘ttormey Ceneral

{ - sasistant ~ttorney General
Larke /Carshall

! - o saletant sttornes General




jissiness T Ta %*303@ 70"";““&\7;‘3
ACLAL ur’rm@; ﬁmﬁuc’m e pg\_\N\: “N\M\GN

, I»)
ATRCEA T (0 AOTOR VERICLES (EREN) 5 Agg\%
S e Ll

Wit lurther taimnﬁ to the ractal inc.c occorred in
Alabara on May 14, 1961, iaformation has heen developed by our Tirm z% LD
rfjwce that moxmemdtu U. 5. Alans, aughts of the Fu idum wlan, B

e oers of tae National Ttates Lights Party participated in 1miaenta.
Tue Wational Gtates Rigats Varty is am anti-X and anti-Sesiltic organization

with headquarters i Birmingham, /labana.

The congfens of ‘agial quality Wupoioctmnas
i reedon: Fide 1965 to integrite bus facilities aad reisted
accorcicodations in the Senth, When tiw bus arrived at Annistén, Alabana,
at ;39 p. ., on xay 14, 1961, Mnmoagmdwvwwm
an eifort to prevent the subject W {rom using the [acilities of the
s station st ..oniston, Fo mewbergt the ~Freedom fide 1961 alighted
iror the bus. The individuals at theBus staties broke several windows in the
"msaam punctored a tire, Mmmwwummeﬁmam
stow«l. »n incendiary bosmb was tossed into the Mmmpletaly destroying

There were no fatahtiea,

—

5' AVH

[ 3=
Q§m &i 7c Mmmﬁuhxs ,mdwwmmmmtm gmstm s
% > 3liavern of the U. 3. - lavs, mgmdﬁn “a Hlex Klas, .,swaﬁfaam‘& re
£ o 3 the hational States Lignts mmﬂw i the activities-at Sngiptepn.
= | kian leader, has oeen itely identitied a8 baing I hE G
___.destthewmtim. V\REC 3 MCT lZ //,f) PR Mg =
s ansntn!

Eg‘lﬁism;wrwi mtwmwenam '
¢ at the scens of th Gilflaing of the bhs. " Mur Dirmingham Offfce bas ohiaived

o oD of tagss photographs ans. ehtain oopiea of otners 1o an
e —@EEQEY ,@ &s thef pndivicusis who hﬂyﬁ% tn the . //
Callahan & mk;‘r ﬂw&mﬁaﬂz ifig:' m‘“w m 1’1%& 2

Frgvartoent on vay 13, iU¢i, that tae suiect growp woold be in Mﬁm
way 14, 1981, :m* a mtm inutes' atop, and 2 (YR gicen planned
o :mwwm the mmm frow mﬁu@: the nwnum of the a8 station 2t
L ," g ii‘

vt

Trotte:
e i —anistos. [f - Vo L-Me Mo
1-Mr. DeLoach ;f«

g“‘?::‘iﬁwmk R"?@[gf “L&D ”‘)e 1- Mr, Evans M/




b7C

The Attoraey General

An infermant of sur Birmingham Cffice sdvised members of the 17C -
Eastview Klavern of the U, 8, E?hu, Enights of the Ku Klux Klan, as well as

The Birminghaw, Alabama, Pelice Department was netified
that the Congress of Racial Sguality weuld arrive in Birminghan on

May 14, 1961, mWMummwmm
to integration were planning viclente., Ou | 13, 1961, chiet of the
Bir Pelice Department was apoc de

stated
on the night of May 13, 1961, that he would not e in Birminghamw en Sundny,
May 14, 1901, nnmummmmmm

until the kian had time to ast. (|

mmmuwwlmmm

will be prempily turnished te the Department.

l*“l‘. ml. m
Deputy Attorassy Gensral

1 - Assistent Atterney General
Buske Marstall

t - Aissistast 2tternsy General
Herbert J. Miller, Jr.
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Trotte:
W.C. Sullivan
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w]( y" “Eﬂalom%;—'ux— )
TO : Mr. Parsons // paTe: 9-13-61 ?23:?‘%

FROM A, Rosenﬂ‘/ : | o
SUBJECT: ONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY |
RACIAL MATTERS 7

Grl AL
On 4-24-61 information was disseminated by the Bureau'con-

cerning the plans of the Congresg of Racial Equality, a Negro organizationt,
favoring integration, to conduct a eedom Ride 1961 "u -

The purpose was to bxke a nonviolent attempt to complete
integration of bus service and related public accomodations in the south.
The movement was scheduled to start 5-2-61 in Washington, D. C., and
end in New Orleans two weeks later. All offices have been informed and
have alerted local authorities. s

Current information is that the group is to arrive in
Birmingham, Alabama, on 5-14-61. U :

We have information from a confidential informant that.ihe
local authorities may allow disturbances to generate against this groﬁﬁ
when they arrive. M

SR

< [N

The Alabama Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., intendte
take violent action against the group when it arrives in a bus terminal " pIc
in Birmingham on 5-14-6l.| |

| b7D
7

We do not know the accuracy of the informant's information L/
since it em2nates from . klan. . officials. We do know that] | of b7C
the police department is allegedly working closely with|

|
| id:l_ils suppcsed to be. a segregationist, and friendly with the klan. U

handles racial matters for the Birmingham Police Department.

13 .94 ' ' . P S
AR lNFoaRMATmSNS@O?\L%‘WEyQ Qodl jooazZize 0
gﬁHN IS UNCLASSIFIED =%/, %& " (V.
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Memorandum to Mr, Parsons
RE: CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY

ACTION TAKEN

We have alerted all authorities concerning the information
furmshed by our informant, including the Chief of Police of the Birmingham
Police Department, who is a National Academy graduate. This will put
them on notice. [/(

This matter is being closely followed and informants of the
Birmingham Office have been alerted so that we mlght be in a position
to receive any information pertinent to this matter.

ﬁ%‘/ | c/[é}"’/'%/ (?7; # /%W




NOV 141966

' ’ 4-528

s YIRER

A.JU
r“f»u\ /&43///77 @%K DDI CRL

;\\T &q) a

WD 225092 - 209 245 S

“CHANGED TO

100 2RS4 ~ 5/7- 6
D9 ARSETE = 4 =T
108225890 - 47 - T

/7%4{/5%




’ , 4-528

0 A5 ET7- 2,00, 207, 24) TH A2

CHANGED TO

S0 AR SHT7-.2 - 4

09 HAEFLI- S - 7
PRl et sl Ve

S AR5 2~ T
9 w2585 & -5
NOV 141966

Y il
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“UNITED STATES GOVOENT : ‘ giﬁc’"s
tmont
allahan
Memorandum » fﬁ
Evans
" e
TO : Mr. Parson DATE:  5/15/61 Y evel

Trotter
W.C. Sullivan

Tele. Room
FROM C. A. EvanV Ingram
i

SUBJECT: CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY
"FREEDOM RIDE 1961"
RACIAL MATTERS

i

The Attorney General was contacted at his request. He had
with him the Deputy Attorney General and Assistant Attorney General Burke?/
Marshall of the Civil Rights Division. They had been conferring with -
reference to action to be taken by the Department in the matter mvolvmg 7" /M’ y
"Freedom Ride 1961" of the Congress of Racial Equality.

This is the group whose members were attacked in Anniston,
and Birmingham, Alabamn, on 5/14/61. L(

. The Attorney General advised that the Department is taking
action in an effort to get the local authorities to act and afford protection.
The group is scheduled to leave Birmingham in two buses, one of which

is to leave shortly after 2 and the other about 3 p. m. today. Both buses
Atare scheduled toarrive in Montgomery, Alabama, about 5 p. m. The
group's itinerary next calls for travel to J ackson, Mississippi, on May 16th
and to New Orleans on May 17th.

The Attorney General already has a commitment from the
Louisiana authorities to protect the Congress of Racial Equality group.
However, no definite commitments have been received from the local

authorities in Alabama an .‘41\\?}?"%531@1 &- Y / Vi \) / / SR

The Attorney General indicated the immedlate problem relates
to Montgomery, Alabama, since the group is to arrive there this afternoon.
The Attorney General is having Assistant Attorney General Marshall call
the Mayor of Montgomery, specifically alert him to the fact that the > group. 1s o
to arrive there and to enlist his support in having the local authorities =~ ™
maintain law and order. The Attorney General asked if the Monggobt!n ry;

J

Police Department had been alerted by the Bureau to the scheduled v1s1t8L2%I
1 - Mr. Mohr ‘8‘)% e =
ey SSA ROD( s
1- n o
1 ﬂi Defosch L/ nEi wa.ﬁi‘ B CONTAED S
/ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

T,
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Memorandum to Mr. Parsons
RE: CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY
"FREEDOM RIDE 1961"

of the Congress of Racial Equality group. When informed this had been
done earlier, he asked that the Montgomery Police be recontacted and
again alerted. The Attorney General stated he desired to be informed
as to what; if any, expressions of intent as to preserving the peace with

“referenceAto this visit.- were expressed by the Montgomery Policeu

ACTION TAKEN:

s The General Investigative Division has telephonically instructed
the Mobile Division to again alert the Montgomery Police to the planned bus
trip to Montgomery and to immediately advise the Bureau by telephone as

to what action the Montgomery Police say they are going to take to preserve
law and order. The SAC of the Mobile Division is at Montgomery, Alabama,
and will handle this matter personally. As soon as information is received
from the Mobile Division, you will be advised and the Attorney General will

| thereafter be informed.

