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The ittorney General May 17, 1961
| ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
wtl | gm e HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
1 ﬂﬁf CONGRESS OF RACIAL mmg. 24 _BY 221788

“FREEDOM RIDE 1981 2013413 )
RACIAL MATTERS; DESTRUCTION OF Q.13 _q
AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES

AV

-
‘.;.,5

SSAGPOIEPDCALT B
29/ 329 s

The "Freedem Riders’ are holdiag an open mesting this
evening at the Ziom Baptist Chwreh in New Orleans. it 2 press conferences:
held yestorday it was iadicated that the meeting is to commemerste the
seventh amniversary of the Supreme Court decision on and that
the greup planc to returs to their omes after the meeting.

mmmmwmmmmmwm
will be maintained. Twe marked cars will be outside the Zien Baptist

Church this eveniag, plain-clethes men will be in the church and additional
units will be in the area on & stand-by basis.

uoe INIQ
19 HdES |

The Citizens Council of Greater New Orieans Wold a public meeting
last nigit in the Municipal Auditerium, The principal speaker was
Hugh G. Grant, who was described as an attorsey from n, Georgia,
a formpr eggployes of the U, 5. Departmest of State.
< " .

€Y

the poeple. mmmnnmm
dwwhmmmm
o "wiilt is now going on in Alabama.” Grant also claimed
communisg is {hind the activities of the Congress of Raclal Squalit, :
he called 8¢ a ciatral mmmmfmmm V

resisting racial integration. [ {
lmMMMMunm

!erﬁ‘ﬁ — &fﬁ ’ / f}’,’f&x, 290
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The Attorney Cenaral iiay 18, 1961

Uirector, FBI | 3
® <918 -9 o

k«/.-»
14l BQUALITY, SSATICS ®’ROD[CRL
mmﬁ%ﬁfur FAVALITG. 73 a4 110 ONTAINED

~RACIAL ¥ ; DES \NFOR W
X Gaciar uerrers; Devmmuoreon W K umms;s{\%%
¢/ M/

o
further reference to the racial ine %J;)wm in

Alabama en May 14, 1961, information bas been developed by our Birmingaan:
Office that mewmbers of the U. 5. Klans, Enights of the Fu Klawxlan, i
members of the Natismal States Rights Party participeted in incidents.
The National States Kights Party is an anti-Negro and anti Jorganization
with hudmu‘hu i Birmingham, Alsbama, e e

1 [

mmutwwywmummmm

"Yreedom Ride 1961 te integrate bus facilities and related pulilic -
accommodations inThe South. When the bus arrived at Analstés, Alabexoa,
at i:30 p. m., on Mgy 14, 1561, there were a group of individuais present in
nmmwmmw;mmmrmmmt.emmam

' bus station at samiston. No members of the "Freedom Ride 1961 alighted
fron: the bus. The individuals st the bus station broke several wimdows in the
bus and punctared a tire., When the bus departed it was followed omt of town
and stopped. Aammmmwmmmsmmymmﬁ

= There were no fatalities. ‘,{ _ _; §
Eﬁ 2 mmmmmwﬂm%mmam "
el vern of the U, 3. ilans, %mcusdm au nlux Elan, a8 we n’ihber v
g > the National States & Farty particig in the mmun%t

= has been hmely (dentified as baing W the s:

—u7C group st the bus station. |\ ReC. 3 MCTL12

(V2 QEh: OE N2

Y | %‘?/ r
UJE.,QA- 1 that wears: acen af te
7 at the scens of “ﬁw of thu bll.’"':: Wr Birminghas: Office tma abtamei

Totson .. L8 : - these 3 ﬂ m mpi“ of others in an

Callahan ! 1 6‘
ST u mirmiingham Cijice seiiod b samiston, selcAS
e AT s ment on Ay 13, 1581, that the subject group would be in . MQ?
Ry 14, 1961, for a iffteen tuinutes’ stop, and a group dElansicen planpe;
el jpnvm tln MHM fromw um the facilities of the hus atation at
N , o
‘ vy 1 - Mr. Mohr i
- 1 - Mr. Del.oach A A
= " 17 Mr. Evans /’2;;”? v

