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The Director has inquired as to whether the Interracial
Action Institute of the Congress of Racial Equality, established
in Miami in August, 1960, is still in existence. K(

Miami has advised that this school lasted only three -
weeks and no classes have been held since September, 1960, u
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The Attorney General ‘ | May 24, 1961
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ATRCRAPT or MOTOR vwgm CIVIL RIGHTS

% -2 y .QSQ&QADC‘AL NG/, 9. G
Addltion 1 nformation has been received
regarding the efforts of the Communist Party to capitalize
upon the racial disturbances in Alabana.[{

; - On May 22, 1961, there was a closed nmeeting
of the Astoria-Ravenswood-Sunnyside c1ub ot the Connunist

] ]

g bIC - |stated that in conmection with the
2 < “freegom riders, the Communist Party, USA, is attempiing,
-7 . «~ voon aTnational scale, to organize college studeants, labor /ﬂ
unions, Negroes, Puerto Ricans and Spanish-speaking people
to proceed by buses in racially mixed groups to Alabama,
It was pointed out that the colleges would soon close for
sumiper vacation and Weinstone said that adequate contacts
have already been made in the collegca(?<)

At the above communist meeting, the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People was
denounced for not speaking out openly concerning the atrocities
in Montgomery, Alabama. It was also stated that the Qommunist
Party in New York is considering organizing rallies to be
held in Yankee 3tadiuwn or the Polo Grounds and in Union
Square. No dates were mentioned for taking the action
described above but it was agreed that this is a golden
opportunity to increase the Communist Party‘'s effortse among

the Negroes, .
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The Attorney General

Those in attendance at tho meeting unanimously

v 'ugrood that when President Kennedy and Premier Khrushchev
‘ meet in Vienna, Mr. Kennedy will be embarrassed when

Mr. Khrushchev asks him how the United States cam preach

freedom in light of the situation in Aldbanzfék{)

1 - Mr. Byron R. White
Deputy Attorney General .

1 - Assistant Attorney General
Burke Marshall

1 - Assistant Attormey General -
Herbert J. Miller, Jr. :

NOTE:

Based on memorandum Rosen to Parsons, 5/24/61,
captioned "Freebus" classified'@onfidential” because
unauthorized disclosure would be prejudicial to the defense
of the nation. b(
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The Attornéy General ‘ ' k May 20, 1961
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Director,‘ FBI _ @ AU_ IPVFORMATIOAJ N ED
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RACIAL MATTLRS; DISTRUCTION OF 77 BYryacks
AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEXICLES; CIVIL RIGHTS

R9), 329

We have determined that there is no factual bzsis
for the allegations that appeared in an editorial in the
"Rirminghanm Pezi-Herald” ra Koy 24, 19C1, soncoerning
threatenlng calls receliv i by t“e viife of & Deputy U. S.

Marshal who had bLoen scat to Eonirnroor, Als fron
Birmingham,
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ere rcceived by either|
did lcave Birninghon ta

at Northport, L 5 -l:ana, but she digd ¢
pregnant and L ize hysterical ovor ;uﬁ .
husbar *. | | has now “:<n yoleann?

Pontge iy to iciurn home, Neitior|
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| could offer any expizanti. i 10T ius

i - A new group of zcoven frecron ridor

"'aollce._,Revcr nd Wyatt Vaulker, assistant to Iever.ad Mari.
P

/-7 home of Reverend Abernatna.[1 1fy
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Montgomery yvesterday fro .. Atlanta, P@arﬁi“,
is | | who is vhite and 1S a G ‘",in ok

e

o While in Atlant:, the group held a prcésﬁcﬁnforence
at the church of Rgverend iartin LutherKing. They stated
that they expected- to contuct Reverend King at Montgomory
and later travel on to Lirmingham and then through Hississippl

to New Orleans, Louisiana,

S e e

T

ORIGINAL COPY FILED iy /. &~ % —J 22

The Croyhound bus which carried the grouy from
Atlanta was escorted ia%o the Pontgomery terminal bf state

King, met'‘the group at”ite bus statzon to ta e tnb STOUR
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The Attorney Genéral

e advised Lth&t he conierzred with
Innd InTormed nim that Governcr Patterson
=3 % 11 hat full protection should be afforded to the
cltizens of Alabama. | |pointed out that

) ~ |group I8 unusual In that it requires more
an ordinary protection, IHe therefore rc-. ~ tad th he
receive advance notification whencvor ax]
Reverend King, Reverend Abornathy ov J37 of wacir group
plan to leave Reverend Zbhernathy‘s residence in order that
appropriate arrangement: can be ansade to {urnish proteetion.f/

| |stated that the most difficult
security problem in HMontgomery im the protection of
Reverend Abernathy's home. Last night he had thirty
National Guardsmen stationed at the house and he bolieved
flood lights should be installed to cover &ll appro&ches
including the rear of the house, b{

kg for

sxpressed his personal thisn
the informaticr ¢ ) received from ithe FRI roz-vdiag the
possible ambus o i Uhe buses which carried th s freedom
riders from Mo ijoumery, Alabama, to Jullaon, dississiopi,

ron May 24, 19Gi, | |expressed the opinion that
the information ha gen completcly reliable tad the busges

would have been ambushed if adequate securi.: <easures had
not bLeen taken., He personally observed the Lrea which our
informant had said was designated for the anbush and felt
that 4t had been well selected for such sction.

dded that he hopes his zood relations with tiae IBI
will continue,

National Guardsmen were withdrawn from the streets
" of Hontgomery last pight but rorcined at the bus and traim
depots and the airport as wall o5 at the hone of Reverend
Abernathy. National QGuardsmen remained ready for immcdiate
action at the armory in HMontgouory, [?

With regard to the burning of the lreyhound bus .
&t Anniston, Alabama, on kay 14, 1261,
one of the four subjects arrested by Ff nts on KA ,L{

.
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281, has been roleased on {5,030 boad waich has booa
areongoed by Doy C)&gcatt, Aunloton, Alnbnia, aad Romioth L.
Alomg, Orand Crageon, U.e 8. Klowns, Koighis of the u Lasui

Rien, Incorporaied. L{{ '
(AN B
Vie will continne to zdvise tho Departnoat of
pertiaent developnenis, K ~
1 - lUr, Byron 2. Vhito
Deputy Attoracy Ceaneral

1 « Acsgistane fiisracy Goacral
Lurke Il 0 L

1 -« &eglo. 0 Lilorncy dontral
Herbe. . 4, Liller, Jdr.
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Deputy Attorney General Byron R. White telephoned at 9:55 p, m. ,
and advised that he had been discussing the situation at Birmingham with
the Attorney General and both of them are concerned at the possibility
of further violence at Birmingham, They were particularly concerned
as to the possibility of additional Negroes arriving from other localities
or the possibility of an uprising on the part of Negroes in the Birmingham
area., u

To  :  Mr, Parsons DATE:  May 17, 1961

, Mr, White said that if there were any signs of a race riot situation
developing in Birmingham he felt it was incumbeniupoq the Justice Department
to try and make some plan: - andto arrange for the necessary forces, V .

,eit'ﬁ"eli Federal or state, to cbntro} such a situation and to preserve the peace.

e st £ B oA S E———

-

Mr, White was informed that Agents of our Birmingham Division ’
would be working on this matter throughout the night maintaining close
contact in the situation and any facts that were developed indicating such . *

a situation would be immediately brought to the attention of the Assistant -

Attorney General Burke Marshall regardless of the hour. Mr, White ’

said that he and the Attorney General would feel more assured knowing that Q .

this would be done. |f I SR A B ¢
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b7C SAC.T. J. Jenkins of the Birmingham Office advised that
information had been received from a potential confidential

informant (PCI) of the Birmingham Office which was of interest.
PC had called and stated that she had been at
the bus station and overheard remarks that the Negroes had been

e FBI was helping them., She had also heard that
as telling the people that four men were his

as follows (Tnellinz_ns_nzgxided_h!_zﬂl
a man named

ccording to the informant the Negroes were

b7D

an
saying that these men were with the FBI and were helping them.C(
b7C
It may be noted thatl |both of
the Civil Rights Divisdion and | of the Attorney
General's Office were in Birmingham, | |and [ |had

proceeded to Montgomrxx_gn_izlgzgljand| [plans to go to
Montgomery 5-20-61, of Life magazine was also in
Birmingham during the incidents at the bus station.

ACTION:

D7C of'the Civil Rights Division was advised
of the rumor of the story being circulated around the bus station
in Birmingham, Alabama.
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FROM

SUBJECT
&V MAY 17, 1961 \

1t NATIONAL NONVIOLENT FREEDOM COMMITTEE
o RACIAL MATTERS

In the interest of efficiency and economy the code word
"FREEBUS" is being assigned to the investigation of captioned matter.u

A che?g_haa_b_e_e_n_ma[dé with the Files and Communications b7C
Division through of the Service Unit, and there is nothing

in Bufiles to preclude the use of this code name. M \
ACTION: . N
This memorandum should be routed to the Files and
Communications Division for its information. M \ .
A%
1 - Mr. Mohr - {\‘:
1 - Mr., Tavel ; - f‘f\;
JGK:bwd ] o , v
J— e N
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SAC Weeks of the Atlanta Office telephonically advised of information
received of additional contemplated rides by colored students into Alabama. é{

SUBJECT: FREEBUS

James L. Woods, Administrative Assistant to Reverend Martin Luther
King with Southern Christian Leadership Conference, had advised the office
that they had planned to issue a press statement reflecting that organized groups
of colored students will be riding buses: into Alabama beginning tomorrow. He
said that some undirected groups reportedly had left. [4

Woods stated that this was being held up at the moment inasmuch as
Reverend King was having a strategy conference in Montgomery and that after
the conference was completed, he would know what plans they had Ul

Woods indicated that they had volunteers from a number of cities
for individuals to ride buses. He advised that the colored students would go
into Alabama and would continue going in until either Governor Patterson or
the Attorney General of the United States assures them of freedom or safe passage
on the buses in Alabama. K

Woods stated that he would advise the Atlanta Office of any information
concerning groups departing, u

ACTION:

SAC Weeks was instructed to immediately furnish this information in
detail to Mr. Rosen and the special squad in Montgomery, Alabama, so that the
Federal authorities in Alabama would be aware of the contemplated trave
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R 91839 The group of seven freedom ride
Coffin, Chaplain at Yale University, vho arrived ia Montgomery,
Alshama, on May 24, 1961, was nrrested by the sheriff at the
Tr&¥lways bus station, lcntgoneryq Nxy 25, 1961, when they

The Attorney General May 26, 1961

CLASSIFIED AN
EXTEHEED BY
TEASCN FOR EX
oI, L1242 4
. " TE OF REVIEY

- ASSIFICATI

, OR m VEHICLES, CIVIL RIGHTS
VECLa o SIFIEN]

8996 SSAQBOS‘KDD/O:L on. )=,

led IE%EEZ

went. to the white lunch counter,

everend Wyatt Walker, Reverend Ralph Abermathy, Reverend:'
Fred: Shuttlesworth and Bernard S. Lee, a Negro from Atlanta,’

Georgia., All of those arrested were charged with breach of =
‘the. peace and they were all in custody this morning in lieuy-

otJ 090 bond each, Trial has been set for June 16, 1961,

- Martin Luther King returned to Atlanta, Georgia,
on ﬂay 25, 1961,

8 Negro who is an

Arrested, also, with the seven freedom riders we fyw

=
=
5

b7C

active leader in Integration matiers, was shot on the afternoon

of May 28, 1961, as he walked down the driveway of his home
1n a subiirb of Montgomery, Alabama. The shot was fired by

a .group of white teen-agers who were driving by at a high rate

of speed and | believed they used a ,22 caliber

rifle, M V
At the time the shot was fired, the victim was '/—
raising his hand to his mouth and the bullet entered his right-

arm approximately six inches above the wrist. He was given

medical treatment and relemsed '1t bullet still in his arm,

The bullet is lodged between two n and it was considered
unnecessary to remove it at this time, .The sheriff's office
is investigating the shootiﬁg but hﬁa,divblopgg no suspects.
A:_u REC- 3] (00— 5 4G D=~
It is th nsensus of our, ﬂourceswin Jackson,

o o
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The Attorney General

Aayrested there on May 24, 1961, will be convicted at their
trial on May 26, 1961, and will then be released pending
appegl. These sources believed that the freedom riders will
be the grincipal speakers at the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) meeting which im to be
held this evening at the Negro Masonic Temple in Jackson,
State and leoal suthorities are aware of this meeting and the
Jackson police have advised that they will cover it to insuwre

that law and order are maintained and to preveni any possible
violenes, L( :

The Jackson police have said that it would be very
difficult for them to adeguately cover both situations if
additional freedom riders should arrive in Juckson at the
same time the NAACP meeting is being held., Arrangements have
been made to insure that the Jackson police sre advised immedi-~
ately if the freedom riders preseatly in jail st Montgomery,
Alabamna, should arrange for travel to Jhckaon.Z/ '

We have been informed that local authorities have
made plans to admit the public to the trial of the freedom
riders in Jackson on & basis of egqual representation of white
and Negro spectators., When the courtroom is filled, the

police will turn away those who remain ocutside and will net
pernit crowds to gather, S

A man telephonsd the St. Louis Office of the FBI
yesterday and identiifed himself as Charles Oldham, attorney
and National Chairman of Congress of Racial Eguality (CORE).
He stated he planned to depart from 8t. Louis on May 28, 1961,
arriving in Jackson, Mississippi, at 5:06 sa.m,, the same date

for the purpose of being present or serving as counsel at the
trial of the twenty-seven freedom riders.ui?