ADDENDUM: C.A. Evans 5/15/61

The Attorney General called back at 3:40 p. m. He advised
that he had perfected arrangements with the state and local authorities
to escort this group from Birmingham, Alabama, to Montgomery. In
addition, the-Attorney General said he had assurances from the authorities
in Montgomery that the local police would afford protection and preserve
order. The only action which the Attorney General desired at this time
is for us to insure the Police Department in Birmingham is aware of the
plans of this group to depart from the bus station between 2:15 and 2:30
today (this is 4:15 - 4:30 Washington time) and that the Birmingham Police
Department is aware of the action which has been taken by the Attorney
General with regard to the further travel of this group. * The Birmingham
Division has been telephonically instructed to so advise the Birmingham
Police Department. L( ‘

. S
&@L |

9.
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Memorandum :

TO : Mr, Parsons pate: May 15, 1961

W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
FROM ! A Ro fnarem

SUBJECT; /CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY
"FREEDOM RIDE 19617
"RACIAL MATTERS; DESTRUCTION OF

v Mok
e

— .
.10 . . Tolsen /
o . A Parsons

AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES b7C

SAC Jenkins of Birmingham has advised information has been

received from a confidential informant that the bus burning incident at Annisto
Alabama, involved members of the Anniston Klavern of the U. S, Klans,_ ngh
of the Ku Klux Klan, and members of the"National States R1ghts Party (NSRP). * \ "
A local photographer took a number of pictures both at the Anniston bus stat1on o~
and at the scene of the burning. The Birmingham Office has obtained some of \:;\
these photographs and will obtain copies of all photographs so that they may be
exhibited to informants to identify individual participants. |[[ bt oo N
Birmingham informant has advised that members of the Eastview N % -
Klavern of the U, S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, as well as members NN G
of the NSRP, were involved in the incident at the bus station in Birminj;?n'. ~N N\

A white man and a Negro alighted from the bus in Birmingham and started into ‘
the waiting room. The Negro was grabbed by a memberOf the br; o
Eastview Klavern and told that he could not go in there

Jleader of the NSRP . who was standing nearby, yelled, T the son of a bitch,
‘At that time two young white boys jumped on the Negro.

According to the Birmingham informant there were approximately
80 Klansmen in the area of the two bus stations in Birmingham. Birmingham
informants are endeavoring to elicit information as to the exact iocatlon “0f:the
Klan leaders during the incident. L.
"

‘All of the members of the Congress of Racial Equality group who were
on the bus at Anniston have been interviewed except four and they are coming in

this morning for interview. '\&

- . MWV%’ e ﬂ;ﬁ /)’1
1 - Mr. Mohr y 00 =205 5 Fh it
1 - Mr. Evans REC- 41 / SR éf(
1 - Mr. DeLoach
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Memorandum for Mr. Parsons

ACTION:

We have squads at Anniston and also at Birmingham specially
assigned to this matter. }{

Assistart Attorney General Burke Marshall stated that he
appreciated the promptness with which we went into this matter yesterday as

it has assisted him in at have been genergted by these
Qide%@,‘_ e T Jé;ww AR A

The matter will co;\lgnue to receive the mdst expeditious and
thorough attention. M

F"
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CIVIL RIGHTS RDD?C‘,AL DATE

B-12-9¢ Qq/349 //JO

The open meeting of the freedon riders which was 1Y ,L
held in New Orleans last night was attemded by over 1,000 o >
people and many were umshle to enter the church. The area =
was well protected by ¥Wew Orleans pelice and mo incidents +—
were noted, K

Speakers at the meeting encouraged the coatinuance
of peaceful sit-in demonstyations but said that demonstrators
must be prepared to take whatever trouble they encounter,

It vas also stated that the purpose of the freedom riders’
tripwas ‘o determine whether the President amd the Attorney
General would afford protection. [{

b7 N has been possibly identified
as the one who threw the iire bomb into the bus on May 14,
, 1961,  He has declined to be interviewed umtil he engages
- | counsel, Possible identifications have also been obtained
‘ i concerning othexrs who were involved im the diaturbances on
. May 14, 1351,
A hes admitted that it was he who lay
© in fromt © € bus Anniston, Alsbama, on May 14, 1961.
. He alleged that he suffers from epileptic seizures and lay /
down because he was dizzy. He also stated that he went home (
in. a taxi a few minutes later,

r FAILED 31

It has been alleged that Robort Shelton of
L Tuscaloosa, Alabama, Imperial Wizard, Alabsma Knights, :
R Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Incorporaw '$® remaining in
Tolson Birninghhm and expects to receive severdal calls from the
Pacs—/ Governor's Office. L( ‘
. Belmont Y, )

Conrad - - Mr, Mdhr . - ofdD
Del.onch 1 - Mr. DeLoach [ ("
Malone 1 L Mr. EvanS L o ‘&, 3
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The Attorney General

¥e are continuing to vigorously pursue every
avenue of approach in this matter, All further develop-

mente of a pertinent mature will be brought promptly to
the attention of the Department, q

1 ~ Mr, Byron R. White
Deputy Attorney General

1 - Assistant Attorney General
Burke Marshall

1 -~ Assistant Atiorney General
Herbext J, uiller, Jr,
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I ed- 4 Parsons
"*UMIT,ED STATES GOVER ENT Mohr

3 Evans
f
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‘ e Trotter
’ W.C. Sullivan =
/ Tele. Room
I
FROM ! C. L. McGoy, 5‘2533‘

AY 24 196i’

Belmont
Callahan

Mem()mndum

DeL oach

Malone

Mr. Rosexﬁ DATE:  5-14-61 fovet

|

SUBJECT: @CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY
RACIAL MATTERS

7
‘ﬁ&

b7C

ﬁ/ -
SAC Thomas J. Jenkins telephomcacgy advised at 3:55 p. m.
this date that the first bus load of two buses of the~¥ Freedom Ride 1961" N
group made a scheduled stop in Anniston, Alabama, at “at about 3:20 p.m.,

today when en route from Atlanta, Georgla. While the bus was stopped a

group of about fifty people was respongible for a punctured tire and windows
broken out. Among this group was who reportedly is

a Ku Klux Klan leader. He stated the bus, while about five miles west of
Anniston, Alabama, was on fire reason unknown. M

At 4:12 p. m., SAC Jenkins advised that some:type of
incendiary device had apparently caused the fire on the bus and some of
the riders were partially burned and partially overcome with smoke. The
bus was completely destroyed. One Alabama State Investigator was onthe
bus. Reinforcements are being sent by the Alabama Highway Patrol to
the location of the second bus load of this group.l,{

i
ON
AN
\
%
biC SAC Jenkins at 4:50 p. m., was instructed to conduct g _

investigation to determine if a violation of the Destruction of Aircraft or AR
Motor Vehicle statute is involved. A |authorization

Jenkins was advised to answer press inquiries to the effect that we are

‘inquiring into the situation to determine if a violation of Federal law has

been committed. Birmingham will submit a summary teletype coveri ng

the events of this situation this date. M . /(Q(? - ﬂ ?? 9 Aj;v c*i

ACTION REC- 24

Tl A

ey
For informatijon and record purposes.[,{
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CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY
RACIAL MATTERS

ADDENDUM CRM:tjl 5-14-61

SAC Jenkins advised at 5:50 p. m., that the U. S. Attorney,
Birmingham, has stated that the facts in this case are a violation of
the Destruction of Aircraft and Motor Vehicle statute and the Birmingham
Division is proceeding with intensive investigation. The ASAC along with
four Special Agents are at the scene of the burning at this time and the
SAC is remaining in the office inasmuch as there is some indication that
there might be some trouble when the second bus load of these individuals
arrives in Birmingham at 4:30 p. m., Birmingham time. |

biC Pl
S | Washington Field Offwe_advi&l? g
6:00 p. m., he had received a telephone call from one CEL

_ | Congress of Racial Equality. hdvised that =~
he had been with the group of "Freedom Ride 1961™ until fhe morning of
5-14-61 when he returned to Washington, D. C. had received a

telephone call regarding the burning of the bus and desired to advise the
FBI of this incident. '

b7C SAC Jenkins advised at 6:45 p. m., that the second bus load
of this group which was on a Trailways Bus arrived in Birmingham at
the Trailways Terminal ten or fifteen minutes ago. Members of the
press and radii i:f f 1-;lje station and[ |a newspaper
reporter, and of the local radio station, along with riders
of the Trailways Bus were assaulted. The assaultants, according to
the SAC, used a lead pipe to inflict the beating and at this time SAC has
learned that only three people actually partook in the assault. SAC
advised|:y_|'alleged on his radio station that the Birmingham
Police Department *'dilly dallied" around in getting policemen to the
bus terminal and were not there when the bus arrived. He stated the
group of people who were on the bus that burned were to arrive at the
Greyhound Bus Terminal, Birmingham, Alabama, at about 6:20 p. m.,
according to information he has received.




CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY
RACIAL MATTERS

SAC Jenkins said the best information he had was that
the bus load of people who had been in the bus burned were arriving
at the Greyhound Bus Station, Birmingham, Alabama, at about
6:30 p. m., Birmingham time. He stated he had a problem of
whether or not to send Agents to the terminal for the purpose of
interviewing these people inasmuch as there might be trouble at

that terminal also. \4 b7C

SAC Jenkins was called and advised at 7:13 p. m., that
he should call Chief of Police Moore, Birmingham, and advise
about the arrival of the bus at the Greyhound Station. He should
advise@hat Agents will meet the bus and interview persons on
the bus and to advise |further that this is the second time he has
been put on notice concerning this situation. SAC was advised to have
Agents proceed to the Birmingham Police Department and determine
who took the original call concerning the "Freedom Ride 1961, " who
was in charge of the station that took the call and what action was
taken. The SAC should alert the Alabama Highway Patrol to the
arrival of the bus at Greyhound Station and keep military intelligence
advised as to this situation. \/l

b7C

SAC replied that he. personally advised
I:loriginally of this matter and that| [was presently out of
town. He stated military intelligence has been kept advised of this
entire situation and advised that one of his Agents in Anniston, Alabama,

has just advised him that the people that were on the bus that burned
have not left that area and efforts will be made to interview them in
Anniston.

5

of the Crime Records Division has been
kept appraised of all developments. Z(
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W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
Ingram
Gandy

FROM

SUBJECT: OCONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY
TRACIAL MATTERS

) ASAC Raby of the Birmingham Office was telephonically instructed
to notify Birmingham Police Chief of the possibility of racial violence
Sunday, May 14, 1961. M

bic ASAC Raby was informed that in view of the possibility of a
racial incident on May 14, 1961, that the Bureau could not do else but
advise local police authorities. He was informed that it should be pointed
out tj |of_ the Birmingham Police Department that the inter-
racial group was moving into Birmingham and that the group would probably
assemble in public places such as public parks, restaurants, bus or
railroad terminals, theaters and other public places wherein they have
in the past been denied the right to enter on an equal footing. He was
advised that the police should also be informed that information was
available that groups were opposing such inter-racial activity without
necessarily identifying such groups. )

ASAC Raby was advised that the police should be alerted to
the fact that opposition to a racial group on a Sunday afternoon in a
downtown or crowded area could be the spark which would set off serious
racial violence and if the police were not duly alerted serious trouble
might ensue. [)(

ACTION: \\' )
— I

b7C
ASAC Raby gﬂ;aﬁed that this matter would be brought to the

attention of again so that the police department would be
on notice as to the possibility of racial violence in that city when the
inter-racial group arrives on May 14, 1961. é{
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Memorandum for Mr. Rosen

ACTION CONTINUED:

Assistant Attorney General Burke Marshall was advised of the
statement made by Sergeant Shows who was in charge of the Montgomery

Police Departh

ADDENDUM: (5:30 p. m. 5/15/61, CLM:ers)

ASAC Jordan of the Mobile Office telephonically advised that
Police Commigsioner Sullivan had been contacted and Sullivan was advised
that the CORE group would be proceeding to Montgomery and that there would
be police escorts to the city limits and there was a possibility there might be
disorder between the city limits and the bus terminal or at the bus terminal.
He was asked as to what action would be taken by the city authorities and
Sullivan would only issue the following statement: ﬁ

""Insofar as this matter is concerned, we do not intend to permit
outside sources to incite, create or provoke any racial incident
in our city. The Montgomery Police Department is under
instructions to enforce existing laws and take whatever action is
necessary to suppress agitation and prevent violence. " ta(

SAC Jenkins of the Birmingham Office advised that the delay had
been occasioned by the CORE group in departing from Birmingham inasmuch
as the Greyhound company could not get any of is drivers to operate the bus.
Jenkins said information had been received that Attorney General Kennedy
had called the manager of the Greyhound company in Birmingham regarding

this actiw
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ASAC Tom Jordan of the Mobile Office was contacted regarding
action to be taken by police authorities in Montgomery, Alabama. ASAC
Jordan stated that the chief of police and the assistant chief of police in
Montgomery both are in Chicago attending a meeting at Northwestern University.
He advised that they had been unable to locate Police Commissioner Sullivan
of Montgomery. Sullivan, however, had been quoted over a local newscast as
stating that he would not permit local laws to be violated and would permit no

disorders.
M b7C

who is in charge of the Detective Division and
in charge of the police department for today, stated that large details of police
would be sent to both the Greyhound and Trailways bus depots. No disorders
will be permitted and full prdection will be afforded to all citizens. ({

Director of the Department of Public Safety of the State of Alabama
Floyd Mann stated that he had talked to the Attorney General, Robert Kennedy.
Alabama Highway Patrol will provide escorts from the city limits of Birmingham
to the city limits of Montgomery. He stated he cannot go beyond the city limits
because of their jurisdiction. Mann advised further that he has assigned
patrolmen to strategic spots along U. S, Highway #31 as he received information
from Truett of the Greyhound bus company in Birmingham that individuals may
attempt to bother the buses en route between Birmingham and Montgomery.g

ACTION: A\

Mobile is continuing its efforts to contact police commissioner
Sullivan regarding action to be taken by Montgomery authorities. M
1 - Mr. Evans
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2 one[___ 1 registered at W lolton Hotel
and was known to hotel employees

under the name of|
as stat’e investigator. U

and departed at 4:30 p.m. [/t A

‘)

| Birmingham Police nepartnent.. related
that he received a complaint of a fight at thejpus #Mx :
1 but failed to note the time of the call or the

the comp}ainant. He e
e informed

ol o {U G
‘ém oF RACIAL BQUALITY  HEREIN|

May

:ACIAL MATTERS; DEWCTI@ OF g-13. g i x
IRCRAFT MOTO = e
on R mxcmg 5549203@0/&4&., N
RKRa1389 & e o
: Investigation at the ays ternidial in o
Birmnghan indicates that one an investigf®t from .,
the 'State Attorney General's office, and twih B: ham -~ [
police officers esent when the beatiw red : t "
the bus terminal i'ﬁff Ju?mol;l‘zmk up a t
- chain used by the subjects a K wim, t(

. | a porter. in the Trailways station,
stated that he saw several deteefdves in the parking lot

at the bsek of the station, bug ‘they disappeared about five
niputes before the bus arrived. The bus mived at 4:15 p.m.

L 34

16, 1961

?%/NED

S u&cmssmm \

BY 21—

He also dispatched two cars.|(( -

has advised that he %

e

of the cdwplaint allegedly received May.

in the day he advised ‘that he had deﬁcniM that the ca11
vus received at 4:20 p.m.

 fAng»:~¥ 10P

1961 -

and cars vere dumhe\d

e “Trailvays depot at 4:22 p.m, i« w"?“’ ~’{/ 5 -
S EROR b& 4 - |
Y701 - Mr. Mohriee— ” i Vs
; 1'1 - Mr. DeLoachyjn & 1861 ] 1\ %Mm 23 1961 W//
"% 1 - Mr. Evans ,qp* A /
WLM:dsj .- _ NOTE.” See memo Rosen to-?arsens"ﬁm/el
(14) W same caption, WLM:dsj.
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on- the m‘(u:ning of May 15, 1961, that he qoslmtiua o record _
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The Attorney General

Confidential informants have sadvised that the
Klan was actively present at the Birmingham and Anniston
disorders, Several individuals includiag Klan leaders
have been identified as being on the sceme. Several different
Klan groups are alleged to be involved and this aspect ia
being vigorously pursued. [4

: After the fight at the Trailways depot, an informant
alleges that approximately fifteen Klansmen were going to
their cars when they met and fought with a group of Negroes,
One Negro was badly injured. He was placed ia a car and
driven from the scene by four Elansmen, This fight started
when the Klan forcibly took from a Negro & record of license
numbers of cars seen in the area. The licemse number of

|#a Klan official, was given to the police.

| allegedly told that nething would come

of it. b(

|ot s state investigator,
furnished the following eyewitness accouant of the burning

of the bus at Aanniston. One individual, who had demanded
that the occupants leave the bus, said, "If you don't come
out, we are going to gas you out." Then, from a nearby

car, he obtained an object approximately nght inches long
and two inches in diameter which was wrapped in a cloth,

He appeared to light this object with a -atch and then threw
it through the window of the bus. §/

The plans of the "Freedom Riders" to depart from
Birmingham by bus on May 15, 1961, were camceled because no
driver was willing to make the trip. Arrangements were
then made to proceed to New Orleans by Eastexn Airlines,

This flight was canceled after an anonymous telephone call
was made to Capital Airlines alleging that a bomb was going
to be placed on the plane carrying the peaple to lontgomeryl{

When the Eastern Airlines flight was canceled,
arrangements were made for the group to eontinue to New Orleans
by Capital Airlines. The Capital Airlises flight was canceled
when the pilot refused to proceed.

The group finally left Birminghsm by Eastern
Airlines and arrived in New Orleans at 11:53 p.m., Central
Standard Time, New Orleans police were present to protect(/

“3 -
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The Attorney General

all persons and prevent disorder. No unususl crowds
appeared and no incident occurred. L(

|and| | who are
connected with the louisiana State Sovereignty Commission,
were at the Mew Orleans Airpori and were seeking information
as to where the group planned to stay in New Orleans, Ten
of the fourteen "Freedom Riders" plan to stay at Xmvier
University, a Negro institution in New Orleans. The plans
of the other four are not known,

At 10:12 p.m., May 15, 1961, while the '"Freedom
Riders" were preparing to leave for New Orleans, an airline
insurance employee at the Birmingham Airport, received an
anonymous telephone call to the effect that a bomb would
go off inside the terminal in eighteen minutes, No explosion
occurred and no explosive device was found. ||

L?T kor Televiasion
Station ¥ in Birmingham, advised on May 15, 1961, that
his wife had received two threatening telephone calls., On

May 14, 1961, at about 8:50 p.m, answvered the
telephone and an unknown man inqui? ther it was
the | | residence. He then asked if a8 at home
and | |replied that he was not, @ caller then
asked her to tell |that if he and| !did not
stop interfering, they would take out an 1 him,
At about 3:40 a.m., May 15, 1961, |received

another anonymous telephone call from a mam who stated that
he knew her husband's 1life had been threatemed., This man
added that if her husband does not "quit bothering us...we
are going to take you out and rape you and when we get through
with you, your husband won't know who yeu are.™ [ |
related that his wife is seven months pregmant and that the
caller knew their address t of car that they

drive. It is noted that is the|

for Television Station WAPI, and it was he who observed the
disturbance at the Trailways bus station and called for
police assistance over the radio in his oar.é(
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The Attorney General

¥e are contznﬂing to investigate this matter
vigorously, and further developments will be reported
to the Department promptly. [{

1 - Mr. Byron White ,
Deputy Attorney General

1l - Assistant Attorney General
Burke Marshall

1 - Assistant Atterney Goneral
Herbert J. Miller, Jr.
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TO © Mr. Rosgj DATE:  May 19, 1961 EE%E
/ FrRoM : (., L. Mc® l Ch L. IEEEE};RM
¥ myh SsA qgof Rhalsaq
' sommer: YoONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY 1 CONTS xNED
{FREEDOM RIDE, 1961" ALL \N\:OW‘“‘;M 10N SO
" RACIAL MATTERS ,
CIVIL RIGHTS HEREIN 1S UN g N P W

DRTESTSE) OF 5By /B

At 9:25 p.m., 5/19/61, SAC Jenkins of the Birmingham Office
telephonically advised that he had just received infQqrmation from a newspaper
man in Birmingham to the effect that Judge Walter B)X\Jones, Circuit Judge,
State of Alabama, Montgomery, Alabama,h d at about 9 o'clock (Washington,
D. C., time) issued an injunction: against the{Freedom Riders" banning
them from riding any bus in the state of Alabama with intent to breach the
peace.