! Ef the Mississippi Highway Safety
Patrol s ESLOrAay at he had received no instructions

from the Governor of Mississippi comcerning the action to be
taken 1f the freedom riders in custody in Jackson are released.
He added that he has made no plans to cope with this contingency
but that he will bhe willing to ¢scort them to the state line

if he is given assurance that they will not return,

CONFI §ﬁ€}tﬁrx AL
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The Attorney General ,

A~capzidential source has advised that the National
Executive Committee of the Young Socialists Alliance (YSA) has
decided that YSA should enter imto the freedom ride issue,
Instructions have gone out to . jocal units of YSA to immediately
initiate demonstrations and picketing at interstate bus
terminals. The organization seckse to transform this issue
into a militant antisegregstion action on the part of high
school and college students throughout the country, They
desire more militant action than is provided by CORE, but

allegedly they do not advocate violence although they will
condone’violence should it occur,

The source has almso informed us that YSA will attempt
to activate Fair Play for Cuba Committee youth councilse
throughout the United States to support antisegregation,
Attempts will also be made to reactivate various ad hoc
antisegregation conmittees which were previously formed on
behalf of the sit-in movement against Woolworth stores

: The YSA is a youth group under the domination and
control of the Socialist Workers Party. |/

In connection with the burning of the bus at Anniston,

Alabama, on May 14, 1961, Dalford Leonard Roberts was released
on $5,000 bond on May 25, 1961, [

A confidential informant has advised that a meeting
was to be held last night by Eastview Klavern 13, Alabama Knights,
Knights of the Ku Xlux Klan, Incorporated, to determine whether

the klavern should go underground as a ro'ult of the FBI
investigation of this matter, L

C. R, Hammond of Newnan, Georgia, and W.C. Hancook
of Hapeville, Georgia, were arrested at Ls Grange, Georgia,
for distributing leaflets on May 24, 1961, The leaflets stated,
“"There will be a troublemaking group in our town today at
7:40 p.m, at the Greyhound bus station., This is a trip being
made to integrate our town, These Negroes and troublemaking

white people are protected by people that are being paid with
our tax money." L{

CONFI D\?(e TIAL
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The Attornay General

Hammond and Hancock were charged with violating
a city pagphlet ordinance, Bond was get at 51,000 cach and
tried ‘s ﬂpﬁ for May 26, 1961, A search of Hammond 8 car
disclosed a mmber of application forms for United Klan
Knights of. the Ku Klux Klan of America, Incorporated. 11

Three additional white men were arrested for attempting
b7C to organize a crowd of several hundred persons who had gathered

at the bus terminal in La Grange, Georgia, at approximat
7:30 p.mJ_nn_lnn_zd__igﬁl. These men were i
an of Nownan, Georgixa, . and of

apeville, Georgia. Bond was set at al,?gﬂ_gagg_gﬁd trial is
scheduled for May 26, 1961, A search of car by

local police located two loaded .45 caliber revolvers, one
loaded .38 caliber revolver, a twenty-four-inch club,
a blackjack and a hammer,

A{nnniidanxial_inin:manz_ni_ﬁur Atlanta QOffice has
b70 advised tha £ the United Klans,

EKnights of the XKu Klux Klan of America, Incorporated. The
b7D informant advised that] jof the

United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Kian of America,
Incorporated, Realm of Georgia, roques:t:;:f:jtbuil be obtained

for those arrested. The informant tol hat those
arrested were acting as individuals and behalf of the
United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of America,
Incorporated, who had authorized no action in connection with
the freedom riders,

- Intensive investigation is continuing and pertinent
developments will be brought to the attontion of the Department, (

1 - ¥r, Byron R, White
Deputy Attorney General

1 - Assistant Attorney General
Burke Marshall

l- Assiatant Attorney General
Herbert J. niller, Jr. '

1 - Assistant Attorney General
J. Walter Yeagioy
HOTE: This is classified "Conffdential" because disclosure of
the source furnishingfinformation concerning the YSA would
CONFI %j% NTIAL
be prejudicial to thelnational defemse, |f
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The Attorney General May 26, 1961
L b7C
. el @2
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Information has been received by through the
Jackson, luississippi, Police Department thati of Nashville, b7C
Tennessee, who is presently staying at Tougaloo Southern Christian

College, has requested that additional riders be sent into Jackson,

Mississippi, on May 26, 1961,

The Jackson Police Department advised this w b7C

information had been recei a reliable source that
had contacted (Phonetic) in Naghville, Tennessee
reguested th send more riders to Jackson, Mississippi. ’|:|

is reported to have advised that he would send all of the students he

—Toura who were not taking examinations and that he would gend these
individuals to Jackson from Memphis and Nashville, Tennessee, and from
Atlanta, Georgia. so indicated that students were coming o
from "iley College in Texas.  |[ .

:lxs reported to have advis that the
eople of Jackson were taking this matter entirely too ¢ y, but that

o er May 26, 1961 they would have ca to remember this
1>z _date, She is reported to have instructe o send the riders by
i rivate automobiles if he could. || V

| ; : b7c W

@ # " Information was also receiyed that had tried .. .t
n touch with Reverend Martin L.uthep”King at Atlanfa and a| ,
n Memphis, Tennessee. It was not known whether she was i =x
successful in reaching either of these men, I e ®mE
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Tolson The Jackson Police Department has advised our office of ak
foem ——information received that two individuals who are members of the-National g
Be‘mmwent Non-Violent Group at Tennessee A, and 1. e Unlvers ty in x

Callahan

Conrad _of ashville, Tennessee, are also coming to Jackson.'

DeLoach

Evans idividuals were identified as

Malone
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The Attorney General

The Jackson Police Department has made arrangements to
control the courtroom at the hearing which will be afforded the freedom
riders today. This Bureau has been advised that newsmen will be the
only white pergons admitted to the courtroom. Negroes will be allowed
as spectators until the seats are filled. The police are not gaing to allow
anyone in the parking lots or on private property near the courthouse.

The Police Department has asked the Mississippi Highway
Patrol for assistance and has been assured that this will be given. The
Vicksburg, Mississippi, Police Department is also giving assistance to
the Jackson Police Department, and the Vicksburg police are sending
their dogs to assist in maintaining order. |(

The Jackson, Mississippl, Police Department has advised the
Mississippi Highway Patrol about the praposed arrival of additional
individuals from Atlanta, Memphis and Nashville and the report that
people appeared to be taking things too calmly in Jackson. M

1 - Mr. Byron R. White
Deputy Attorney General

1 - Aggistant Attorney General
Burke Marshall

1 - Assistant Attorney General
Herbert J. Miller, Jr.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 d Tolson
Pars
UNITED STATES GOVE]’IENT ' Mohe

Belmont
Callahan

Memoran a’um ‘ Cor

}\} - ,’% Malene
v § TO © Mr, ROé§Eﬁl§j DATE: 5/22/61 fosen

Trotter

W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
FROM C. L, Mc@ Gondy

BN
SUBJECT:  FREEBUS C n L J
S b7C
At 11:52 p,m,, 5/21/61, Mr. Rosen advised that he
had just talked with who seemed very satisfied

with the situation., ad been in touch with Washington
and they also seemed:;;:;;]satisfied. U

The Governor had stated he did neft _need anv
assistance, particularly the assistance of

men,
u b7C

of Public Safet
a National Academy man, has been in touch with
they have developed a mutual respect. It was who called
the Governor and recommended the sending out oI reserve
forces which resulted in the Governor's declaration of
martial law, M

has conducted himself in a fine manner bic

throughout this difficult situation. He saved the life

of a Negro who was beaten by the mob at the P
Montgomery pus station, 5/20/61, and he has been making o
every effort to cooperate with the Federal Government in e
every possible way.

An Agent was maintaining liaison at state police
headquarters until the Governor called | |and said b7C
he did not need any assistance, The Agent was removed from
state police headguarters but[t:::]ls continuing to cooperate
and is continuing to furnish us with information,

e a&%‘ T,’?ﬁ p i
WLM:aeo ﬂ‘p \ ‘L ~<”;f4’ ~75=' Vo
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(// | 15 MAY 25 1961
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245 Forkner Drive
Decatur, Georria
May 23, 1961

ALL INFORMATIZ CONTAINED
HERFIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 4#/11 __BYSP-/@
TO: RESIDENT JOIIN F. KENNEDY , M \t? &MM
| 8 q qfe SSA9903¢ep
My dear r. President: Q91 329 D/&L

You cose of a large family and will understand this
problem anong brothers:

One brother thumbs his nose at the others. A harmless,
disgusting little gesture, but recognized by them all )
as 2 calculated insult. One brother considers it too 24
contenptible to notice. Another gets mad and socks him
one. The parents promntly discipline the fist-swinging

brother fcor disturbing the peace. , i -
And, if they are wise parents, impartial as well as ; :L(

peace-loving, they also reprimand and restrain the
nose~thunbing brother. 1

These "freedom riders" are a nose-thumbing brother.
Georgia shrugped and ignored them. Alabama has hit .
them. You have asserted your authcrity. K
The question now is: what kin:. of "parent" are you? e

Respectfully vours

b7C
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The Aﬁorncy Gene,ai,ﬂ.g Hay 26, 1961
. . o ri,m,m 1;,, 1 - ¥, Parsons / ‘
iront EXCERT wir)s o 1 « lre Evans )
A.Dlrector,‘m_l - Othzxy, ‘ - Hp, ’Et@sen e
- ] = lir, Dolmont
SN C()s»?ﬁINIS’E‘ PARTY, USA , 1o g m"wﬁ wer ‘ |
. DOMESTIC-ADMINISTRATIVE. :[ssm; Mo Boumg |
. °
v

INT ERNAL SECU‘U.TY - Cg

! « My, IaPpade b7C

¥y & Source wnicnh Las RS Orfzation in
he pas‘e f,( \ . =

i
50 WY

H

The fol? (» i

-
o]

"00&5 SHIOY S
19, HdoT |

‘22, 1961, contacted the Lonqress &
(Coam) :md the HNaticnmal 0ffigeg of the >
ion for the ﬁdvax*m,ueﬁ Of Colcteed Peom‘ﬁ

i

\] P

R
1%

W

Z
3 E,‘ ¢ York, Hew Yor's, conce “Lq the situation f\, :
- o - hoosgednvuired ef ol a shat ene cdouldy \
o :L'u";f i A r;uﬂ,,g wrhat specific demand s had. Been madg ;
Eom c,, aﬂ% for act. @ iner the.use o |
BERLNS ‘ een reguested, &w (‘% S omE am ;
§ 3% L £ P : e -

SWIELE pes | was informed at the COVB office that he ~P/C

action in meeting the zaatic anr ﬁna“& the @0%1 uzd no‘i, .,,
feel troops arenerm-u-y., : .

ary”

A

i

s §

could writethe President and commend him for taking promt ™
i

4

A\

AN

| c At the office of the |;|ms toid the -',",::;ﬂy
thlnq he could do a2t the I‘stn% Uc.S 0 make a dm tion >

=
o

4 \,r-»‘ |

t"#\? wZ| the I&MCP au the immedigte aciiszn on the part of the Aligrney o B

s. |.General wa odnouaie.l s told that mthin was jmown O 4

= A aboue. tha FAACP having asked focr Federal troops, é C ). @

= : ' S Tl

7 }

shed for youz 1nfoma110n. ;

() A %

e
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| The ¢ttorne; Cenegal Wty 26, 1961

W
/f-; ; . rIEAD A ATH iTA"JED\
H S ; P . ALL l IS 1‘3;Tl Ju!h ol }
; Liyector, v i3 -
feeen TEL O HEREINIS Uy LIS
: X SR
FEEBDOM BIDE, 1951 ' DATE A/ 2 B}p =
»ACAL MATTE @yﬁr TRUCTION OF y
AIRCHAFT OR 0 TOF VEHICLES; Cm BICHTS ot

@ %sosebb/ﬁ G =
oi the Civil - as advised that -

the ['epartent Is comtemplating civil action agatnst police oliicials in

Jagkson, Hississippi, to restrain theis irom interfering witi interstate
travel, This Lureau has been requested io interview two of thendividuals
who were arrested on ay 24, (9, in Jackson, Mississippi, ﬂ well i
as tae chief of police, L{ o =

\‘"‘

S
0 9

i
=

-d

I connection with (he civi action which is contem
Duresu will interview| jand| ho
are two of tue individuals who were arrested at the bus R Saes8on,
Wississippl, on * ay 24, 1961, These individuals will be interViewed to -
ascertain where tue: had purchased their bus tickets, the destination -
shown on thelr ticikets, and the ulth:cate destination of the group, [hey ‘
will also be interviewed as to the details of the arrest and wﬁat tiey were
doing when arrested, M

1
L

} -
) \p o
i “'L"&ii.“.:,;?!: ,

inig Lureay nag heen reguested to ascertain the mames of tie
persons arrested as well as the arresting officers. nfermation has Leen
requestied as to the statutes or local ordinances under which the arrests
were made, L( ,

TMAILED 5
419

YA
o

In acdition tue "ureau nas heen requested to obtain, if possiule, )
a notarizec state nent or asiidavit from™ an eye witness to the incident
which occurred atl the soe station on “'ay 24, {841, at Jackeon, inior: -ation '
is also desired as to any public statenente ade by police oificials
regarding tie recent arrests or tieir plan- ol action in the ev ent A §~1uoml P
ireedow riders arrive in Jackson.  [{ / 00 < 5 S

o
%

Y
A1 - Mr. Mohr o  REC- 6\0‘3

ua - Mr.. DeLoach , i .
. - Mr. Evans Vi SV
gonmd - e . 1) m\( 29 196
Del.oach b & / . “"’T)“""h ,

Muf::e M.ers /‘//‘(}//) ’!/ rJ { / n—————
S — Faau I

Trotter RV

W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room

cmdy___._e 7"Wﬁ TQLETYPL uner (]




The Attorney General

| lalso requested that the chiei of pelice v facizson, b7c
‘4ississippi, be specilically interviewed in an efiort to ascertain what action
he intends to take with regard to freedom riders who enter Jacison,
iiississippi.