SAC Jenkins added that according to the information available to
him Judge Jones issues an injunction every time Governor Patterson
requests an:injunction,

SAC Jenkins said he was getting in touch with Mobile by telephone
and would have them to obtain the facts regarding this injunction and advise
.\ the Birmingham Office and the Bureau. {4

> At 10:10 p. m., 5/19/61, SAC Jenkins telephonically advised that
«® the 8 o'clock bus (CST) was announced for Montgomery and the "Freedom
Riders' that were in the bus station in Birmingham, went to the platform to -
load the bus. At this time the bus driver came out of the terminal and said
b7C (. \‘@\- ¢ 15
I/SAC Jenkins advised that ofi the 17th of th month) |
was charged with two counts with interfering with an
officer in the discharge of his duty and refusing to obey law enforeessent
officers. That case came up in court tonight, May 19, 1961, gt I was
passed for one week. SAC Jenkins said quite a crm&d is gathermg aroxrm\ql o5
the bus depot, but the police seem to have them under control [{
3 a3
b7c At 10:25 p. m., 5/19/61, SAC Jenkins telephomcally ardm’sed that
he had just received informati on that the B;r%mgham Police Department |
had received a telegram from Local 1314, Bus Driver's . ,
Union, Birmingham, Alabama, stating that no instructions were issued

BTt 26 1961 =% M

\




. Memo to Mr. Rosen
RE: CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY

were=issaed to drivers not to drive the buses. L/

bic SAC Jenkins advised that| lof the Birmingham
Police Department had advised that while in the Greyhound bus terminal
in Birmingham he had been advised by an official that a driver would take
the bus out if the bus was afforded police protection or they would let
a policeman drive the bus. L{

ACTION:

SAC Jenkins was advised that upon receipt of the information from
Mobile he should furnish the facts to the Department of Justice representatives
that are on the scene, in order that they will be fully advised and we, the FBI,
cannot be accused of not keeping them informed. L{

Messers Rosen, Malley, McGowan and Lavin advised of the above|/

Assistant Attorney General Burke Marshall, Civil Rights Division,
was advised of the above. Mr. Marshall advised he had already received
the information but was very appreciative of the Bureau's call.
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SUBJECT: gommass OF .RACIAL EQUALﬁ‘Y HEREINIS U\ICLASSS FIED  #7é4l

Gandy

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

"FREEDOM RIDE 1961" ATE 7 d
RACIAL MATTERS; DESTRUCTION 09\ ‘,;;Qﬂ
AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES Y }// {7 VW/

A memorandum is being prepared to advise the Attorney

General of current developments., Additional pertinent details . =
are set out below: L{ O e

It is noted that the "Freedom Riders" were finallf“**wgg
| successful in leaving Birmingham and flying to New Orleans. * 7”
They arrived in New Orleans by Eastern Air11nes at 11:53 p. m.:
Central Standard Time, 5/15/61 ~

| b7C

as with the "Freedom Riders. when.

5Ty 31 351

4
!

Yibey_arri i ew Orleans. Also aboard the plane were
fourteen members of this group, three Negro newsmen, two
NBC men from Montgomery, Alabama, and three television men
from New York. Representatives of the press, radio, tele-
vision and other news media met the plane in New Orleans.j

] It is noted that prior to their actual travel to ”
New Orleans, the group had planned to leave Birmingham by 55b7c
bus, but no bus driver would drive them. Arrangements were ¥
then made to go to New Orleans by Eastern Airlines but an
anonymous telephone call was made to Capital Airlines in

Birmingham alleging that a bomb would be placed aboard the

| group’'s plane, In this regard | telephoned the, .50y

Bureau at 10:08 p.m. 5/15/61. He sta§§§£§t é n d@qghamv .
agfage”an

s

w

police had refused to search the that he
understood that the FBI would not the plane or baggage.

He was_informed that the FRI.would.not_ condu “f search,  —

then stated that he had issued instructions to cancel
ight. They then airanged to use Capital AirlinésYbut i /
the pilot refused to fly. After this they perfected thei
plans to fly by Eastern Airlines, Lt MY o

M (] / |
. 7
ACTION: i -

A memorandum 1s being prepared for the Attorney General
which sets out pertinent developments in detail, A{

1 - Mr. Mohr 7
1 - Mr. DeLoach W ’%,\

l] - Mr. Evans

WLM:dsj /J)
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" RACIAL DISTURBANCES IN THE STATE OF ALABAMA h N PARTICULAR |

THE PRESENT SITUATION IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA m OFFICES ARR

_ 'TO' REMAIN ALERT FOR ANY INFORMATION xmxcﬂm THAT KLAN OR
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URGENT 5-21-61 6-08 PM RAM

TO SACS ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, DALLAS, HOUSTON, JACKSON-
VILLE, KNOXVILLE, LITTLE ROCK, MEMPHIS, MIAMI, MOBILE, NEW YORK,
NEW ORLEANS, SAVANNAH & TAMPA

FROM DIRECTOR 1 P

FREEDOM RIDE, ONE NINE SIX ONE, RACIAL MATTERS, DESTRUCTION OF

AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES, CIVIL RIGHTS. 1IN VIEW OF RECENT RACIAL

DISTURBANCES IN THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND IN PARTICULAR THE PRESENT

SITUATION IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA ALL OFFICES ARE TO REMAIN ALERT

FOR ANY INFORMATION INDICATING THAT KLAN OR HATE-TYPE ORGANIZATIONS

ARE CONTEMPLATING ANY MOVEMENT INTO THE DISTURBED AREA. ALL OFFICES

SHOULD ALSO REMAIN ALERT FOR ANY ADDITIONAL QUOTE FREEDOM RIDES END

QUOTE MOVING TOWARD THIS OR ANY OTHER SOUTHERN AREA. ANY INFORMATION

OBTAINED SHOULD BE FURNISHED TELEPHONICALLY TO THE BUREAU, MOBILE

AND INTERESTED OFFICES. u

END & ACK PLS

DL OK FBI DL JAP

8-13- 94
L K3, ¥3H
HO  OK FBI HO LAS Sl\ﬁ ?l‘fF%?ﬁVIDA ION CONTAINED
LR OKNFBI LR BCB HEREIN | UNCLASSlHED
ME  OK FBI ME GLS PATE
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NO OK FBI NO JC
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URGENT 5-21-61 4-53 PM RAM

TO  SACS ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, DALLAS, HOUSTON, JACKSON=
VILLE, KNOXVILLE, LITTLE ROCK, MEMPHIS, MIAMI, MOBILE, NEW YORK,

-2-  NEW ORLEANS, SAVANNAH & TAMPA

FROM DIRECTOR 1P

FREEDOM RIDE, ONE NINE SIX ONE, RACIAL MATTERS, DESTRUCTION OF

AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES, CIVIL RIGHTS. IN VIEW OF RECENT RACIAL

DISTURBANCES IN THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND IN PARTICULAR THE PRESENT

SITUATION IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA ALL OFFICES ARE TO REMAIN ALERT

FOR ANY INFORMATION INDICATING THAT KLAN OR HATE-TYPE ORGANIZATIONS

ARE CONTEMPLATING ANY MOVEMENT INTO THE DISTURBED AREA. ALL OFFICES

SHOULD ALSO REMAIN ALERT FOR ANY ADDITIONAL QUOTE FREEDOM RIDES END

QUOTE MOVING TOWARD THIS OR ANY OTHER SOUTHERN AREA. ANY INFORMATION

OBTAINED SHOULD BE FURNISHED TELEPHONICALLY TO THE BUREAU, MOBILE

AND INTERESTED OFFICES. I

END & ACK PLS A 9903R DD/ R G/ PR

ALL INFORMAT] NCO |
WA R2  OK NY FCT HE?E!N IS UNCLASS!H,},;BAINED

A OY Pvdsx ;.
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TO  SACS ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, DALLAS, HOUSTON, JACKSON-
VILLE, KNOXVILLE, LITTLE ROCK, MEMPHIS, MIAMI, MORILE, NEW YORK,
NEW ORLEANS, SAVANNAH & TAMPA

FROM DIRECTOR 1 P

FREEDOM RIDE, ONE NINE SIX ONE, RACIAL MATTERS, DESTRUCTION OF

AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES, CIVIL RIGHTSs 1IN VIEW OF RECENT RACIAL

DISTURBANCES IN THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND IN PARTICULAR THE PRESENT

SITUATION IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA ALL OFFICES ARE TO REMAIN ALERT

FOR ANY INFORMATION INDICATING THAT KLAN OR HATE-TYPE ORGANIZATIONS

ARE CONTEMPLATING ANY MOVEMENT INTC THE DISTURBED AREA. ALL OFFICES

SHOULD ALSO REMAIN ALERT FOR ANY ADDITIONAL QUOTE FREEDOM RIDES END

QUOTE MOVING TOWARD THIS OR ANY OTHER SOUTHERN AREA« ANY INFORMATION

OBTAINED SHOULD BE FURNISHED TELEPHONICALLY TO THE BUREAU, MOBRILE

AND INTERESTED OFFICESs L{

END & ACK PLS
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Airliner

Freedom Riders
Denied Bus Seats |
At Birmingham

By Elsie Carper
8tafl Reporter

The embattled “freedom
riders” flew to New Or-
leans from Birmingham,
- Ala,, last night after aban-
i doning plans to complete
" their journey by bus.

The 17 men and women, who
were ambushed and assaulted
Sunday by white hoodlums inj
Anniston and Birmingham
while traveling by bus, left
Birmingham on an Eastern
Airlines plane. An earlier

Lynchburg city manager ||
urges Negroes to go slow f
on race problems. Page’ BS.

fight on which they had
booked passage was canceled |
by a bomb threat.

%Wd.
; e biracial group made the
decision to fly after spending
two hours waiting in the Grey-
hound statien for a bus tol
Montgomery, the State capital.
Greyhound said it could not

find a driver for the bus. A/,
State Po}m& escort wgg as_can:
i) 1

A% W,

e
=

" which has been touring the

RSB

. as saying that feelings were

Attorney General R \
i M
me had called on Ala-|
"bama officials to provide po-.
lice protection for the groupl

Deep South to test compli-
ance with Supreme Court de-
cisions outlawing segregation
in interstate transportation.

The group sponsored by the
Congress of Racial Equality
left Washlngton May 4 and
planned to be in New Orleans'
May 17.

Kennedy said he had been
assured that the State of Ala-
bama would provide police
'protection to prevent further
outbreaks of violence. In Bir-
mingham, Alabama Safety Di-
rector Floyd Mann said he had
assigned a highway patrol car:
to accompany the bus. '

The Associated Press re-j
ported that the escort order
was canceled later by (}ov.i
John Patterson. He was quoted |

so high in the State that it
would be unsafe for the groupi
to remain in Alabama.

The Governor said he would

sprovide a patrol to the near-

est State line but “we will not‘
escort them to any other cities!