This conlirms Irequ«t and iafermation d esired b7C
will be obtained as promptly as possible. “ »

iseputy Attorney General

i - ngsistant Attorney General
Ppurke Varshall
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:, OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 Tolson

e s e y E o Parsons
UNITED STATES ( ﬁ ~ ‘ < . Mohr

. 2N > Belmont

i . 7 ) i . Callghan

Memoraiauwm it

N7 / . Malone, ’
TO  : Mr, Parsorxgj? v paTE:  May 15, 1961 Tavep 2

, W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
. Ingram
FROM - A. ROSen Gandy

L. SUBJECT: QONGRESS OF RAQIALEQUALITY

RACIAL MATTERS; DESTRUCTION OF _
AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES

/

With reference to captioned matter, the memorandum which:
was submitted on the morning of May 15, 1961, should have been
submitted in sufficient time to have arrlved in the Director's Off1ce
at 9:00 A, M. f,(

It is regretted that although steps were taken to have the
memorandum prepared an unforeseen typing delay occurred. L(

Appropriate arrangements have been made so that such
a delay will not occur in the future,

4

ALL \\\FORMAT\"N CONTAINED i
HEREIN CLAQS‘U{DW)"
DATE 7 ? 7 B
,-’yﬁ /3' SS ‘7303(50[3/ DI
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WTIONAL FORM NO. 10 n
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¥ UNITED STATES GOVEQENT

Memorandum

TO Mr, Parsons

FROM

A. Rosen

N

RACIAL MATTERS

SUBJECT: CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY ﬁf{ ]
“FREEDON RIDE 1961"

Tolsoﬂ'\/
»~ Parsonss
Mohr
“ Belmont
Call
rad

g}}_ EeLouc74
pate: May 15, 1961 / ~ gggfg,
&q)dya-q Trottef_

Q-9-9 6
SSAG 03 DD/CM-»

/%f{?ﬂ 3

HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED
DATE BY

.
l
. ‘

-

Two buses, a Trailways and a Greyhound, containing meﬁéérs

of subject group, an organization attempting to integrate bus
facilities and related public accommodations in the South, left
Atlanta, Georgia, on May 14, 1961, enroute Birmingham, Alabama, with
a fifiteen minute stopover at AnnistoRd, Alabama. Local authorities

Nat "Anni

Negroes from using the bus

arrived at 1:30 p.nm,
from the bhus,

miles and stopped.

d—

ston were advised on ‘May 13, 1961, both about the sfopover‘ﬂc
“4nd that Hembers oT & Klan group intended to gather and prevent the&%\

When the bus departed it was followed out of town approximately five&‘.’h_,‘
An incendiary bomb of some sort was tossed into >

Rt
The second bus arrived at Trailways bus terminal May 14, '196E
Birmingham, Alabama, and violence erupted. ]
JyLake, of station WAPI, Birmingham, observed a Negro being bes =
white man and several other persons bei

| ushed around. didi
not observe any police in the vicinit .nt;l broadcasted, over hia'.-'.
¢a¥ radio, an appeal lor someone to caIl € police., While doing so hé’:

.
—

N\

station facilities. L{ 4
o

At Anniston, Alabama, a group from the U. S. Klans, Knights\
of the Ku Klux Klan, were at the bus station when the Greyhound bus
No members of the "Freedon Ride 1961" alighted ' °
Several windows were brokenand a tire was punctured. \\.'“

NQ
a!' X

2

, the bus completely destroying it. All passengers were taken to the &
Anniston hospital for a checkup on burns and smoke inhalation., The
United States Attorney William L. Longshore, Birmingham, has advised g
that burning of the Greyhound bus near Anniston is a violation of &
Title 18, Section 33, U, 8. Code (Distruction of Motor Vehicle), and .
| investigation is being expedited. [{ pre - » _

L |

A news reporter, }

Len b

I

was assaulted by two men,

|of Lake's radio station called

the Birmingham police .and. i

.t is not known if this call summoned th€_IY

pR————
1 - Mr. Mohr Ny é}c'“// Rch' 66 L, , .
1 - Mr, Evans a 2 g A A L
l - Mr. DeLoach (3:% ‘3‘ ’ ‘};j C Eo -
f{%@ﬁﬁl L7%4/NP 5 25y
Enclosure ,;% = 7 A9 < /»g" /4 b WAy 25 1961
= o . . H A \ v ! . —
RBL:vjh. , %\m{%‘? | xEROX ‘(L‘Vi\ 1"-}/{ o } / oy
an 97 i 59@1 gsj,g}/x
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Memorandum to Mr, Parsons
Re: CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY
"FREEDON RIDE 1961"

police, When the police arrived pointed out one of his
assailants to a Birmingham detective believed to be phonetic).
alked toward the assailant who jumped into a car an escaped-
took the Georgia license number of this vehicle. ||

1 The identity of the owner of this vehicle has been ascertained
and was furnished to Chief of Police Birmingham Police
Department., L1 p7C

er reporters were also pushed around by the mob,
One white man, f subject organization, and a Negro were
reportedly badly beaten., Approximately eight individuals took part
in the beatinrs according to bystanders who furnished the information

' I to u b7C

This Bureau has continuouslv ' kept.the Birmingham P P_;;ce
Department advised of “the Plais~5f subject group to come to Birmingham

on May 14,1961, and in view of the indication received from Bureau

informants that the| | would

turn his back on klan violence the Gﬂ

! warned on at.least five occasigna,E§§f11:ZZI:I§3 Way_8, 1961, twice
q on May 11, 1961, and zﬁla, 1961 concerning the" plans of subj subject”
\'group to come to Birmingham and hat groups hostile to integration were

contemplating violence.ll

1 TwOo news

<

b7C

- bn May 13, 1961, at 9:30 p.m, advised
SAC Thomas Jenkins, Birmingham, that he would not be in Birmingham on
Sunday, May 14, 1961, since he was to attend a memorial service for
his fami}y outside the city. |

On the evening of May 14, 1961, Assistant Director Evans

1 received a call from Deputy Attorney General Byron R, White. Mr, White
indicated that he had received some inquiry from the White House on

these incidents and would like to be furnished the details.((

ietter bqblk<ijffd to the Attorney Generalll

ACTION

L ol
" *
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i‘lu Attorney ‘ﬁu"éral May 27, 1961
Director, FBI | AL(Ng/RZR?O é!! m

- HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED
FREEDOM_RIDE 1961 DAT% BY &~
RACIAL MATTERS; DESTRUCTION OF (.4./G SSATY0RE
AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES; CIVIL R Q9,94 O/t

Five et the Ireedom riders from Atlanta, Georgia,
who were arrested st Momtgomery, Aiabama, en May 25, 1961,
were relessed on $1,000 bond each and have left Montgomery,
Alabama, nth destination indicated for New York €City, |( b7C

& witness has been located wh .r_m_gmﬂ
and |strik during
~the Incident at Montgomery on lay 20, 1961,

The twenty-seven freedom riders arrested in Jackson,
Mississippi, were found guilty in Municipal Court om Mgy 26, 1961,
and each was fined $200 and sentenced to 60 days in jwil.

The jall sentences have been suspended. A spokesman indicated
these individuals desired to stay in jail te eall attention

to eonditions in Mississippi and have not mtdod as to whether
they want to appeal this conviction, D(

The meeting of the National Association for the bic
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was held as scheduled !
on the evening of May 26, 1961, in Jackson and wemt off without

incident. | | for the NAACP in )
Meridian, whieh stated that
lice protection was not any more than that afforded Karushchev,
mmgam Southers Christian College,
of u € disappointed by the Attorney General

of the United States.... I would like to see the Attorney General
enforce the Federal laws as ef:tectively u ‘the State of Mississippi

enforces its segregation laws,." L{ R, 7 Q 2 R

Information has been received thﬁwﬁiwof the
riginal Knights of the Ku Klux Klan was b -3 ening of
May 26, 1961, in Bossier City, Louisiana, {g fgrmul Mz &

% action in the evept freedom riders travei—to Shrevep

'V‘szl - Mr, Mohr oo (TSEN FrON D 0
332‘33#1 - Mr, Belmont Y REVI Zblp//
oors —#-—1 - Nr, Deloach | DAL‘.‘E_.:.‘!-:.AZ&-.é./ ,
o 1 = Mo Bvans b A e AT
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L ST

The Attorney Genersl

louisians, It is reported that Klansmen intend to station j
themselves at the bus depot to keep any freedom riders who ‘
come to Shrevepért from using white facilities, If fresdom
riders attempt to use these facilities, seversal of the Xlansmen
will be armed with equipment to discharge sm irritant or

mustard gas. .

@]

‘shootiang of Reverend Solomon Seay, Sr. All but one of the boys

It has been reported tha! |
y Miami Chapter, NAACP, & & group of

freedomn riders would enter Florida within a week, |made
the observation that Tallahassee would be the major area for
antisegregation effort this summer as they are finding greater
resistance there than had been expected. | (.34
Nashville, Tennessees, has reportedly requested that additional
freedom riders be sent to Jackson, Mississippi.

NacDonald Gallion, Attorney General of the State of
Alabama, at 6:00 p.m., Contral Standard Time, May 26, 1961,
read a statement over a television station in Nobile, Alabama,
in which he requested Presideat Kennedy to release to the public
or authorities of Alabama the '"full record" om James Peck of
the freedom riders, Gallion inquired as to whether the
President was aware of "James Douglas Peck as a communist
associate and demoastrated enomy of America." Gallion stated
he was making the inquiry in view of the fact that statements
"from high administration oZficials including Attorney General
Kennedy" indicate that the Congress of Racial BEBquality was
encouraged in its trip to Alabama and offered safe conduct by
the Federal Goverament,

It has been reported that William F. Thetford,
Circuit Soliciter, Montgomery County, Alabuma, released a
statement to the press that the Montgomery County Sheriff's
Office, working with the National Guard and iavestigators of the
State Department of Public Safety, have takea into ocustody six
white boys, all seventeen years of age, in conneotion with the

had given statements that they were iavolved in the shoeting of
Reverend Seay. They stated that they had been firing shots
indiscriminately at Negroes and shot Reverend BSeay, not kmowing
his identity, Ome of the boya, John Warrea Herring, is the
son of A, L., Herring, Momtgomery Police Department detective,
The boys are to have a hearing before Judge Richard E. Bmmett
in juveanile court on June 8, 1961,

-3 -




The Attorney General b7C

Io:! the Alabams
National Guard stated he is going to recemmend to Governor

Pattersen that the limited martial law Be lifted Sunday

night if there is no violemce on Baturday or Sunday of this
week ends [/

1 - Mr. Byron R. White
Deputy Atw General

1 - Assistant Lttm Gonaral
Burke Marshall

1 - Assistant Atterm General
Herbert J. Miller, Jr.
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56)

4

Burning of Greyhound Bus
Anniston, Alabama, on B/18/61,

(4
embers of"Freedom Ride

RACIAL

DESTRUGTION OF MOTOR VEHICLE;
CIVIL RIGHTS

(00: BIRMINGHAM)

aws&?

o
-
N :/

SSAqY03

E
|
|
|
; |
‘ FBI-~ :
"’ . |
Date: 5/23/61 ]{
Transmit the following in (Typeilﬁgrfitext pr—_ 1:
Via AIRTEL J
(Priority or Method of Mai}iug) ]
S O S ) S
70 : DIRECTOR, FBI I
FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (149-429) ALL INFORY ATION CONT&\\NED
TR 3
SUBJECT: HEREIN IS | LASSIF! P
~UNSUBS, ET AL; 4 0 BY‘

g

C T Wik,

55 T

NYtel to

s |

intervi

38 Park

in enc

BH Offibq...

R}
i
1961" 1§

V.

é\L Bureau (Encl. (rRM) pTC
- Birmingham (1MWP16)
1-N §100—7930 )

]_..

105-5771
2

Special Agent in Charge -

ReBHairtel to Baltimore, 5/18/61 (interoffice) and
BH, 5/22/61 (interoffice).

b7C
and were

ed admthe offices of Congress of Radal Bquality (CORE),
, NYC on 5/22/61. Results of interviews are set forth
33602'3, ten coples of each being forwarded to the

The¥ollowing literature concerning "Freedom Ride,
enclgged for the information of the BH Oﬂice:[4

Two yellow mimeographed sheets concerning "Freedom |
Ride, 1961", and its itinerary.

. s’
List of "Freedom Ride, 1961 Participants”. L?VM
Press release written by GENEVIEVE HUGHES CORE

Field Secretisyl]ifteiﬁﬁg l _
4

( CORE§E??L1 )23) (BM)

- b7C




FD-36 (Rev., 12-13-56)

[ /\ -

Sl

Date: 5/23/61

i
|
|
:
I
|
|
I
|
|
|
Transmit the following in 1’
|
|
- |
|

(Type in plain text or code)
Via
{Priority or Method of Mailing)
________________________________________________ b
NY 149-429 b7C
It is noted that the list of participants sets forth
I lof NY, National Director, CORE, and
of NY, National Officer, CORE. These individuals were not
set forth in reBHairtel as among individuals to be interviewed
from the NY area.L& b7C
The ahave material was ohtained ?wnml |
qurnished names of the following individuals who boarded the
"Freedom Bide" bus along the route: A
Boarded the Bus at Sumter, South Carolina
Baafaéd‘fﬁé‘ﬁﬁi in Georgia
(city not indicated)
Boarded 1In Georgla
(city not indicated)
Boarded the bus at Margaret, Alabama I
- bIC
stated that| |might be able
to describe the type of incendiary thrown into the bus as he
sat in the rear near where it fell. U
No leads are being set forth by the NYO to interview
the additional partidpants in the "Freedom Ride" toupghor the
additional ;RQexﬂ_mhg_hgTrded the bus, along the s
furnished b _ for the reason that th es b77C
not have knowledge of individuals already intervi®wed in this
case. L{
-2 -
Approved: Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

AT ¢ ) Dat’ 5/23/61 . _

- B b7C

l free-lance writer4
ewed at the office
50 quality (CORE), 38 Park Row, New York City,
and furnished the ollowing information: qi

|could make no positive identifications B
of any of the individuals shown in ﬁ3_nhohnzranhﬁ of mob scenes

at Anniston, Alabama, May 14, 1961. could not

identify any individual breaking windows or slashing tires on

the Greyhound "Fr us, nor any individual placing a

bomb on the bus, recalled that an unknown individual
attempted to push hIs way on the bus at Anniston, Alabama, and
was part of the group milling around the bus. He also shouied

"hysterical” insuits and threats ab the peoplg-on the bus.
| described this individual as follows: L(

Sex Male

Race White

Height 5t 7"

Weight 170 pounds

Age 50 years

Build Plump

Appearance Was wearing white shilrt and hat. b7C

. |cou1d not positively identify this individual
in any of the photographs exhiblited to her, but thought that photo

of white male on photo "A",wearing plain white shirt, open collar,

light snap-brim hat with wide terraced band, might be identical
with the individual she described above.k&

b7C

lalso thought that she heard the name "Roy"
called out among the group milling around the bus at Anniston,
Alabama. She could ¢i%e no particular act of violence perpetrated
by "Roy", nor could she describe him,

38 Park Row !
On __5/22/61 at _New York ‘ File#NY149-429
b7C '
by waS and Date Dictated 5/23/61
| kme -

Thié document contains nelther recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI, and 1s loaned to your

agency; it_and 1 nte e no to be distributed outside
your agency.

RN
/zér/ HEREIN | uwcmsm

¢ /A S \‘% /;/
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FBI :

x '

Date: 5/ 26/51‘ ‘ :

|

Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT / L |
(Type in plain text or code) ! /g 4 :

ATRTEL REGISTERED MAIL . !

|

(Priority or Method of Ma\\lmg)

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM:  SAC, NEW YORK (149-429) | \“‘FORW\W" C”\‘gg&“ﬂ)}_
- URCLASSIRED A
HEREIN IS
SUBJECT: t BY
“UNSUES, ET AL; DATE
W'\ Burning of Greyhound Bus At hyf¥7 ‘
B A 5.9
1961 "@C0RE) - - SsA9 903£DD/CAL,

RACA
| DESTRUCTION OF MOTOR VEmIoLs;  —\l39-9
e CIVIL RIGHTS

(00: BIRMINGHAM)

ReBH airtel to Baltimore, 5/18/61 (interoffice);
m/z g}gtel to Bureau, 5/23/61, and NY teletype to Bureau,
5/26/61.

|was interviewed evening of -
5/25/61, & P Row, NYC.|(

Results of interview set forth in enclosed FD=302,fhrec
copies for Bureau and ten coples for Birmingham. M

p7C

Returned herewlth to Birmingham are 13 photographs My
forwarded in referenced Birmingham alirtel. Unnumbered
photograph "A" bears en reverse physical
white male number ene who, in opinion of
resembled an individual who a‘ctempted to push his way on th

EX 104 tﬂ‘i'“/ N SN

ABYC
Bureau (Encl. 3) (RM o
@- Birmingham (149 Egg gEncls. 23)'7(AMM‘)“ 1961
1 - NY 100-79303 (@ORE) (k412 —
1 - NY 149-429 i -
= “l

wy’jﬁw ! g’
Appro;@?ij,{*) Ag ¢ 6! Sent
3

Special Agent in Chcrge

! £ C s Wick




NY 1495429
biC

bus at Anniston, Alabama. ceul ma.ke no

_ : ntifieatien of tThis photo. té#bview with, .
| is set forth in FD-302 dated 5/27 61, enclo‘%ed
W Te erenced BY .alrtel, 5/23/61. u

. Con@emi i
- “described as participan eedom Ride, 1301, nelther ..
of the$e individuals was at the mgh. which are
‘subjects of photographs enclosed.: was on
second bus, a Trailways bus,.. and had to
abandon Freedon- tour because #f deafth In ¥ _11.._Lam:.er_|
information wag: furnished by
|_w | CORE, NYC, 5/26/61, Accordingiy, no interview
R | for are centemplaﬁed by NYO. ?/(




R 'ERAL BUREAU QF INVES‘I'IGAT‘W P

Date___ 5/26/61

b7C

member of Congress of Racilal
Equality {CORE), 38 Park Row, New York City, could not
ildentify any of the individuals shown in 13 photographs
reflecting, various mo t Anniston, Alabama, on

May 14, 1961, cannot identify any
individual breakIng windows or slashing tires on the
Greyhound "Freedom Ride" bus nor any individy

a bomb on the bus. From his own recollectioy]

described an unknown individual who participafed In the mo
scene at Anniston, Alabama. This individual did not apfear

in sny of the Ehotographs exhibited to|
tated this individual was seen milling around
the bus while 1t was detalned at Auniston, Alabama, bus

terminal on May 14, 1961, H observed riding as
a passenger in a "hot rod”, described the "hot rogd"
> as an .0ld model, light-colored coupe and the unknown individual,

whose description 1s set forth below, was riding iddle,
between two other indivliduals, whose descriptions
~ Plekup

AT
[

<
— 3 §] could not recall, The "hot rod" together with &
= = Y] truck, appeared to be leading the way out of Anniston,
O 55! Alabama, for the bus. ﬁiﬁ observed this individual in
Z L2 the "hot rod" pointing as 0 direct the bus driver to a A
S side street. could not cilte any particular act of <
o7 2 violence perpgtrﬁréﬁ‘ﬁyjthis individial, whom he described as
1 follows: b( .
ERNA s Mal )\-//y,?/
IR ex e e
L g;ﬁb Race . White -
2 ;&Q‘@_ Age 25-30 years - ,
el Sl s Height Not recalled - short in statute
~ L9 A\ Halr Ashy-blonde, flat top
\£3k\\ Weight About 150 pounds

) ’ I |stated that an lncendiary bomb of b7C
& some king o the bus through a brcken window
u while it was parked on the outskirts of Anniston, I |

' 0 g related that he saw red sparks when the bomb was tATown an

= {it is his opinion that 1t was a magnésium bomb because of

o t generated and because it burned so rapidly.
' did not see the individual who threw the bomb Into

®gthe bus.
a a2

-t

On 5:25/61 aQ_§8 Park Row, NYC Flle # NY 143-429
b7C by SAS and Date Dictated 5/26/61
This document contains nelther recommendations nor conclusions

of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; 1t and lts contents are not to be distributedh

outside your agency. PR [ 2 fsF
ey b S E :
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(.~ UNITED STATES GC

Mem Orarl/WWI 1v DeLoach
Evans
Malone
/! TO : Mr. Parsons pate: May 17, 1961 L’ Tovel
/ ’ ?’ I/ ;l‘(rgttesr 1
3 Tele. Room
FROM : A, Rosenr?@ ey
. Q.9.96 $SA9303RDD AL

PO o

suejecr: "CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY 33 t A9 im0 TAINED
"FREEDOM RIDE 1961" ALL Tinibie LASSIFIED \
RACIAL MATTERS; DESTRUCTION OREREIN |3 UNCLAD o [
AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES ( DATE

SYNOPSIS VWW? 5%,

.f'

states he was sent to New Orleans because the
Attorney General ielt his presence might prevent violence. |4 bicC

Xavier University authorities are not concerned over bomb threats
but have added another night watchman and police are alert to prevent vandalism.i,(

New Orleans Police are covering open meeting of Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE) 5/17/61 to maintain law and order. L{

Birmingham Police have made three arrests based on identifications
' from photograph taken of bus depot disorder on 5/14/61.1

bus depot disorder and has indicated that at least three Birmingham Policemen

: A klan informant has identified some of those who participated in
lcondoned the disorder. (/{

who attempted to maintain order when victims were
receiving hospital treatment at Anniston, has received threatening calls.

b7C
i

Y

Alabama Highway Patrolmen who were at the scene of the bus burning and
the state investigator who was on the bus state they can identify no subj ects.u 7

ACTION: ) //

(1) We are continuing to vigorously press this matterﬁf(

‘PAWD )
(2) A memorandum is being prepared to advise
- of current developments. M N ; /80

1 - Mr. Mohr \ 5 /} S,
1 - Mr. DeLoach b ’ . “% e

1 - Mr., Evans /é;

g 5 A N - )
WLM:ers (9}, .. - ¥ - FEY ' oy
\—— i giaivn M J’j;\; 1 ,.'_'_s.'_.,_._, —— _ H_ e —— P — i P i
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DETAILS p7C

appeared at the New Orleans Office 5/16/61. He
stated that he had been sent to New Orleans by the Attorney General who felt
that the presence of a representative from the Department of Justice might
prevent any violence. f/l

!

V ’ said that he did not know how long he would stay but that o1e
he would possibly be there until the "Freedom Riders' leave New Orleans.
Seigenthaler related that on the flight from Birmingham to New Orleans, the
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) ocrann was accompanied by| |

of the New York "Afro-American, | representing ''Jet' and "Ebony, "'

and a photographer for "det" and ""Ebony. " has !
also advised that hall a dozen bomb threats have been received at Xavier
Un1vers1ty where some of the "Freedom Riders" are staying. (,{

Authorities at Xavier Univers1ty are not concerned regarding the
bomb threats but they do fear the possibility of vandalism and have added an
, 'additional watchman. The New Orleans Police are cognizant of the bomb threats
and are alert for any possible attempted vandalism at the University.

The "Freedom Riders'' are to hold an open meeting on the evening of
5/117/61 at the new Zion Baptist Church. The New Orleans PD will have two ma rked
cars outside the church and plain-clothes men will be inside. Other units will be
in the area on a stand-by basis to preserve law and order. |{

The CORE group held a press conference at a Xavier University
dormitory 5/16/61 at which it was indicated that the meeting being held on 5/17/61
will be in commemoration of the seventh anniversary of the Supreme Court decision
which declared segregation in public schools to be unconstitutional. It was also
indicated they will leave for their homes after the meeting.u

The Citizens Council of Greater New Orleans held a public meeting
‘ in the Municipal Auditorium on the evening of 5/16/61, Attendance was estimated
at less than 800. The principal speaker was Hugh G/érant who was identified as -
an attorney from Augusta, Georgia, and a former employee of the U. S. Departmelr;}

- 1a-w
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Memorandum for Mr. Parsons

“ of State. Grant stated that he was reiterating a statement he made in 1956
to the effect that there is a war in the United States. The war was described
as a racial revolution which involves our whole social structure and which
revolution is spearheaded by the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) whose leaders seek to mongrelize the people. Grant
alleged that this racial revolution is aided and abetted by communist subversive
|| tactics. He referred to CORE as a New York organization and alluded to a,
school operated by CORE in Miami which teaches delegates the techmque “of
ow going §n in Alabama.”" Grant expressed the opinion that communism
is behind the CORE activities and and said that racial integration resistence
: ‘ forces must be better geared financially and all resistence groups should be
coordinated by a centrgl planning committee. Grant's speech appeared to drag
and it was estimated that approx1mate1y 100 people left th aud1tor1z§ before

he finished. l/( e O
A photograph which'as during the acti railways

bus terminal in Birmingham on 5/ 14/ 61 appeared in the Birmingham "News and
Post Herald, " 5/15/61. Extensive efforts are being made to identify those who
appeared in the photograph. {,{ e

On 5/16/61 the Birmingham PD arrested |of
\ Alton, Alabama, and identified him as one of the individuals appearing in the
l photograph. [ |Was charged with assault with intent to murder and grand

larceny. |father was also arrested tr(m charged with disorderly conduct.
The father also appeared in the photograph. b7C