See RIDERS, A4, Col. 1 I
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iﬁ‘raﬁ—ama to contmue therr
rabble -rousing.”

Patterson said that crowds
had gathered along the bus
r(mt‘e “In my judgment,” his
Q&aﬁement said, “it is not safe
for them to travel from Bir-
mingham to Monigomery.”
~uAs Governor, 1 take full
responsibility for the safety
of responsﬂ)le citizens visit-
ing AlaVbama But I can not ac-
cept. the responsibility for the
safety of a group of renegades|;
Whof are here for the avowed

purpose of stirring up
troul%le ”
-“The Justice Department

md that the Federal Bureau
f Investigation is looking into
the ‘two instances of violence
that erupted Sunday to deter-
mine if there was a violation
of Federal law.

. A Greyhound bus with seven|
“freedom riders” and two re
sorters aboard was stoned an
jurned outSLde Anniston, Ala,

oike inhalation -and one. of
g5 “freedom riders” said he

€ry1’ng to escape.
Secpnd Group Beaten

. Alsecond group was met by
& gang of toughs in the Trhil-
ways bus terminal in Birming-
ham. An eyewitness account
of the brutal beatmg of both
whites and Negroes was fur-
nished by Howard K. Smith,
CBS chief Washington cor-
fespondent on a special as-
§1gnment in Birmingham.

s Smith was alerted to watch

Bismingham's bus terminals,

by a2 man who said he was
¢lose to the Ku Klux Klan.
The CBS correspondent: said
he " alternately watched the

two: bus stations which are a}’

few blocks apart. A large num-
be'r of heavyset men in sports
oxt;ermg wb t

%.

both terminals. They g
identified to him as Klansmen
without robes.

Receive Word

Late in the afternoon, the
men starting drifting over to
one of the ferminals, Smith
followed. ‘

“They had received word,
learned, that the - passengers!
left over from a bus which
similar hoodlums set on fire
outside Birmingham earlie

.. were about 4o arrive
there,” Smith related.

“As the bus arrived and the
doors opened, about 30 of the
toughs grabbed the passengers
and dragged them into alleys
and corridors beating them
with key rings and sticks and
bare fists. About 12 of the at-

heen described, a city of stark

tackers knocked down one pas-
senger at my teet and kicked
and beat him until his face
was a bloody red pulp.”

“At that moment, a man be-
hind me whispered in my ear,
‘They have identified you

rom having seen you on tele-

vision, they say they're hunt-{
é struck by a club whileling for you. You'd better get

t)

“T left the terminal and
stood on the street corner op-
posite. All of this happened
near police headquarters at
City Hall, near the office of
the extreme segregationist
Police Commissioner Eugene
Connor. But no police showed
lup until exactly 10 minutes
later, by which time the at-
tackers had gone to waiting
cars and had disappeared as|
if on signal from someone in

the know.
“Birmingham is today,”
Smith declared, “as it has

terror and lawlessness.”

The wire service reported;
that the Rev. F. L. Shuttles
worth, Negro leader of the

dggegregatipn movement in

Tiingham, said that Police
Commissioner Connor and
Police Chief Jamie Moore had
been alerted of possible
trouble by telegram. Moore
confirmed that the telegrams
had ‘been received.

The Associated Press quoted
Connor as declaring that he
had been saying for 20 years
that “these out-of-town med-

ling in the South’s business.”

“It happened on a Sunday,
Mother’s Day,” Connor was
quoted as saying, “when we
try to let off as many of our
policemen as possible so they
can spend Mother’'s Day at
home with their families. We
got the police to the bus sta-
tion as quick as we possibly
could.”

Bus Is Ambushed '

Henry Thomas of 1663 New-
fon st. nw., a.student at How-
ard University, told the story
by phone of the ambushing
of the bus at Anniston.

Just before the bus reached
the Alabama town a man

boarded it and warned the
-driver of trouble. When the

bus pulled in “a great big
mob was waiting.” The bus
was surrounded and when the
men were unable to get on
they broke windows and
slashed the tires. The bus
puiled out with cars follow-
ing. About 5 miles west of
town, the tires gave way.

While the driver tried tol

change a tire, the crowd of
men worked the bus over

again.
An incendiary bomb was
thrown through a back win-

dow. (The Associated Press
said that the bomb was be-

‘lieved to have been a  soft

drink botfle containing gaso-

line. The bus was engulfed in

smoke. Passenge gr 0 p e d
. ST

through the smol@
caped before the inside of the
bus burst into flames.

“As I stepped from the'
bus,” Thomas said, “and got
away. so that I could see. a
man hit me with a great big
club.”

Among those on the bus was
Genevieve Hughes, 28, who is
white, She is the daughter of*
Mr. and Mrs. William J.
Hughes of 102 Oxford  st.,
Chevy Chase, Md. Hughes is a
retired lawyer now teaching
at the Georgetown University
Law School.

The passengers aboard the
bus were taken to the hospital
and treated for smoke inhala-
tion and later were released.

James Farmer, ne\ltional di-
rector of CORE, in telegramg‘

to the Attorney. General an
to President Kennedy charge
that Alabama law officials
“stood idly .by while mebsj
overruled the law of the land}
desecrated the face of our N#i{
t10n before the world ”

He called on the Departmiial
of Justice to “act immediat&F
to safeguard the safety of the
public mghways and to pro-
tect interstate passengers.”

Farmer declared that the
Alabama mobs had “served no-
tice that Negro interstate bus
passengers may not travel
with dignity in parts of our
country except at risk of life
and limh.”

Farmer was with. the “fige-
dom riders” when they -left
Washington. He left the trip
to return to Washington
because of the death of hxs
father.

The National Association ]y
for the Advancement ofj
Colored People{a]so urged the
FBI to investigate the ;Yﬁ

assaults on. pas ng rs
state tz‘aveﬁ'




United Press Intematlonal

!%embers of the “Freedom Riders,’” a group sponsored by ' near Anniston, Ala, The group had gone to Alabama for
ﬂ'ge Congress of Racial Equality, sit around the.gutted a desegregation rally in Birmingham and also sought to-
their bus after it was burned by a mob Sunday ] break racial barriers existing in bus terminals there,
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SUBJECT:  CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY D ak
"FREEDOM RIDE 1961"
RACIAL MATTERS; DISTRUCTION OF
AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES

The Director has inquired concerning the statement in .3 p
"The Washingtop Post Times Herald" 5-16-61 wherein the assertion
was made .that fffe Eastern Air Lines plane carrying the Freedom
i‘ﬂiders frem Birmingham, Alabama, to New Orleans, Louisiana, /)
5-15-61 was cleared at the request of the FBI. [} e

o7e SAC, Thomas J. Jenkins has advised that there is no truth
‘ to this st ) e stated that at 6:45 p.m. (Central Standard
Time) one of Capital Airlines, Birmingham, had called
the Birmimgham Office and advised that he had received a telephone
call concerning®™the false bomb report on the Eastern Air Lines

SAC Jenkins stated that he immediately notified
nd

hdvised that Eastern Air Lines
already knew about the threat. lasked SAC Jenkins if -
the FBI would oversee the search of the baggage in order to prevent

anything from being taken, He was informed that the FBI would_not
,lconduct any search or supervise the same and that the decision to

ground the plane and search the plane and baggage was to be made by
the Eastern Air Lines company.L4
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SYNOPSIS
returned to B1rm1ngham from
New Orleans, o/I7/6I. BH :

. t Ch

(LI SRS pabo
The group OF ﬁr;éfﬁ‘tui

up to return to their homes. 4

: The open meeting held in New Orleans by the freedom
riders, 5/17/61, attracted over 1,000 people. There was no
disorder. - .

Speakers at the meeting said the freedom ride was
organized to determine if the President and the Attorney
bicC General would protect them. They encouraged continuing sit-in
demonstrations without violence,

3 has been possibly identifie
' as the man who threw the fire bomb into the bus on 5/14/61

b7C

who is "pretty sure"
b7D 4threw the bomb, is fearful and asked for a guaranteé She would
1not be a witness, She was told no guarantee could be given

but efforts will be made to locate other witnesses.[(

b7C I I who lay in front of the bus to prevent
;] its leavi s 5/14/61, states he lay down because :
he is an ep11ept1c and was d1zzy.£<A . \\\

. Robe;§%She1ton of Tuscaloosa, Imperial Wizard,
*7 Alabama Knights,\knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., allegedly
g'remains in Birmingham and is expecting calls from the Governor's

4 Office. L( ) /':4’/" R£a4 /{{7;/‘) 4 \v"’;ﬁl“/;‘&‘ l:f:; ) rr“‘.. ~ /; é/l ‘.;
1 - Mr. Mohr =~ ‘ : e T 0
1 - Mr. DeLoach S 1Y 24 1961
(«./1 - Mr. Evans . - £EROE
WLM:a€0 400 ™" &) e _;%E;;
-/ A 19
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Memorandum to Mr. Parsons

\A ) !\] ’ i
p7C | _ lhas been arrested by the Birmingham
\police on a chaféf of disorderly conduct after being '

t

identified from e newspaper photograph taken of the
disorder at Trailways bus depot, 5/14/61. u

ACTION

A memorandum is being prepared for the infor-
mation of the Attorney General, L(

NOTE: Details begin on page 3
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Memorandum to M;.\Parsons )
X - DETAILS

; heparted New Orleans 5/17/61
and returned to Birmingham. Hesaid that he will contact
,SAC Jenkins at Birmingham on 5/18/61. [{

The group of freédom riders in New Orleans is
breaking up. 7Twofof them departed 5/16/61 for New York,
and several others have reservations to various destinations
for 5/18/61. '

- b7C

L who are connected
with the New Zion BapTis i on 5/17/61 that
dufing the past two*days they have Yeceived anonymous telephone
calls saying that the caller was going to '"drop a pineapple
- on the church and blow them up.," The caller used vile
language. It was at this church that the CORE group held
an open meeting on the evening of 5/17/61.LA

The meeting of the freedom riders dat the New Zion
Baptist Church was attended by over 1,000 people and many
others were unable to enter because of the crowd. The area
was well protected by New Orleans police and no incidents
were noted. Speakers at the meeting encouraged the audience
to continue sit-in demonstrations but it was stressed that
no violence should be caused and the demonstrators should
be prepared to take whatever trouble they encountered.
It was stated that the purpose of the freedom riders' trip
was to see if the President and the Attorney General would
protect them. The meeting was orderly and ended at 10:00 p.m.
with the demonstrators being instructed to return to their
respective homes.L&

| |lhas stated that she is '"pretty ;
. // sure" |is the man who threw the fire bomk® '
L into the bus on 5/14/61., This statement was made after she
e made a possible idéntificaxinn_irnm_ﬁhotographs and then
- observed him personally. s deglined to submit to
interview until he has obtained counsel.Z?

is a reluctant witness who is fearful biC
for her 1life. When first asked to observe ersonally ,7p
she stated she would do so if the FBI 1 rantee that
she would not be used as a witness. [f:f:f;f:f;tas informed
that the FBI cannot make such a guaranteée bu at every

effort will be made to locate other witnesses.[{

-3 =




b7C \
\

that he
" from the emergency door of the bus with an Eff:jalsed and ;

- %

Memorandum to Mr. Parsons
ﬂ¢/ﬂ7dqa“ \l’ I
MR husband of]| land an

state, has also obser;ed| land
advised that he {\s positivd ___ |was v i i

ry active during
the demonstratioh' w was burned. [f;::lsaid that
he feels that it waaff:fff:ffjwho placed. thé bomb on the.
bus. q ‘ v .
\

b7C

ard a ash, immediately looked up and saw|
walking from a broken bus window with a short leng
logging chain in his Qand.

L7 | states that he observeh |
C \I at tHéXéepot beside the bus on 5/14/61. He looke
;; o;

a high school student, advised
ked up to see a man stepping back

holding a chain which was still in motion. advised
that[:f:::::ﬁbears a close resemblance to this ndividualll
has been identified as the individual
who lay rmTromc—or—the bus to prevent it from leaving the
Anniston terminal on 5/14/61. Upon interview, he alleged
that he is subject to epileptic seizures and that he lay down
in front of the bus because he feltsdizzy and as if he were
about to fall,: He stated that within the next few minutes

he was assisted to a taxicab and taken home where he remained

for the rest of the day. Couch refused to identify the taxi
driver,

driver of the Trailways bus
e trip was without incident until’
he greached Annisteon whegre he found the bus station closed.
At niston he ‘Yearned of the burning of the Greyhound bus
and wa$ instructed not to proceed unless a police escort was
furnished. ' An unidentified police officer requested that he
advise the passengers concerning the burning of the Greyhound
bus and ask their cooperation in observing segregated seating,
did so. but the freedom riders did not change their
seats, The unidentified policeman made a similar request,
but said he woiild not force them to move. Several white male
passengers then tried to move the Negroes by force and a
fight ensued. L(




Memorandum to Mr. Parsons

| left the bus to treat an hysterical
woman passenger and when he returned, the Negroes were in
the back of the bus and the whites were in the front.
The Chief of Police told him he could continue to Birmingham.Ll

b7C

It has been alleged that Robert Shelton of
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, Imperial Wizard, Alabama Knights,
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., is remaining in Birmingham
and expects several calls from the Governor's office.&f

b7C

has been arrested by the Birmingham
Police Department on a charge of disorderly conduct. He

was identified from the newspaper photograph as being involved
in the disorder at the Trailways bus depot on 5/14/61,

He claimed he had merely used the men's room in the depot and
was assaulted when he left the men's room,
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SAC T. J. Jenkins of the Birmingham Office advised that the
Birmingham newspapers were featuring pictures of individuals who were at the
bus station on Sunday, 5/14/61. There was a picture of individuals engaged
in the fight at the bus-station. This has been enlarged by the paper and the
pictures of various individuals have been separated and appear in the paper
under the caption ""Do you know them?" As a result of this the Birmingham
Office is receiving a number of calls from private citizens. Jenkins was
instructed that Agents should contact the individuals and ascertain if they can
identify the persons and what they know about the incident which occurred on
Sunday, 5/14/61. [,(

Birmingham Office is continuing its investigation of the incidents
at Anniston, Alabama and Birmingham bus stations. ({

ACTION:

Jenkins was instructed to have the New Orleans Office interview
members of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) group who were on the
Trailways bus which arrived in Birmingham on 5/14/61. It is noted that the
CORE group will be in New Orleans for at least two days as a meeting is
scheduled for tomorrow night. Jenkins was also instructed to forward photographs
of suspects to New Orleans Office so these could be exhibited to members of the

CORE group to determine if they could identify any of the suspects. -

Jenkins was further instructed to contact| |
or or some other Negro leader who might be acquainted with the
individuals involved in the fight between Negroes and Klansmen in back of the
bus station in an effort to identify the Negro who was reportedly taken away
from there by four Klansmen in a blaclE %utgm.g]@g? {Z;
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ADVANCE, An Organization o “u-~~~»a81ve Youth

A confidential source advised on February 18, 1960,
that Advance was organized at a Founding Convention held in
New York City on February 13 - 14, 1960 L(

Another confildential source advised on March 2,
900 that the Declaration of Principles, adopted at the
Founding Convention of Advance, included the following
pertinent points: a stand for peace and total disarmament;
equal rights; anti-discrimination; struggles against forces
of opposition to the Bill of Rights; an organized approach
to Marxist theory; inform prospective applicants of the
- group's Declaration of Principles., This source stated
that the Declaration of Principles was believed by the
CP, USA Secretariat to be essentially the line of the
Natlonal CP leadership. L« :

"The Worker," an East Coast Communist weekly
newspaper, dated February 28, 1S60, carried an article on
page 14, entitled "New York City Marxist Youth Group Formed."
This article lists four of the top officers of Advance,
including JAKE ROSEN, MARVIN MARIKMAN as Vice~Presidents,
and MIKE STEIN as Educational Director.bL

IAnother confidential source advised on September

23, 1959, at at a meeting of Communiﬁx_xnuhh_heﬁd e

September 20, 1959, | |and were

announced as members of the New York State CP Youth

Commission in charge of student actiy s and Youth é )

Commission Co~ord1nator, resnectively. ghis confident gi

source S

elected
[::::]on December 11, 1959.

The first confidential source advised on March 8,
1960, that Advance maintains a headquarters in Room 636, at 799
Broadway, New York City, and is currently engaged in the
formation of clubs in all boroughs of New York City.L(

ATIAR
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Re: Congress of Racial Equality
Raclial Matters

APPENDIX

ADVANCE, An Organization of Progressive Youth

A confidential source advised on February 18, 1960,
that Advance was organized at a Founding Convention held in
New York City on February 13 - 14, 1960, H

Another confidential source advised on March 2,
l9oO that the Declaration of Principles, adopted at the
Founding Convention of Advance; included the following
pertinent points: a stana for peace and total disarmament;
equal rights; anti-discrimination; struzgles against forces
of opposition to the Bil1 of Rights; an organized approach
to Marxist theory; inform prospective applicants of the

- group's Declaration of Principles., This source stated
that the Declaration of Principles was believed by the
CP, USA Secretariat to be gssentlally the line of the
National CP leadership. Ci ;

"The Worker," an East Coast Communist weekly
newspaper, dated February 28, 1960, carried an article on
page 14, entitled "New York City Marxist Youth Group Formed."
This article lists four of the top officers of Advance,
including JAKE ROSEN, MARVIN MARIMAN as Vice-Presidents,
and MIKE STEIN as Educational Direqtor.q

@r;other confidentizl source advised on September
23, 1959, at at a meeting of Communist youth held
September 20, 1959, JAKE ROSEN and MARVIN MARKMAN were
announced as members of the New York State CP Youth
Commission in charge of student acti es and Youth - (bk
Commission Co-ordinator, respectivel his confldential
source advised on December 2¢, 1959, that MIKE STEIN was
elected Educational Director of the Manhattan CP Youth
Club on December 11, 1959, @\A

The first confidential source advised on March 8,
1960, that Advance maintains a headquarters in Room 636, at 799
Broadway, New York City, and is currently engaged in the
formation of clubs In all boroughs of New York City.zg




OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

o8

. NN

UNITED STATES -

Memoranaum

Mr, ?oé%%gk/

)\‘ ;
C. L. McGoyan,/
5

TO

FROM

SUBJECT: FREEBUS

b7C

Staff, G-Z, DepartmeBt of T

/&

\&\

RBL:1jg /
(5)

62 MAY 26 1961

P"@‘-)

ReC- 16

‘Yfgﬁgi%

== Tolson
Parsons
. Mohr

- Belmont
Callahan
Conrad

DeLoach

Evans
Malone
Rosen
Tavel
Trotter
W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
Ingram
Gandy

5-22-61

DATE:

of the Office of Acting Chief of
he Army, called at 11 p.m., 5-22-61,

and inquired as to the present developments in Alabama.l(

He was informed about the arrests of the four men
for the bus burning incident at Anniston, Alabama, on 5-14-61
and he stated that he was aware of this incident,
furnished the information that the latest reports from Alabama
indicated everything was peaceful.l(

He was
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With further reference to the activities of the Freedom Riders, SAC
Bromwell of the New Orleans Office has advised that there were no incidents
during the night. Members of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) group
stayed at Xavier University, a Negro school, and at private residences in the city.