On 5/16/61 the Birmingham Police also arrested| |
who is shown in the news photograph as holding a stick or 7iece of
b7C

pipe. L{
WA

i
‘\
i The photograph also pictured a man bending over| | one of
l the "Freedom Riders' who was beaten and required hospitalization. The Birmingham

| PD has identified the individual pictured as leaning over[ __ Jas being
i bf Tarrant, Alabama. Bureau Agents are attempting to locate| jor
interview. [,(

It was previously reported that a Negro was severely beaten in a clash
between klansmen and Negroes which occurred in the vicinity of the bus, station
\ 5/14/61 and that the Negro was taken away in a car by four klansmen. SI/[

-2-




Memorandum for Mr. Parsons b7C
P .
“ |advised that he does not know of any Negroes
| who are missing as a result of the incident at the bus station. (4 b7C

. One individual appearing in the photograph published in the newspaper
has been identified as| |Vandiver, Alabama. |:|has been
interviewed and stated that he merely went to the bus depot to use the rest room.
Upon leaving the rest room he was kicked in the chest by a Negro who was
scuffling with white men outside the rest room door, He states the photograph
iwas taken a few seconds after this occurred. enied knowledge of any
planned disturbance and denied knowledge of the identity of others who appear

in the photograph. {A

stated that he was at the Trailways bus terminal in the company of four,c

other men who obtained film from persons who had taken photographs of the
disturbance. The informant ed that the film was given peacefully and
without incident d then ran from the area |
behind the depot and continued toward the Greyhound bus depot, They passed

a Birmingham detective, and a policeman named| |smiled

and shoo ﬁﬂwmmﬂmwm%e
evening o

b7D

ey

p7C
| The informant stated that he,| |and| lhad been  ©7D
involved in the incident concerning news director for a television

station who was accosted by the mob when he was sitting in his car broadcasting
a description of events occurring in the vicinity of the bus station. The informant
denied that any blows had been struck agains

of the Birmingham PD contacted the informant

one broken camera at the bus depot had contained a photograph which was
subsequently published in the Birmingham '"News and Post Herald." The

v individuals he could identify in the photograph
and | kll of whom are klansmen.
of the National States Rights Party (NSRP) and

1s men were involved in the incident that the PD would handle it. M

b7D
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Memorandum for Mr. Parson§ e

~ on5/15/61 Alabama Knights, Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., advised the informant that he had gone to the
Birmingham airport to see the CORE leave. He said that he wanted to see
their reaction after the bomb scare. {/[

b7C

At Anniston, Alabama,| | who previously
’described the manner in which the bus was burned, failed to identify
photogra.phs of mob members. She said that she is somewhat fearful of her
' position as she had told other individuals near the scene and in the neighborhood
I_lmm.edmte.lf' following the burning of the bus that she saw the bomb placed.
advised that she believes she is doing the right thing but that she
is in sympathy with the demonstrators because she feels that the Negroes had.
no right to come into Alabama. (J

b7C

| |at the Anniston Memorial
Hospital who attempted to maintain order at the hospital when the victims of the
bus burning were brought there for treatment, received two threatening
telephone calls on 5/15/61. In each instance the anonymous caller stated
% "You nigger lover, I'm gonna kill you. " had previously been informed

by| p klan member, that someone was going to get in touch with
him apparently because he had forced a white man out of the emergency room at
the hospital during the confusion. |a11eged1y told that he had asked
the men not to do anything until he talked to himself,

Alabama Highway Patrol officers who were at the scene of the bus
burning have been interviewed. They claim that they did not observe the throwing
of the fire bomb and did not observe anyone damaging the bus. They claimed
that they did not know the names of those in the mob who were causing trouble,

L state investigator who was on the Greyhound bus b7c
advised that he stationed himself in the doorway of the bus to prevent angry

white men from entering. After the bus was set on fire he kept the bus passengers
together outside and kepthimself betwesn them and the mobsters. [ aid

he was too excited to notice descriptions or appearances of individuals in the mob,
He stated that he was unable to identify anyone present at the burning of the bus
except two Alabama Highway Patrolmen. L(

\$ %’P .
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 N ' a 15 Tolson
’ ‘\f Parsons
UNITED?*STATES GOV R ENT . ;. * «~-Mohr

- Memoran®m . i

Callahan
’ , ‘ Malone
TO ‘Mr. Ros%w , paTe: 9/26/61 oot

k] . Conrad
Trotter

DeL.oach
. W.C. Sullivan
' Tele. Room
FROM :€. L. Mc Ingtam
Gandy

susject: FREEBUS . j’ \
i f f ,;E

1
A

In accof&angeiwithwthé telephoqic request of Attorney
J. L. Murphy of the Civil Rights Division on 5/21/61, available
information concernlng possible subjects in the Alabama bus
violence situation’was reviewed both by the Bureau and by the
Birmingham Office. A digest of available information at that
time was prepared on each’ suspect” and one copy of each of the
34 memoranda‘was hand delivered to Attorney Murphy in the
: Attorney General's office on the evening of 5/21/61; eight
L additional memoranda were furnished to Attorney Murphy on
: 5/22/61, Thirty-two separate individuals are named in these
memoranda. The original of the memoranda furnished to Attorney
Murphy are attached.

Based on information.contained in the attached
memoranda, four of the suspects were charged with violations

N of Section 33, Title 18, U. S. Code on 5/22/61 and e
X 3\
ja_annxehended_h1_Bnrean_A2enLs‘__Ihese_susnecIs_azmg% |
an

Il

The above is for information.p(

r;—*

'*/“'
DAY

Enclosures (42)
y cﬁ ‘1\@»

LEC:hof/ds ™

(4)

EORMATION | CONTAINED S
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SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; Deputy Sheriffs, Jefferson
County, Alabama

e e T

INCIDENT: fX¥t has been reported that Reverend Fred L.

} Shuttlesworth was arrested on the aftérnoon of
“Way 19, 1961 by deputies from the Jefferson

County sher1ff s office and charged with two

counts of inciting breach of the peace.

SOURCE: This incident was first noticed in the newspaper.
Shuttlesworth has since been interviewed in this
regard. He states that the two sheriff's deputies
were also accompanied at the time of his arrest
by Birmingham City detective and a Birmingham
City uniformed officer.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE BY .SP7 af/)
Wsaifn SP”W;M‘

T-96  Ssa9903 &Do/oqz,
9,949
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VUSUBJECT: UNIDENTIFIED SUBJECTS
' BIRMINGHAM POLICE OFFICERS

INCIDENT: At around 12 noon on May 17, 1961, a greyhound
bus arrived at the Birmingham terminal with
the "'Freedom Riders." The terminal restaurant
was closed at the request of police officers
according to Greyhound officials.

L7C '[(
SOURCE: I -

jml.

AN, Ssmyos po
Q-1 541,389




SUBJECT: | /
b7C
{{l
INCIDENT:
f IRadlo Station WAPI o7
B1rm1ng am, was attacked outside the Trailways bus statlon and
damage was performed to his car. hdvised two of the men who

approached him i got into a green and white Mercury,
Georgia license

p7C

This car is registered to subject. pn interview
denied that either he or his car was in Alabama on 5/14/61. Refused
to make statement that he was in Anniston or whether or not he followed
the Trailways bus to Birmingham, He states he was in possession of
his car all day Sunday 5/14/61.

; p7C
WITNESSES

P

i

Radio Station WAPI, Birmingham.,

B7C

Birmingham Police Department.

. led the license number of the above Mercury
toa detectlve of the Birmingham Police Department whom he believed

" to bq [phonetic. It is believed this could probably be

i

' LB
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SUBJECT:

INCIDENT: Beating of Negroc man at Greyhound Bus Terminal,

Montgomery,

Alabama, on May 20, 1961,

b7C

WITNESS: lln a free-lance photographer from
niston, Alabam

individual aj

photo number

a, has tentatively identified an

ppearin a photograph (UPI wire
of a Negroc man on the

s a man in the background of the

ground wit?_a_mag_in_g¥eralls and cap standing
[f;f::fﬁm. tentatively identified

pho ogranh_mganing_gfasses and a straw hat.
Although was not present at the

sffnf rn Montgomery, he is acquainted with

ALY, EPVENAMATION COU L’UD" D
PRSI X5 PNCLASSIT O

Y
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SUBJECT: o / b7

Anniston, Alabama‘

INCIDENT:

Prior to the Grevhound bus arriving at Annistff\:].‘C Alabama,
5/14/61 stated to| Anniston

Radio Station WDNG, ""We want you all to sta: off the air bub. Give us

about 20 minutes. That's all we need." was_also observed
at the scene of the bus burning and again mentioned to to stay off
the air.

WITNESSES: b7C

Anniston Radio

Station WDNG.,

D n 20 iw ;{OH LOV’MD"ED
t""“' ; z\w.;A%‘%

(2) q q(o STQ%?OSKDD/CQQ
~.929

/




@

®
]
!

SUBJECT;
- b7C

INCIDENT:

WITNESSES:

!A lice Department Detective,

personally acquain with recalls that at the bus

terminal[f:::f;::;made numerous comments to persons inside the
omments included, "Nigger lovers," Also recalled

irecting comment to uniformed officer "I thought you
were a damn white man,” He has been identified as |;nf;|in M
photograph by | He also has been iden ed by

voice as person who called Radio Station WDNG on three occasions
on 5-15-61 using three different fictitious names and expressing
views on 5-14-61 incident. This tape recorded, [:::::]says that
is the man,

|says was in photographs at -

ing scene within free vie of bus, On 5-16-61 ¢
made statement he had printed up 1000 copies of

mimeograph form "Hate Sheet," which is a poem describing

corps riders, FBI has copy.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEL
EIRGIN I§ UNCLASIIFIEN

f’” BY O XIQA .‘{‘- R
9-96 SSAQ9p3 Al

R9],929

1) ’

=N SRS




v SUBJECT: EUGENE "BULL'/fCONNOR

INCIDENT:

SOURCE: Newspaper account,

It has been reported that about midnight or
early morning on May 19, 1961, the Freedom
Riders were approached ih Birmingham City Jail
by Police Commissioner  Eugene ''Bull* Connor
accompanied by detectives and two newsmen.
According to newspaper sources, Connor told the
Riders "My name is Eugene *Bull' Connor. I am
Police Commissioner for the City of Birmingham
essssess YOu people came in here from Tennessee
on a bus. I'm taking you back to Tennessee in
five minutes under police protection. Yesterday
if it hadn't been for police, someone would

have been injured. We don't like this in
Birmingham." One of the girls then said to
Connor, "Do you mean to say you are taking

us back without our consent?' Connor replied,
"Yes, and if you argue, I'll have no course

but to turn you loose now.'" Accordng to the
newspaper, Connor accepted sole responsibility
for this move stating that it was the only way
for police to protect the Riders and the
citizens of Birmingham in view of the stand taken
by the Riders. Seven of the Riders were then
loadetl in a limousine and transported with

police escort to the Tennessee State line

where they were discharged. Connor allegedly
stated to them,  "There's the Tennessee line,

cross it and save this state and yourself a lob
of trouble,"




SUBJECT: EUGENE "BULL" CONNOR

N

INCIDENT: It has been reported that Birmingham Police
Commissioner Eugene "Bull' Connor was contacted
by Attorney L. ¥W. Holt on May 17, 1961, Holt
wanted to see his alleged clients in jail.
Connor refused such permission stating he did
not know Holt and would not permit Holt to
see the group on his representation that he

was an attorney. 1(

SOURCE: Holt called the Birmingham Office re this and
Connor told an FBI Agent the reason for his

declination,

Janr Q5K T o




SUBJECT:

INCIDENT:

Identified by a confidential Bure au informant in the photograph
taken of the mob scene at Trailways station on 5/14/61.

WITNESSES:

Confidential Bureau informant.

AL T“W’@QDM?@N CO 3L k‘}. =D
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SUBJECT:

v

b7C
INCIDENT:

Identified as driver: of 1961 Ford pick-up truck, Alabama

license number which delayed bus and he admitted going along
in front of bus.

WITNESSES: ' b7C

Greyhound

Bus Company, Atlanta, Georgia.
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SUBJ ECT: /

b7C

INCIDENT:

Is alleged to have laid in front of the Greyhound bus at
Anniston delaying it and later smashed a bus window with a crowbar
at the scene of the burning.

WITNESSES: Lf
b7C

Anniston Radio

Station Wi . Tentative 1dentification irom a photograph.

b7C
Radio Station WDNG, Anniston.

Tentative identification from photograph. ’

L SR
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SUBJECT:

#

e person on the pavement in the
photograph, He is unemployed,)

INCIDENT:

Blocking bus by reclining on pavement at Anniston,
Person smashing window at scene of burning,

b7C
WITNESSES:

On interview he stated he felt an epileptic selzure
coming on as reason for laying down on pavement, t(

! Radio Station WDNG, identifled
the per front of bus as one who smashed

window at scene of burning,

I | personally observed |and
identified him as individual who laid on pavement a r broke
window of bus with crowbar,

at scene of burning; however) |photograph has not been sh
to her,

Lﬁ‘ jdentified Ls man on ground in
front of bus,

observed window struck by crowbar
o

DATE -

R.9-4b
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SUBJECT:

INCIDENT:

taken by

and he denied activity. Beat up| | 71-year-old Negro one
block from Trailways bus station.

2

_Was part of the m

B7C
ob at the Trailways bus station. Photograph

"Birmingham News.'" Interviewed by FBI

WITNESSES:

b7C

"Birmingham News. "

as person hitting

b7C

Negro, campanion of Identified photograph
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SUBJECT: . /

INCIDENT:

He is a klansman who was to lead a group of klanémen at the
bus station in Birmingham when the freedom riders came to Birmingham.

WITNESSES:

Confidential Bureau Informant,
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SUBJECT:
- b7C
Trondale, Alabama
INCIDENT: -
I:lwas interviewed at the Carraway Hospital, Birmingham,
byl |'Birmingham News, " kaid admits
being present at the Trailways bus station and being hit on the head.
He received seven stitches for a wound.
b7C

A confidential Bureau informant has advised that

is a member of Eastview Klavern #13, Alabama Knights, Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan, Inc.

WITNESSES:

b7C

"Birmingham News. "

A confidential Bureau informa nt concerning klan membership.




SUBJECT :

INCIDENT:

Was very active in mob at the burning of the bus.
He assisted two or three others to hold the bus door closed
after the incendiary bomb was thrown into the bus.

WITNESSES: b{

Alabama Highway Patrol. p7c

NOTE: | loverheard | lcali | |by b7e
name as he pulled| | away Ifom the bus. | |
has been interviewed and advised tht he cannot identify]| |
quhotograph is avaiFable of| standing directly in fron
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SUBJECT:

INCIDENT:

Attacked| in Trailways bus station 5/14/61.

Photogr by | 'Birmingham News" shows
photo of with a pipe or club raised by his head.

WITNESSES:

Photograph taken by| | ©7c

biC

|"B1rm1ngham News'" identified |:|1n b7C

Blrmmgham Police Department line-up.

Note;

has been charged with assault with intent to murder

by the Birmingham Police Department,
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SIBJECT:

JESSE OLIVEB/FAGGARD

INCIDENT:

Was part of the mob at the Trailways bus station, Birmingham,
Alabama. He has admitted being a Ku Klux Klan member and that he
received a summons to the Trailways bus station. His photograph was
obtained and published in "Birmingham News.'" He is standing over James
Peck member of Congress of Racial Equality being beaten by the mob
with a clenched fist.

WITNESSES: b7C

"Birmingham News. "

b7C

Note; arrested by Birmingham Police Department and charged
with assault with intent to murder and grand larceny.,




d

SUBJECT- ya prc /

_ Birmingham, Alabama

- INCIDENT: p7C
He advised | television announcer,

prior to the mob action at the Trailways bus station in Birmingham,
Alabama, on 5/14/61 and mentioned that the CORE delegation was
due to arrive in Birmingham. :lstated that there was going to
be some action at the Greyhound bus station this p.m. (5/14/61)
furnished the name of] |whom he said
was a Grand Titan of a local klan group. M

WITNESSES: b7C

felevision announcer.

e BT L,
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SUBJECT:

b7C

Birmingham, Alabama

INCIDENT: _ p7C

: was observed in the mob scene at

:the Trailways bus station by a confidential Bureau informant. Robert
Shelton, Imperial Wizard, Alabama Knights, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,
Inc., identifiedl |1ater to the confidential informant.

ladvised a confidential informant that | |and

were at the bus station. One| |was

identified by the same confidential informant as the man who grabbed a
Negro in the bus station at which time f;aid "Get that son of a bitch."

WITNESSES:

A confidential Bureau informant as to the presence of B7C
at the bus station and that Robert Shelton identified this man as

—

/

The same confidential informant that| brabbed
a Negro at the bus station where upon| lshouted ""Get that son of a
bitch. "

Birmingham Police Department, that ©7C

was at the bus station.
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SUBJECT:

INCIDENT:

SOURCE:

l b7C

BIRMINGHAM POIACE DEPARTMENT

According to newspaper sources, on May 17, 1961,
the subject approached the Freedom Riders in the
Greyhound terminal in Birmingham. He told them
that the police department '"cannot be responsible
for the safety of any of you if you leave the bus
station." He also allegedly told Reverend Fred L.
Shuttlesworth "We will see that you get on the bus
but that is all."™

Newspaper.




SUBJECT: BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, POLICE OFFICERS
b7C

INCIDENT:
4/ Zwerg and Paul Edwar rooks were arrested by
the subjects in NortH Birmingham. The officers
had allegedly boarded the Greyhound bus in
which the "Freedom Riders' were proceeding to
Birmingham to learn their plans and to arrange
for their protection. Zwerg and Brooks . A PP
refused to move together to one section P L{
of the bus and were charged with refusing to ™
obey the command of an officer. They were
tried and convicted on May 19, 1961.

On May 17, 1961, "Fraﬁéom Riders" James William

SOURCE: Newspapers.,
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SUBJECT: / b7C
Bessemer FAlabama
INCIDENT: o

Tentatively identified as being in the mob at the Trailways
bus station by a confidential Bureau informant. Informant identified

photograph of appearing in the mob scene at the Trailways bus
station.
WITNESSES:
Confidential Bureau informant. s
) L7D
A confidential Bureau informant., One Klansman

at Gadsden, Alabama, told confidential Bureau informant that the
photograph published in the paper was
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SUBJECT: |}

B7C

INCIDENT:

He is a klansman who was to lead a group of klansmen at the
bus station in Birmingham when the freedom riders cameé to Birmingham.

WITNESSES:

Confidential Bureau Informant.
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7§

INCIDENT:
Has been identified by a confidential Bureau °'C
informant in the photograph taken of the mo
Trailways bus, The photograph was taken by
Birmingham News, -
[ | was involved in the attack upod |

[ | and performed damage to his .
automobile,

| v B7C
WITNESSES:
e 7T

| |Birmingham News, a confidential
Bureau informant, conceraning presence in the mob and damage
to| automobile,
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SUBJECT: ‘[ bic
v
intenance man at these apartments)
INCIDENT:
Breaking window of bus at terminal,
WITNESSES:

He admits being in photograph at bus terminal, adjacent
to bus door wearing sunglasses, He also admits picking up log
chain at scene of bus burning, He declined to talk re identity
of anyone at bus station or at bus burning, bc

Identified byl as being at bus depot
in rear of bus on right ” Jog chain in hand,
[ 1

turned his head, he heard a crash, when he looked
back and saw window brokenl_':| was walking away,

| ] high school senior, Anniston. bic
Identified photograph o as man seen by him at bus
burning scene, When heard crash he looked up in time to

see chain held by man backing away from bus, bc

[tentatively identified aph of
man standing directly adjacent to bus as
b7C

A deceased Bureau informant has identified [ |

as identical with an officer in the Anniston Klavern,
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b7C
SUBJECT: j’

<

INCIDENT:
Placing bomb on bus,

TN COTL AMS\E’L

WITNESSES:

J a reluctant u‘%'ﬁié? %ﬂte of State
Investigator Both from photograph and in person
identified as person wno put bomb on bus, States she is '"pretty
sure” and it is felt this statement made due to her reluctance
to testify,

b7C

(a subject) advised Agents
accompanied him iIn 1934 white souped up coupe and they drove in
front of bus at slow rate and says he may have pulled to left as
bus tried to pass,

b7

on interview refused to furnish any information
other than description, Refused to pose for or furnish photograph,
Told Agents to see his lawyer, e

of| | who 1s the son of the operator
where the bus burned, on interview by Atlanta

interview changed her story, Her name is 7C

| son of the owner of | |denied
having seélm man the bomb on bus; however, he was at scene,
took photographs and admitted deliberately destroying photographs,

former wife of] | advised p7c

|toId Ber that he 1s a member of the KKK and he has also

Ay R . . ~es

=

been 1dentified by confidential informant as a Klan member and has
attended meetings,

3
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SUBJECT: | b7C

INCIDENT: Beating of a Negroc on sidewalk encircling
Federal building, Montgomery, Alabama,--in
connection with arrival of Greyﬁound bus at
Greyhound Bus Depot, Montgomery, Alabama,
approximately 10:20 a.m., May 20, 1961,

positively identified as the person who
beat and encouraged o o beat the above-
mentioned Negroe« victim,

b7C u
WITNESSES: Departﬁ:jﬂttorney , has

An Alcohol, Tobacco and Tax Division Agent,
who observed the above incide.ﬂ a building

across the street, identified as one
of the participants. '
b7C
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SUBJECT: .1

b7C

INCIDENT:

He is a klansman who was fo lead a group of klansmen at the

bus station in Birmingham when the freedom riders came to Birmingham.

WITNESSES:

Confidential Bureau Informant.




SUBJECT: I

\ BV : b7C \

- _(Cap arxvery)

INCIDENT:
Breaking window on bus,

WITNESSES:

Identified himself in photograph, He admits being at
bus station and at scene of burning, He denies inflicting any damagetA

Positively identified by | £rom b7C
photograph exhibited., Photograph was at scene of burning,
| LSTATFD Aa e
,one~armed cab driver, -said—he— C
seemed to be mighty busy moving around but didn't offer any
assistance,

7C
On interview on May 20, 1961,L er
stated "I know I am in the middle but afrald to talk for fear o

the life of my wife and child,” He attended Klan meeting held
Thursday night, May 18, 1961,
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SUBJECT: /

ROBERYSHELTON

Imperi izard

Alabama Knights

ngHts of the Ku Klux Klan, Incorporated

INCIDENT:

At meeting of Tuscaloosa Klavern 5/9/61 mentioned that
plans were being made to push the sit-ins and freedomriders at Montgomery
and Gadsden, Alabama, and that it was up to all locations of the klan u
to help.

WITNESSES:

Confidential Bureau Informant.
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SUBJECT:

ROBERT SHELTON

Imperial Wizard

Alabama Knights

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Incorporated

INCIDENT:

Was observed riding around the Greyhound and Trailways
bus stations on 5/14/61 about the time the Trailways bus was coming into
the station.

WITNESSES:

b7C
"Birmingham News. "

A confidential Bureau informant.
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SUBJECT:

INCIDENT:

. A confidential Bureau informant has identified him as a member
of Eastview Klavern #13, Alabama Knights, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,
Inc., and also identifies Stewart as being in the photograph taken of the
mob scene at the Trailways bus station, 5/ 14/ 61

b7C

The Birmingham Police aeheved the
iddividual- in the photograph to be Witensses were not able
to identify Hall for the Birmingham Police Department.

WITNESSES: -

Confidential Bureau informant.




SUBJECT: Y24 |
b7C 4
Atlanta, Georgla: B
- INCIDENT: | ' H7C

A crippled man was observed in the company of
at the Trailways bus station in Birmingham on 5/14/61 when the

mob attackeq | This man was later identified to
the_informant by| | Birmingham Police Department

as |

WITNESSES: M

A confidential Bureau informant.

b7C

IBirmingham Police Department.

: b7C
bert Shelton advised the same confiden tial informant
tha; was at the bus station, He possibly also knew that
was at the bus station. :




SUBJECT:

INCIDENT:

He is a klansman who was to lead a group of klansmen at the
bus station in Birmingham when the freedom riders came to Birmingham.

WITNESSES:

Confidential Bureau Informant.
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SUBJECT:

INCIDENT: LiC

was identified by a confidential Bureau informant
as a man who grabbed a Negro in the Trailways bus-station 5/14/61
According to this informant immediately thereafter
stated "Get that son of a bitch."

WITNESSES:

A confidential Bureau informant.

b7C

e T e
e Cﬁmkﬁﬁl"""
e SR Y Ry
cerar VR e @2 ITD
I P N L R B
i MV B T r6
ront\ O\ i

UATE.

ng -\9 b SSR q?OSﬁDD/o_)(/ \
241, 529




SUBJECT: / b7e

INCIDENT:

He is a klansman who was to lead a group of klansmen at the
bus station in Birmingham when the freedom riders came to Birmingham.,

WITNESSES:

Confidential Bureau Informant,

ENCLOEULE




SUBJECT: /

b7C

e

INCIDENT:

He is a klansman who was to lead a group of klansmen at the
bus station in Birmingham when the freedom riders came to Birmingham.

WITNESSES:

Confidential Bureau Informant,
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SUBJECT: ‘,

B7C

INCIDENT:

He is a klansman who was to lead a group of klansmen
at the bus station in Birmingham, when the freedom riders
came to Birmingham,

WITNESSES:

Confidential Bureau Informant.
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SUBJECT:  _ -

Gadsden, Alabama

g R B AR SRR LA
R =4

INCIDENT: b7C

was identified as being in Birmingham on 5/14/61. b7C

told Agents th came from his house, then went to the Redmond
Hotel where ecked out and then went to the bus station allegedly
ﬂ bus for Gadsden. He intended leaving his car with | U

later decided allegedly to get his car and drive back to Gadsden.

WITNESSES: b7c

A confidential Bureau informant that was in Birminghaxffl

5/14/61.
b7C

thatl went to the bus station allegedly
to catch a bus for Gadsden and then returned to the home o and

drove his personal car to Gadsden.
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SUBJECT:

p7C

INODENT:

Observed a Greyhound bus trying to pass a white car near
Anniston, Alabama, 5/14/61.

b7C
WITNESSES:




SUBJECT:

INCIDENT:

Delayed bus. Owner and operator of 1934 white souped-

up Ford, identified as being at Forysyth's.