Bromwell advised that the New Orleans Police Department afforded the group very

close coverage at the airport and has been giving protection to the members of the
group during the day. New Orleans Police have indicated that they fully intend
l to afford protection to the members while they are in New Orleans. L{

The CORE group has a closed meeting scheduled for today. The
New Orleans Office does not have any information regarding any planned activity
1 of demonstrations by the group for today. A large open meeting by CORE is
scheduled for Wednesday night at the new Zion Baptist Church in New Orleans. u

The Greater New Orleans Citizens Council has a meeting scheduled at
the New Orleans auditorium tonight 5/16/61. This meeting will be covered by the
New Orleans Office through informants and Agents. New Orleans was previously
\instructed to cover meetings of the white citizens council by the Bureau in .
connection with integration of public schools of Orleans Parish. L{

Citizens Council, one Jac 1ng1emann, has previously stated to the newspapers ~

"It is noted that :% Executive Director of the Greater New Orleans ;,/?

that the CORE group "has céme too far South. Violence and possible death can
come because of this." af/{ '\B
1\, \ >

ACTION: o rec- 76

New Orleans Office has been instructed to closely follow activities in
New Orleans and to keep the Bureau fully advised of pertinent developments. [(
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Burke Marshall
Assistant Attorney General
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' Civil Rights Division
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determine the bas
two of the so~called "freedom riders,'" were ar
removed from a Greyhound Bus at North Briminghanm,
Alabama, on May 17, 1961, If charges were placed against Z
them please determine their nature, and advise me of 3
further deyelopments in connection with the arrest of 5
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RERGER L N 3 Palis L oo & »
BRI Oy mﬁ& OF FREEJOM RIDERS dER“’\I:\I ATTACKEDCKED
- éY A 05 ARD AT LTAST ONE FREEDG!M RIDER HOSPITALIZED NITH SEVERE
| onTs,
‘ ALA3AMA MOK ACTION SEEKS 8Y VIOLENCE TO O3STRUCT ENFORDEMENT
OF THE SUPREME SOURT DECISION IN THE |REME JORTNAN CASE OF 1941
AND THE BQYMNTON CASE OF 1989,

FEDERAL INVESTIAATION INTERVENTION URIEMTLY REQUIRED

WA DEMAND THAT THE OEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ACT (AMEULATELY TO

SAFE GUARD THE SAFETY OF THE PUsLIC HIGHWAYS AND TO PROTECT
INTERSTATE PASSENGERS INVESTIGATION OF ALABAMA VIOLENCE 5T

3E MADE, AND ADEQUATE STZPS TAKEMN TO PREVENT O3STRRRRRARRR
PREVENT O03STRUCTIOMN 3Y

VIOLENCE OF THE SUPREME COURT DECISION N THE MORGAMN AND BOYNTON
CASES:

REQUEST EARLY MEETING WITH YOU TO DISCUSS THE ABOVE MATTER

CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY
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Tele. Room
FrRoM : C, L. McGo Gandy

sugject: FREEDOM RIDE, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE,
MAY 17, 1961, NATIONAL NON- WI'“““ ""’""‘B;i EDOM

cm”m'trrﬁ' RACIAL MATTERS
ﬁ// p C)
At 9:20 p. m., 5/18/6l,

| | telephoned this office and requested if any of the CORE
group had criminal records. Mr. Guthman said he was making this inquiry
upon the request of Attorney General Kennedy. Mr. Guthman advised that
he was interested in the group of "Freedom Riders" that had been involved

'_Ln_thuu.m.dem_nLiLlALﬁ]_A.r_Q.Iij p. m., Mr. Guthman was advised that _

ere poss1b111ty identical with two individuals

of the same name that had been convicted to a six months Federal jail term
for violation of a Federal Court injunction in that they sailed their ship into
an Atomic bomb testing area in the Pacific Ocean. He was further advised
that| was possibly identical with aI |that had received
a three year Federal sentence for failure to report for induction in New York
City in approximately 1943. [/{

biC

ACTION:

Mr. Rosen, Mr. Malley, Mr. McGowan and Mr. Lavin advised. j,}
The above information furnished to Guthman was received from Mr. Lavi %
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: 96 Vﬁ
SUBJECT:  FREEDOM RIDERS, 1961 £.13 DO 6~
RACIAL MATTERS 55'“3 86:@ TiC %ONTNNE

':
peeneicrior of amepsr oLl pifED
<

CIVIL RIGHTS 2 A HME 7 ' BY

William A. Geoghegan, Assistant Deputy Attorney General,
appeared at the Bureau at 3:15 p.m,, on May 21, 1961, Geoghegan
said that the Attormney General had decided that the Government had
made a strong show of force in Alabama and that now it was time
to follow this up with arrests, He was desirous of obtaining the

names of as many people as possible who could be arrested immediately
in connection with the incidents in the State of AlabamaJ{

Mr., Geoghegan was advised that the investigation being
conducted by the Bureau had not been completed; therefore, full
information regarding the participants was not available, He was
advised that the Bureau would review the information available and
furnish to the Department details which could be reviewed for a
determination by the Department as to whether or not they desired to
initiate any criminal action,

f;?/

L

ACTION:

This request was brought to the attention of Messrs., Malley,
Evans and Parsons. Mr. Rosen at Montgomery, Alabama, was telephonically’-
advised of the Department's request and asked to furnish information ~
developed by the offices. Information was also requested from <
SAC Jenkins in the Birmingham Office as to the current information
which had been developed by that office and its investigations at

Birmingham and Anniston. l( \N\A&J
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Trotter

W.C. Sullivan
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¢
A

SUBJECT: FREEBUS

2par » O 1h€ ny, .elep _LLY
Pentagon and was furnished a brief run-down on occurrences
which have taken place since May 4, 1961,

He was furnished generally background concerning
the bus burning incident at 4nnisten, Alabama, the Trailways
mob scene action at Birmingham, Alabama, and the subsequent
racial disturbance at Montgomery, Alabama, b(

|was particularly interested in knowing
whether or not there was any indication that the Communist
Party was in any way behind the "Freedom Riders,”" He was
advised that to date the Bureau has no information that the \
Communist Party in any way instigated or was behind the scenes ™
in the racial disturbance, g/

1l - Mr;, Mohr

1l - Mr, Belmont
1l - Mr, DeLoach
1 ,
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t

In connection with the Bureau's investigation of the two
situations in Alabama involving the freedom riders, current developments
reflect that investigation is developing witnesses who may possibly be
in a position to substantiate the two violations involved.l4

The first violation under investigation pertains to the burning
of the bus at Anniston, Alabama, since this is a possible violation of
Title 18, Section 33, which makes it a violation to interfere with any
vehicle moving in interstate commerce. The second violation under
. investigation arising out of the same freedom ride is the possible civil
rights violation at Birmingham, Alabama, which involves the violence at
the Trailways station in Birmingham where certain of the group were
beaten up, ,

N
Current developments indicate that at Anniston a special squa&kv
of Agents assigned to this investigation have talked to radio statlon <
owner, one of the passengers on the bus and other persons who are in -
position to furnish 1nformat10n concerning the destruction of the busQ’ \\\

At Blrm1ngham the details will reflect that certain witnesses K
are available to identify participants in the violence which took place Qﬁ\
at the Trailways bus station, [( N

Investigation with reference to these two items is going N
forward on a most preferred basis, A special squad has been sent to the
Birmingham Office to assist in running out this investigation as quickly

B
as possible, LL e ' ;‘ggxs Yy,fs

t

A 5 . ?
The above relates W6 the group which initiated their freedom
ride in Washington, D. C. They have,been dispersed having reached their
destination 1n[§ew Orleans and are no 16nger involved in any freedom

ride activity EX'H, REC- 65 /DG o 22T mag-xz //f i

A separate memorandum has been prepared pertalnlng to’ the
current group which left Birmingham, Alabama, and who today proceeded{(
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Memorandum for Mr. Parsons
to Montgomery, Alabama.
This is the group which initiated their so-called freedom

ride out of Nashville, Tennessee on 5/17/61 which was, of course,
subsequent to the initial group which started out in Washington, D. C.,

on 5/4/61. b(

Details follow. l,(
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Memorandum for Mr. Parsons
Re: FREEDOM RIDE 1961 .

DETAILS
AT ANNISTON, ALABAMA | ,w*’

FL»w

b7C Anniston, Alabama,
identified the person in a photograph taken at the bus depot who was
sitting on the pavement in front of the bus as the same individual
" who pounded on windows with his fists and shouted obscene remarks to
the passengers.JE;:;;;]stated that the same individual is one who beat
upon and shatte windows with an object resembling
the scene of the burhing, It is believed this person is| k47
and[  |is certain he could identify him if seen in person. [F )
prc observed| a passenger, as he was struck
on the head with a heavy log chain ag | left the burning bus. He
could not identify the wielder of the chain, | overheard some

unknown person say, "Watch it now, We're going to have a smoke bomb
in there." {1 NP { L (¢

A

gE has advised
that he is the owner of“a 1961 Ford, light blue pickup truck bearing
Alabama license | | admitted going to the Greyhound bus
station at Anniston on May 14, but denied that he struck the bus, He
admitted driving his truck in front of the bus for part of the distance
from Anniston to -the int where the bus burned but he denied impeding
or obstructing bhus, Lio :

BiC

| Atlanta,éhas furnished information that a 1960 or 1961
pickup truck possibly green Ford with Alabama licens ut in
front of the bus, slammed on its brakes and obstructed The bus,

Ny

. A .a’
pic | _|'Sumter, South Carolina, a member of the
Congress R E ORE) has positively identified the
photograph of as the person she observed smashing the

windows of the"bus.&( > AT

4 b7C The Anniston K1 a Knights of the KKK held
‘a"meeting on 5-18-61 with presiding, At the start

 of the meeting as the password was given to| Py every
person present whispered in reply, n sScuss Sunday.“é/

RBL:ijk ‘ -3 -




Memorandum for Mr. Parsons

Re: PREEDOM RIDE’ 1681 "

spoke*and complimented those present on their enthusiasm and size
of the group. However, no mention was made of the 5-14-61 incidents
at Anniston or Birmingham, Another visitor at the meeting also from

Chattanooga was the | A description of this
individual is similar to an unidentified individual in a photograph

in the bus depot Anniston, an individual who was carrying a chain in
his right haid. Attempts are being made to identify this individual[/

AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

- Trailways

.man directed some of the men to demant

Birmingham Db7C
News, believes that he can Identify two persons he saw at the
Trailways bus station on 5-14-61,

b7C
Birmingham News, states that
present at the

1-61 and 1 hat| LS
identified a ta in
took three

: the tall thin
' him.u

very close to
white male wh ; :
pictures of the mob beating reggrggﬁ

o, A7
A 71 year old Negro, Jghnniqxgyers who was struck about the
face and eyes while standing on the street a block or two from the

Birmingham News as Melvin

' Trailways bus station, ideptified a photograph which appeared in the
/GE

ve. |}

b7C

| |a porter, and a dispatcher of
the Trailways Bus Terminal, both advised that ndo police officers
arrived until about 4:25 or 4:30 p.m. when the mob action had ceased.
Neither could identify any members of the mob.‘L(
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5 A QM“&Z&*“M 18, 1961 &

TO : Mr, Parsons

Trotter

7 y =1><// Aﬁ “ALLIFORMATICH CONTAINED 46

rrow ¢ A Roselgin HEREIN IS, UNCLASSIFIED i
o] DATE BY %ﬁgﬂ N
SUBJECT: CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUAL J ¢
"FREEDOM RIDE 1961" )37 ép[h?/&w gy
- RACIAL MATTERS; DESTRUCTION OF A s

AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES

\\ The Director has inquired concerning a school operated by the
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) in Miami which teaches delegates the
technique of creating situations similar to those presently going on in Alabama.
The Director desired to know if the Bureau had any know}edge €0 ermng
this school. [,i J(

The school, known as CORE"'s Interracial{Action stltute,
was established in Miami j st, 19 Classes were conducted at the
Sir John Hotel, 276 Northwest Sixth Street, Miami. The school was
established as a leadership school to train young Negroes who would return
to their own communities to teach the tactics of fighting segregation. The
curriculum consisted of teaching the students how to conduct sit-in
demonstrations and actual practice was conducted in having them control their
reflexes and to take abuse without any retaliatory action. Approximately
thirty students attended this Institute which lasted for three weeks. Some
white students also attended the Institute. [{

. One
[ { is quoted as predicting that sit-ins would be staged during the session of the
Institute. Sit-ins were conducted and various students from the Instityte
were jailed when the sit-in demonstrations were attempted in Miami.