WITNESSES:

left bus station observed same one in front of bus. A

""Afro-American" newspaper,
traveling with Congress of Racial Equality observed white Ford coupe
met bus coming into Anniston following bus to bus station. After

b7C

b7C

ttempted to slow

it down. License|:| This license issued to

B
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 //\ . : Tolson
N Parsons

UNITED STATES < t Hohs
elmont
Memor. | w
{ Conrad
arlbv : DzL:uch
Evans
Malone
TO . Mr. Rose DATE: 5/26/61 Rosen
Trotter
W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
FROM : Mr. Mc én:;:;n
)
susjecT: FREEBUS (? NS b7C
AN D

Two photographs requested by ,
Department of Justice, were delivered to him by SA|
at 12:45 p.m., May 26.

[;:;;::;;Lrequested that an agent of the Atlanta Office .-
meet him a e anta Airport. He will be on Delta Airlines,
flight 723, leaving Washington National Airport at 4:23 p.m.,

EDST and arriving at Atlanta, Ga., 5:38 p.m. d

requefxgd_jhﬂ_ﬂnngau_ﬁo have the following K7C
investigation conducted: . a student at Morehouse
College, Atlanta, Ga., was a rider on the bus involved in the
incident at Anniston, Alabama. ho observed the two
above-mentioned photographs advised that the unidentified wman in
the photographs was in the bus station in Anniston, Alabama. The
pictures were szf: ff fhe man when he got off of bus in
Cedartown, Ga. stated that the Department requested this

Bureau to attemp 0 1dentify the unknown man in the picture{{

The above information was given to ASAC Harrison of the b7C

Atlanta Office at 2:30 p.m., EDST. ASBAC Harrison was instructed to
make arrangements for an agent of the Atlanta Office to meet

Owen to obtain the pictures. He was told to instruct the agent

to ascertain if had any additional request re these plcturasU
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 -~ Tol
> . olson

- UNITED STATES / - T Mohr
3 V) Belmont
Callahan

Memora caed”

TO

f Trotter
W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
FROM . C ° Lo MC Ingram
Gandy

Porsons

Evans

W ’ Malone
ur. Rodegl/ xen, 5-26-61 e
; * Tavel

)

supject: FREEBUS ‘ 0'{‘{.'“

ASAC Tom Jordan of the Mobile Offji advised ghat
the Attorney General of Alabama, MacDonal allion, wrgte
a lengthy letter to the Pres:.dent asking“for cr1m1na1

the "Freedom Riders', including that of James Douglas
whom the letter indicates has communist association®”or
connections, Gallion will read the letter on Channel 5, TV,

in Mobile at 6:00 p.m, local time tonight. The Mobile

newspaper refused to print the letter, considering it libelous. [,{

ACTION

ASAC Jordan was instructed to send the text of the
letter by teletype tonight. He had obtained same through a
source of the office. M
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UNITED STAT

Memor.... ¥
Mr, Pan§$§§~’,

A. ROW

FREEBUS

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

SAC Jenkins, Birmingham, advised that telephone
records concerning the individuals involved in the Anniston
and Birmingham affairs are being checked at Anniston, Gadsden,
and Talladega, Alabama, on a confidential basis.
information received from the check of these telephone records
is to be used in court, a suppoena must be used for the recordsﬁl

SAC Jenkins advised that no information concerning
telephone calls would be available at Birmingham, Alabama,
without a subpoena being used for such information.
advised that he had learned that John Doar, Departmental Attorney,
had indicated that Assistant Attorney General Burke Marshall
of the Civil Rights Division, might be able to do something
concerning the records in Birmingham.
concerning this matter and he advised that he had no. special
contacts but that he was desirous of doing anything possible
He appreciated being advised of
conditions that existed in Birmingham and that he intended to
try and take some steps in order to have the information made

to get this information.

available. L(
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SAC Jenkins

Mr. Marshall was called
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/ i Tolsen
Parsons
Mohr

Belmont

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
UNITED STATES GOVE&ENT

Callahan
Memorandum Co
,v\" N S:T:;e
TO : Mr. McGoway/!'/ DATE: 5/27/61 Toval
W v
.- Tele. Room
FROM : J. G. Ky/é}‘y gfx:dy
| O . - | |
SUBJECT: CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY— Y
FREEDOM RIDERS - JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI ﬁ‘/
CIVIL RIGHTS A1 A

ASAC Sylvester at Jackson, Mississippi, was advised
at 5:55 p. m. on 5/27/61, that New Orleans report of 5/26/61,
on this matter had been furnished to the Department and he
should disseminate his copy to USA marked attention Attorney
Jerry Heilbron, Departmental Attorney, who is leaving Monday
morning for Jackson to file the action against the Jackson,
Mississippi Police. b(

ASAC Sylvester added that twenty-four Agents are
leaving Jackson today and that the twelve New Orleans Agents
should be in a position to leave tomorrow if they can get
in all of their dictation by tomorrow morning.t(
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1 - Mr, Gurley

May 29, 1961

ALL \NFO?H%OW

(Retired) HEREINIS UNCU\Q IFIED

DATE gﬁ“
¢ g9 g% SsRavosete

Q91,939

I have rveceived your letter dated May 18, 1961
and the interest which prompted your communicating’ with me
is appreciated,

Although I would like to be of assistance, a
regulation of the Department of Justice prohibits the
disclosure of imfermation in our files to other than

' appropriate aﬁcncies in the executive branch of the Federal
Government, However, you should not infer that our files p
do or do not contlin the information you desire, (/4

For ynur information, the film, "Operation
o _ Abolition," was prepared and distributed’ by the Un-American
T Activities Committee, United States House of Representatives,
< . and the FBI had nothzng to do with its prnparat on and
T release. 'Vl

O E . Communism is indeed a threat to the freedoms we

. ¢ enjoy in this country., If we are to effectively combat

. this evil conspiracy, it is imperative that all citizens of
.~ this Nation endeavor to exhibit in more ‘positive ways the
value and su erjority of our form of govermment over any
foreign ideo ogy.ak[

, In view of your interest in the internal security
v, e of the United States, I am enclosing two' itens of literature
vlm;h you may like to read, ((
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May 18, 1961

Mr., J: Edgar Hoover //A‘U//J &b7é .
Vashingion, . C. M o T
Washington, D. C. MU i Ly,
HEREIN | UNCLASSiFIED "

Dear Sir: - DATE

o 8 ssmosem ;g;a’ 91,929
A small group of men and women here in Ames, lowa, have been ponsornng
the showing of the films ''Communism on the Map" and "Operatégg Abolition'.

'C

In response to these films, a group which ¢alls themselves ommlttee on 7
Racial Equality'' and their subsidiary "T:}zgiudent Commi ttee on Racnal "
VO

e

_Equality" have taken strong exception an ice obJectlons to the shownng

“of “the films in the communlty and the material presented in the films. They
have also voiced opinions that the House Committee on Un-American Activities
should be abolished.

My question to you, Syr, is: ''Has the Committee on Racial Equality and
their subsidiary, ThefStudent Committee on Racial Equality been investigated
to determine whether for not they are a Communist front organization?" |[f

ghey have been invesjtigated, | would appreciate being informed what the re-
ults of the investfgation disclosed.

ion Abolition', the statement is made that the Communists
have infiltrated gur church organizations and our educational institutions,

While | believe that this is true, generalizations such as this do not have

the pointed effeg¢gt that specific names would have. Can you furnish me with 3
a list of names pf church leaders and educators and, if knowp,their addresses’
who are definitelly known to be card-carrying Communists, or, as a result of
investigation, Have been determined to be sympathetic to the Communist cause%q

In the film '"Oper

e I

Two individuals. in this community have voiced strong opposition to the film &
”Operataon Abolition" and have stated edttorually that they consider that =
sently no Communist threat in the United States, ese are

on the faculty of lowa State Uniyersity, and whom,
s associated with the Economlcs Department. | interested
in knownng whether or not either of these individuals have begh identified

as Communist party members or ''fellow travelers''. vy

N

-

Very truly yours
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(Type in plain text or code)

Transmit the following in
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i
FROM SAC NEW YORK (157 392)9;15'@,»1\f:"f;’“:'f“___--
o ‘t‘;‘; acyie FOR
E -
SUBJECT: FREEBUS D‘\T Lnssmtﬂm*

(00:MOBILE) ¢ CRe f‘

ﬁnclosed\hérewi‘ch are 8 coples of a letterhéad
memorandum concerning captioned activity. q

The source mentioned in the enclosed memo is
the Kings County CP Organizational Secretary )

Enclosed memorandum is being classified "Confidential®
in order to protect the source, exposure of whom would A
adversely affect the defense interest of the US, L( 4 C/

will be in attendance at this meeting and
the Bureau will be advisen) of its result by alrtel and

lexterhead memorandum,

. 3

(IyBureau (157-373) (Encls.
“1-Birminghem (Encl, 1) ”_
1

1-Mobile (Encl. 1)
FDOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ‘MATTERS {15

~New York %I ( )
- Kk —
S m— T~ (VY

1-New York (157-392) 2 ‘:4‘?5‘{,7, e
. _ b7D ] ~
104
CWC: Jmk ¢

Dﬂ.te a ey

Fow Fpi. vl Ader
By R o | T
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‘UNITED STATES GOVI * ..
Memorandum - - -
TO . The Director pate: M /L )/ ) 3,/ /987
FROM N. P. Callahan
i - SUBJECT: The Congressional Record F/P} L /)/J/‘// § 7[_1‘_“0 1‘“‘ __‘h/ {76/
——

Pages Touu-T95i, 2emator ansiislg, {90} <ontans, &poks
~ip, Manslleld stated 1 do sot blams (he gremt wmajority of the people o Alsbaca,

erning the incidents wiich havw OocHrrad in Alabina in the past severnl davs, \

but I éo Blame the odlucy wio perpetrated tuose outrages in at least turee
citlet. Lqual Glame aleo aitaches to the iocal law-enforesiusmt oificars, their
supsriors, aad lbe officinis of the “tate of Mabawia. Trotection could nave and
should -ave brom given &t all levels of goversment, rotectios will snd cruet be
gtm by the Yedaral Govermuant. * “emitor 2uss, {1 < ommecticul, jolmed

£r, Wsesfield is sis remarks. emmtor Mores, () Tregom, sgveed witn the
rermnrke of gmmm and Sush and mquestsza to Wave primted in the Botord an
sditorial irow the © sabington Tost sptitied " Alebama G4l Deep ¥nd. " The

~ ial states "~ Past ﬂmri«nw gave gvery indication of vipleace sl ‘domtgoery

. r *
S Ao
/ A ST /

the bus arrived. Sereever, the Z81 notilied the Siontgemery authoritics that
controversial group was coming and asksd {or its pmnm et 20 law-
mwcommﬁw were in evidence when the Dus srrived. -

1 ORMP\
P:\;\é}gé \sus‘"L‘\§$‘F‘E‘) }
DATE 2 )8 SETA ~
b1 AN ZL i
ssaagazemnle T T
290929 -

In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional
Record for /1, /N “ / was reviewed and pertinent items were
marked for the D rector’é cxttentlon This form has been prepared in order that
portions of a copy of the original memorandum mayi];e clipped, mounted, and placed
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files,?

66JUNY 196

o

i
Yd

;e

Original filed in: £, 4
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T0  : Mr. ParsoGQ pate:  5/25/61 Tovet

Trotter
. W.C. Sullivan
p,/ - Tele. Room
FROM . A. Rose glgl‘dm
] andy

SUBJECT: FREEBUS

O e
\Sore
ASAC Sylvester at Jackson, Mississippi, advised that|
|Mississippi State Highway Patrol, has received %0 instructions
from.the Governor concerning what to do if the freedom riders arrested at
Jackson, Migsissippi, on 5/24/61 are released and| has no
plans. He stated that he would be willing to escort the priseners presently in
jail-tm J ackson to the state line if given assurance that they would not return., L

f.'..s ;

S ‘ )
1 - Mr. Mohr 7 &%
1- Mr. DeLoach AL{{?;%%P‘GATEON CONTAIN

b7C
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1- Mr. Evans 3 0D
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OFTIONAL FORM NO. 10 o . Tolson
Parsons

UNITED STATES GO ‘ / ‘ Mobe
: Belmont

Callahan

Memoran Y . ' G

Evans

,:‘ Malone

; R
TO : Mr. - DATE: ..ay 25, 1961 Tavel
. 4 Trotter
f y .C. Sullivan
e. Room

ﬁ

o %—!’BBWE Ay wm_w\ MAT! NTONT i
. HEREIN tSU {CLASSIFIE
BYSZ

SUBJECT: FREEBUS
biC

SAC Thomas Jenkins of <'B18r‘m?i'r?g<ﬁam hassﬁdqvgsoe%ﬁém:aéq ] m
I Civil Rights Division, has requested SAC Jenkins to’
N be present in Montgomery, Alabama, on 5-29-61 to testify as a
A ~ witness in the temporary injunction proceedings involving
ilK‘\%the Birmingham Police Department. SAC Jenkins is to testify
* concerning the notification given to the Birmingham Police
Department about expected violence at the Trailways Bus Station

e

in Birmingham on 5-14-61. L p7C
) SAC Jenkins stated that expects the Birmingham
Police Department to take the position that he thought only a

éﬁj‘\aa Greyhound bus was involved and they had received reports that
.5} 7 this Greyhound bus had been burned in Anniston.t(
e SAC Jenkins advised that was particular1®’/C
interested in the Atlanta teletype to Bureau, Birmingham,
L and Mobile dated 5-14-61, 1:59 p.m. EST, which furnished
. 3 information about two buses, a Greyhound and a Trailways,
N proceeding to Birmingham. SAC Jenkins advised that upon
”gj% receipt of this teletype, he immediately notified |
< [ |of the Anniston, Alabama, Police Department, and
Q:l 1 of the Birmingham Police Department. o
+.  oAC Jenkins stated that both departments were notified prior

Vg;- to 1:30 p.m., 5-14-61. b( b7C

SAC Jenkins has given to[ | FD 302's (interview
U report forms) which cover the above facts. Two additional 802's
K which would reveal informants have not been given to| |
- and it has been explained to him that in addition to the above,
"~ warning by the Police Department of Birmingham was advised in
o general terms.copcerning violence so that the informants would
&sﬁ not be exposed.

"Q ACTION: y REC"“/JZ;,MM ; /?&/ J f , \.1»‘

SAC Jenkins is submitting a teletype that he will testify
requested unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau({/

4 MAY 31 19§

55 Jul 6 1961, ¢

L
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Memorandum

IR . -
Callahan
‘}\, Evans
) Malone
R
TO : Mr. McGow %v DATE: 5/27/61 Tavel

™ ornioNAL fORMy NO. 10 ‘ . ‘ Tolson
. Parsons ¥
UNITED STATES GOVER ENT Mohr
Conrad
Trotter

. W.C. Sullivan
“ Tele. Room

FROM BIC Time of call: 9:27 P.M. goo

SUBJECT: FREEBUS

’

Mr. Rosen called to state that Departmental Attorney
John Ossea had inquired as to the location of information, whj
he believes he saw from the Bureau, to the effect that Robe
had told a newspaperman in Anniston on 5/14/61, that the néwspaper-
man should stick around and he would see plenty of trouble.L(

b7C After re;ig;/cf our ticklers and indicies it was noted on

Birmingham teletype 14/61, that newspaperman | was
interviewed on thatfdate. He said that about 11:00 a, m, on 5/14/61,
| |called and stated he had a tip for him,
| | said there was going to be some action at the Greyhound Bus
ation that p. m. and mentioned that CORE was due to arrive in
Birmingham. At 10:34 p. m. Special Agent Montgomery
RA, was advised that apparently ad reference to this
comment allegedly made by | |[rather than Shelton, however,
we were not able to locate To date any correspondence to the fi;)

Department in this regard. It was suggested he search the 511 pag
report delivered from.Birmingham to Montgomery this afternoon to
see if the interview with |is not set out therein and call

this to Mr. Osspa's attention. 14
{7 Ip [ﬁw«a,
AL\I_‘\{%{/R?J\AT\SN CONTAINED

BEREIN IS UNCLAGSIFIED G REC. 9 - /o

NS A R
&t &al9aq |

ADDENDUM, 5/28/61, JLS:dsj:

b7C At 12:15 a.m., 5/28/61, SA | Montgomery,
cairicu to advise above was resolved. nterview of TV cameraman
| lwas in the big Birmingham report and has
been shown to It was Shelton who made the comment.
(T serial 286-K indicates Atkins talked to Shelton but not in

such detail.) U{ g

145
‘ ;

33
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PEREIN 1D Us%CLfi\ Sg 7)//

: ' May 34, 1961

DATE o g\s{,ﬁ C?QOSQDDZCAL b .

8 -19-9 MEMURANDULS TR MR, T LSON :

A1 324 #H. PARBUNS -/
MK, ROBEN P

MR. DELCACH v
1961 )
( I called the Attoraey General to advise him thet a b\wlmd

of ¥reedom iiiders had just leit ..ontgomery, Alsbama, comvoyed by

18 motoreycles, 30 police cars and 20 rupresentatives of the press and
phctographers (n addition to members of the National Gaard being on the

bus. | stated they will be met at the Mississippt line by the siissiastppt

State Pollee and 100 National Guards at Meridian and 100 at /ackson.

I furtaor stated that we had received word that 30 hoodlurs are planning to biow
up the bus at the Misslssippi llne, that these hoodlumis were not members of

the Ku Klux {lan or the White Citizens' Couneil. The Attorney General was
advised that thers wer: also armed persons along the highway but I {slt with
such a cavaleade the bus apparently would be protected.

The Attorney Ceneral was advised that we had learned that some
more *reedom Riders are leaving Atlanta to go to Momtgomsery, Alabama,
to replace some of the ' reedom iliders there who had to go back to college
for examinations. The Attorney (eneral then commented that he wanted tu
get the Marshals out of there. He was also told that asother bugload i

freedom :iiders would be leaving sontgomery at 11: 30 tocay. B ;

b7C | then mentioned the matter of the Nast Storm Troapers and
stated we had learned that the bus waich was used was registered to a man

by the name oi | lwho (s employed at the Pentagon in the
Map Service. I stated ently donated the bus as the license o f
mzt,

numbaer {s registered to him and ie th -
s regt bous /&’wvieq‘ [~
The Attorney General uko'g '&o be advised of any
developments. |/ ok 02 —
very truly yours, MAY 31 '
a8 =

John zdgar Hoover B
Director

| g LR 27

maiL room (1 .tELETYPE UNiT L]
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

RNMENT

»L T 5010-104
el
TO
i \ FROM
SUBJECT:

"Lfll"‘I\’)’{t‘tAIIO" CONTAINED

: Director, Federal Bureau of DATE: May 27, 1961
Investigation
Burke Marshall, AssistantAttorney BM:JLM:arg
General, Civil Rights Division
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY
Freedom Riders ~ Jackson, Mississippi 144-41=~-sub
144-1-554

"W'E IS UNCLASSIFIED

SRR 4

BV

aﬁh?ﬂ?l aSP0381b1e v101a{{oé§‘of the civil rights statutes, as

the Government's right to insure the unimpeded and

unobstructed right of interstate transportation by motor carrier,
are involved in the reported incidents occurring on May 24 in

relation to the efforts of the so-called "“"Freedom Riders"

to

travel from Montgomery, Alabama, to Jackson, Mississippi, by

vmotor bus,

1,

Accordingly, the following investigation is requested:
Interview the appropriate official of the Trailways
Bus System at Montgomery, Alabama, to determine:

(a) whether either of the busses on which the
Freedom Riders traveled on May 24 was on a
regularly scheduled run between Montgomery,
Alabama, and Jackson, Mississippi;

(b) if so, whether either was scheduled to make

intermediate stops between those points and to

pick up or discharge passengers and/or mail at
such intermediate points, and

whether passengers and/or mail were, in fact,
waiting to be picked up by such scheduled
busses at the intermediate stops., A

(c)

was dlspatched as a special run, determine from the
5ﬁhff Trailways official why it was necessary
to put 3]
bus driver regarding the special run, and what
tional costs egg 1n°quﬁ !rn connectlon therewith,
Interv1ew both bus drivers who operated the busses
carrying the Freedon R s as to all details of
received from the M1ssissip qulghway Patrol, the
Mississippi National Guard officers, and the officers
12 MAY 31 1961
—— )

If either of the busses carrying the freedom riders
special bus, what orders were given to
g?l"}n;, i
each trip, includin or directions they
of the Jackson Pqlice Department. p vy
REG-ZZ/ n;jﬁ/ Z" N




5.

6.

Bus Depot at Jackson, Mississippi, or other
appropriate official, to determine who ordered
the Negro section of the Terminal closed down

Interview the Terminal Manager of the Trailways
and why this action was taken, \\\

7
Lcﬂ’
&
o/

N

to the arrests made in the Jackson, Mississippi, \ !
bus depot on May 24,

Interview a representative number of eye~witnesses

\
Interview the appropriate police offiéial, or offi-
cials, of the Jackson Police Department as to the

basis for the arrests made, including any orders :
they received from higher authorities in the city '
or state as to the action they should take upon the \
arrival of the Freedom Riders. ;
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airtel | - ;\{_;;\:,c‘. IRTIGH St NTAINED
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* To: . B8ACs, Mobile (Enclosures ?9 \.{ﬂ
New Orleans (Enclosures 2) SSA9 803
03&

From: i)ircctor, FBI QQ( 8 a-q DD/ (_.
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY
FREEDOM RIDERS - JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

CIVIL RIGHTS
BUDEDL:5/30/61

ReBu telephone calls today to Iontgainry, Alabama, and

Jackson, Mississippi.
s b7C l’(
Enclosed herewith a f a self-explanatory
memorandum dated 5/27/61 from
b7C

You are instructed to conduct the investigation
requested by| pdvising all persons contacted that
this investigation is at the specific request of the
Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, U, S,
Department of Justice;b(

This investigation must be afforded top priority and
surep to reach the Bureau no later than 5/30/61. Specifically
state in urep that this is a limited 1nvoct1¢lt10n.q

NOTE: In connection with efforts of the freddom riders to travel
from Montgomery, Alabama, to Jackson, Mis#issippi, by bus, the
Department has requested investigation to determine whether
Civil Rights Statutes have been violated toghéherrwith Government's
right to insure unimpeded and unobstructed right of interstate
transportation by motor carrier. Investigation~1s to include
interview of appropriate official at the Trailuays Bus Depot in
Montgomery to determine if the bus carrying the freedom riders
wmmn,“hvns handled as a regular run or was handled by'the company as a
ms - —gpecialy interview of the bus drivers who operated the “two buses
for details of the tr. including any instructions they received

lelmont

Gl —2vom the Misgissippi n; 2 ol, Misgissippi Natiomal Guard
beLoach g3 Jackson Police Officers; "in w of the\terninal manager ofL/

5hun /48

Trotter JG . ers/J
(6)

s

m,b - c, AI

jglg/w M(l'/'ldﬂ/ é ’{ Xfc;/S/)ep’u‘rj
E UNIT [:] Srow S < PO ./f/;(?/t/

w.C. Sulllvcn

Tele. Room
Ingram
Gandy o MAIL ROOM




NOTE CONTINUED

the Trailways Bus Depot, Jackson, to ddtermine who ordered the
Negro section of the terminal closed; interview of a representative
number of eye witnesses to the arrest of the freedom riders;
interviews of the appropriate police officials, Jackson, PD, as

to the basgis for the arrest and orders they received from higher
officials in the city or state as to the action taken against the
freedom riders.

Assistant Director Rosen at Montgomery and ASAC
Joseph Sylvester at Jackson, Mississippi, were telephonically
furnished the details of the Department's request on 5/27/61‘L(
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STANDARD FORM NO, €4

O]ﬁce Mem’omdum UNITED sTA®:s GOVERNMENT

Director
TO : Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: May 24, 1961

Burke Marshall
/f;n FROM : Assistant Attorney General BM:JLM:11h 7807“*
C1v11 Rights Division
144-1-554 | =
SUEFKT Congress of Racial Equality ;2 Y

"Freedom Ride 1961" "
Racial Matters; Destruction of
Aircraft and Motor Vehicles

This will confirm telephoned request to Special
Agenq made this date,

b7C

Your memorandum of May 12, 1961, your File No, s
157-48 re: Congress of Racial Equality, forwarded under R’
route slip dated May 18, 1961, contains information
that, in anticipation of the arrival of the CORE group
in Birmingham on May 14, 1961, the Alabama Knights,
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc,, made plans to deploy
Klansmen in the vicinity of the bus depot and that
30 other Klansmen were to be stationed in the Molton
Hotel, Birmingham, to be called upon if any incident
started, While it is appreciated that the intensive ;
investigation now under way may already have included K
the investigation suggested herein, it is nevertheless E&n
requested that that investigation include obtaining pho \
copies of all registrations of guests at the Molton Hot s i
for May 14 and for two days immediately preceding and 1
immediately following May 14, It is also requested tha
the same information be obtained in regard to any other
hotel or motel or other place of public accommodation o

at which it is considered 1likely that Klansmen would

have stayed while in Birmingham on or about the date
2 K/Zz —357%
EF® S T >

e
@)

MAY 26 1961

A!L! YG“=“ A RAR

St Ao BH
S-2b-bl
Lk C}/Jfé,

of the incidents of May 14,

S 1o 1 \C res
-le,.SSQQROSEDQ/CAL \ !
|~ ﬁ‘.&"a‘v’;"f‘g"’tﬁ?’

g‘: ) %Q? H :* nﬁ
b7C
. A¢e 'jI) BH
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10° . P : / Tolson

Parsons

Cd I . 9 Mohr
UNITED STATES GOV ‘ ‘ Belmont
1 Callahan

v Memoranc ™ N | o
- Evans .
2\ 3 one I:[
TO : Mr., Parsons J pate: 5/29/61 ‘ ol A7
\ ;.Ct.t eSrullivan
. Tele. Room
FrRoM : A, Rosen G"L/ . Gandy

sy

susject: FREEBUS . Iz‘}\“

b7C  ASAC Ken Raby telephonically advised from Anniston, Alabama, that
two of the four individuals who had been arrested in Anniston for damaging the
Greyhound motor bus on Sunday, 5/14/61 had been afforded preliminary hearings
before the U. S. Commissioner this date. | |
[ Jfound probable cause inasofar as| and| |
were concerned and bound them over for action by the grand jury scheduled to
meet in the Fall of 1961. Bond was continued at $5, 000 each. Z;

a5

It is noted that the two other individuals who had been arrested on
5/22/61 in connection with the destruction of the bus had previously waived
preliminary hearing.

1 - Mr. Belmont , ~
1 - Mr. Evans E y

CLM:ers
(8)

f} ,. ,,? .
56 JUN "8 1961
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