This information was furnished to the Department and interested
intelligence agencies by memorandum 8/19/60, L{

1 - Mr. Mohr
1 - Mr. Del.oach
1 - Mr. Evans Q\w
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TO . Mr. Roset%; { ' h,." 16, 1961 Rosen
il Trotter
(\LL INFOT "!\”0%!5 %Nm N!D | S i

FROM C L MceGq4 ‘FEI"}E!M lf\ AN "‘LAQQ rIFD Tele. Room

Ingram
Wi Gandy

DATE BY & IU
susject: Y'CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY / } .
TFREEDOM RIDE 1961 SSAg03eod/el
'RACIAL MATTERS; DESTRUCTION OF 3~/3.96 L

AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES A9). 3 Y

With reference to the activities of the Freedom Riders, SAC
Bromwell of the New Orleans Office has advised that John Seigenthaler, Special
Assistant to the Attorney General, had contacted the New Orleans Office.
Mr. Séjgenthaler furnished the identities of the fourteen members of Congress
of Racial Equality (CORE) who flew to New Orleans last night from Birmingham,
Alabama. He identified these individuals as follows: M

1 E b7C

: ! /‘ White Colored

Mr, Seigerithaler further advised that three representatives from the press
also ascompanied the above individuals on the flight to New Orleans. {{

SAC Bromwell stated that Mr, Séigenthaler advised that he had
proceeded to Birmingham on the specific instructions of the Attorney General
because the Attorney General felt that additional violence in Birmingham was likely
and that the presence of his personal representative on the scene might deter
further violence. $eigenthaler plans to remain in New Orleans until members of the
CORE group leave the city. He is presently staying in Room 609 of the Jung Hotell/

i T i

SAC Bromwell advised that Agents of the New Orleans Office are”

interviewing those individuals who were aboard the Trailways bus in the Freedom[/

JGK:ers ,../) P S
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1 - Mr. DeLoach . g ; //\
1 - Mr. Evans 106 MAY R&
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The Greyhound ~ nembe1s of
the £Ongress of Racial Equality (CORE), while
proceeding from Atlanta, Ga., to Birmingham, -
Alabama, 5/14/61, was halted by a group of
men .at Anniston, Alabama, and burned.

A Trailways bus containing other members of
CORE arrived at Birmingham, 5/14/61, and
members of CORE were severely beaten at the
bus station.

Birmingham and Anniston police authorities
had been fully apprised of anticipated vio-
lence prior to the arrival of the above buses.

The requested investigation is already being
vigorously pnrsued hy the Bure.u,A

L, 5503
W R | e Seregfier
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Memorandum for Mr. Rosen

Ride 1961 and who were not previously interviewed by the Birmingham Office.
These individuals include M

b7C

A press conference by members of CORE was to be held today at
St. Michael's Dormitory, Xavier University, New Orleans. The large open
meeting by CORE is still scheduled to be held Wednesday night at the new Zion
Baptist Church in New Orleans. No demonstrations by members of the CORE
group are planned in New Orleans at this time, [,i

According to SAC Bromwell Mr. Seigenthaler advised that b7cC

Negro, a member of the CORE group participating in the Freedom

Ride 1961, had been scheduled to fly with other members of the group to
New Orleans on the evening of 5/15/61. [ |became ill at the airport
awaiting passage on the plane, however, and consequently remained in
Birmingham where he is temporarily staying at the residence of

Birmingham Negro leader.

ADDENDUM: (JGK:ers 5/16/61)

United Press and Associated Press had contacted the New Orleans Office and

stated that members of CORE had issued a statement to the press indicating . \
that the FBI was conducting investigation into the incidents of violence in Alabama
and members of CORE being interviewed.by Bureau agents. ASAC Sylvester stated
that any inquiries from the press in this connection would be answered by stating '
that certain inquiries were being conducted by the FBI to determine if a Federal
violation had occurred in connection with the incidents in the Staterof Alabama.

ASAC was referred to Mr. Kemper in Mr, DeLoach's office who approved this
procedure in answering press inquiries concerning the matter. L(

ﬂ//ﬂ Y2 -

ASAC Joseph Sylvester of the New Orleans Office advised that \
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dDirector
T0 * : Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: A
12
Burke Marshall MAY 1
FROM : Assistant Attormey Gemneral BM:JIM:11h T7BHT &
Civil Rights Division i vl
A 144~1-554
SUBJECT:" ﬁq“gress of Racial Equality
"Freedom Ride 1061
Racial Matters' Destruction of
L* N . Aircraft and Motor Vehicles (
H- e e 4
o.rn’ﬁjlﬁa SS&_QQABKDD (L
aqﬁgab\ I wish to refer to your memoranda of May 15 and 16,

1961, relating to this subject and to my discussions with i 4
Mr, Rosen concerning it, I understand that an investiga- %
tion is under way and the purpose of this memorandum is  #iR
to advise you of the nature and extent of this Division‘sgigﬁ
interest in the matter, R
~ Y
In view of the racial characteristic of the incidents 5%
involved, this Division will assume jurisdiction over all
possible violations of federal law growing out of the acts
of those persons who impeded the members of the CORE delega-
tion in the pursuit of their right to travel in interstate
commerce, including the violation of 18 U.S$,C. 33 involved
in the destruction of the Greyhound bus at Anniston,
Alabama, I also desire to have both the destruction of
the Greyhound bus, above referred to, and the incident
involving the fight on May 14 in the Trailways Bus Station
at Birmingham, Alabama, completely investigated for possible
violations of 18 U,5.C. @241 and 342, P{Such investigation
should explore the p0531b111ty that 1aw enforcement officers
either participated in the acts of violence at Anniston and
Birmingham or, although aware:of the imminence or actuality
of the unlawful acts of the mobs calgulated to deprive the
CORE members of their right to travel freely in interstate
commerce, failed or refused to take prompt and effective
action within their power to protect the victims in the
free exercise and enjoyment of such right.

I am also attaching a copy of a telegram addressed 12
to the Attorney General byh ’

[:::::::;L As you will note, allcges F) €ETO
6$ passengets were ordered to move to rear seats by a bus

driver.z This incident, since it appears to have been an ,ghv“
\ \%b\ 1ntegraﬁpart of the activities of the groups seeking to
,//// b fede the CORE members in their journey, should also be PR
SS&K? ¥ncluded in the investi ation ) S ‘ & -
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This Division intends to file criminal informations
promptly and to proceed at once to trial in the event your
investigation establishes any violation of federal law
and the identity of any of the violators,

The prompt cooperation I have received in this matter

and the expeditious institution of the investigation are
deeply appreciated,

™~
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RO3ERT KENNEDY 4}(4y a Zm

4 Q
OEPT OF JUSTICE Ja3HDC
§ !
TODAY, *AY 14, ALAIAMA 03 DEFIED THE SUPRENE COURT IMN THE

INTERSTATE COMMERGCE COF11SS10MN, AN) STRVED NOTICE THAT MEARO i
INTERSTATE 3US PASSIINIRS #aY 50T TRAVEL #1TH OIANITY Il PART et

OF OUR COUNTRY EXCEXT AT RISK OF LIFE AMD LIM3. ALA3AMA LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS STOOD 1JLY 3Y WHILE 1103 OVER RULED THE  |G=N. LI™.
LAW OF THE LAND AMND OESSICATE) THE FACE OF OUR NATIOM 35FOARE |
THE +/ORLD.
TOOAY, A SREYHOUHD 73S TRAVELINA FROM ATLANTA TO 31RMINGHAM
v/ WdAS AMBUSHED) 0UTS|OE OF-ANNISTON ALABAMA BY FIFTY WHITE MEM, : q
ITS TIRES SLASHED, JINDONS‘SHASHEJ, TEAR QAS HURLEDVONS|DE,
AMD THE 1uS FINALLY 3ET AFIRE AMD AUTTED 3Y FLAMES, AMOMG THE

PASSEHNGERS WERE SEVEN FRELIOH RIDERS, NEARO AND WHITE, . TRAVELIM

[*5)

INTERSTATE TO THE SOUTH JNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE CONGRESS
OF RACIAL EUALITY, NON=VIOLENTLY SEEKINA UNSESRAGATED USE
OF ALL FACILITIES CONNECTED #ITH INTERSTATE 3US TRAVEL |M ACCORDANCE
A1 TH THE B0OYNTOM CASZ JECISION OF THE SUPREME COURT., ALL SEVEQ
FRECDOM RIDERS RENUIAREZD HOSPITALIZATION.

ONE HOUR LATER, 3LvEi OTHER INTERSTATE FREEJOY RIDERS

ON A TRAILWAYS 3US ALSO AT AN STON ALA3AMA, WERE _SEVE {cy_.y f c, VL

BEATEN 3Y £13HT HOOOLUMS (5510 THE 3US AFTER NESRO pAsr“unggﬁ?ﬁ

FAILED 70 HOVE TO REAR SEATS JHEN OROZRED TO 00 SO 2y TH ‘;QS

DRIVER 1t YIOLATION OF THE 1946 SIPREIE COURT JECTSION IN

| REME MORGAY CASE POLICE OMCE ASAIN STOOD TOLY 3Y ARR|VINA

“‘Y 1 6 m' - - o ,'\" ) _‘,/:,_,:‘ . A' : ‘ . )t;{.
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