I




-
\\2&’{\








































=

S S : = . .
- w‘%&%% \?’i& ?;%\ i TEAE 2 ' - o : - ‘
&h R \\\?&\\\C\é&gﬁf i K‘ e i"‘: 2 %éé%é, z\&; : S . *%%f i o . ;3"(’9\?‘\‘\%)% S
2 : N S m\" 2 S s ‘i ,‘gi%‘i;:%‘{\gét\?\?‘



0
"e\“%‘\&

2

S
\\Tz\\\?f}“:}»} :

o

o





































I
S




o

b
S
: \\*f\k\{é’

e

S
S
e

e

h

1 : o \\b\z?
'\%\\%"@\\g& %=- : Ié&& i

i

- L
iy a5
-

S (.m.’“\y‘\’{s\ 3 \%\f S .;, “‘f\}if
-

e



\9}\\

SN 2
3 i f5 i 3 2.{)

e

e = - - . : -
55‘3;;,;;{2“-\(&\%%@@%%%% e o e : L S S
G Q\\e:\%‘;x%‘é L -

W



S

e

R

SR

S
S

o

T
o

R
e
i





















“s \{@}}%\\3‘% .
w\\m«%?%
5 SR

S

.

i

e
s

L

LI ES T

s
o

i




e
&
N
\E\
\“

i

o
S

e LR

G T S

i Goaiatand

i s

e e
iy
e

S

L s

s

-

il

o \

A

i

o

\e;«awmmmw.u\ \\,Aw\s.\m.w -

Fii

e
i -
B %\\ et

-
.
\%\ \«?

e gk

e

: ,\,uv\\;\\wﬁ\w\\\ww.\
=

ey

\ .
c
i

G
G a0
- <wwﬁm\m<&\u\%e« o
. L .
-

.



e\\\




8'3 Q6

55@9903&[)0}0‘“%“ / ._
/ﬂ/a//xtz " S5k M‘

S -225592 —'ﬂz,é/f |

 CHANGED TO

V2 %'?5/707"/02——4




| A

. .
. . 4=528

Q-13-96
SsA 9803R
AT, BT PN

bofcal SAL &

e A p TS
oW N6 T RS
v

SR YY),y Y

20 - 2258592 - 2¢9

 CHANGED TO
P T T

JUN 7 138} |
B i
S

C




F"'_v A
- .3 .
0-19 (Rev. 2-13-61)

A

Freedom Riders
Denied-Bus Seats
‘At Birmingham

~ By Elsie Carper
Btaft Reporter

The embattled “freedom
riders” flew. to New Or-
leans from Birmingham,
-Ala., last night after aban-
doning plans” to complete
* their journey by bus.

. The 17 men and women, who |

‘Wwere ambushed and assaulted
Sunday by white hoodlums in
Angiston and Birmin g ham
while traveling by bus, left
gn‘mmgham on an KEastern

Alrlmes plane An earlier

Lynchburg city manager
urges Negroes to go slow
' ,,aa”z;mce, problems. Page BS.

whieh they had

by a bomb threat.
Jeff

.deeision to fly after spending
twrdours waiting in the Grey-

o

mery, the State capital.
tho sald it could not

i)&\ed ‘passage was canceled~

Howyd  statien for a bus to|

Al

Attorngy General R@%
Fermmeay had called on
Bama- officials to provide po-|
lice protection for thé group

* which h3s. heen touring the
Deep Sonth to test ~compli-
ance with Supreme Court de-
cisions oﬂtlawmg segregation | \
in interstate transportation.

The group sponsored by the
Congress . of Racial Equality
left Washmgton May 4 and
planned to be in New Orleans
May 17.

Kennedy said he had been
assured that the State of Ala-
bama would provide police
Iprotection to prevent further
outbreaks of violence. In Bir-
mingham, Alabama Safety Di-
rector Floyd Mann said he had
assigned a hlghway patrol car
to accompany the bus.

The Associated Press re-
ported that the escort order
was canceled later by Gov.
John Patterson. He was quoted |

. as saying that feelings were
so high ih the State that it
would be unsafe for the group|
to remain in Alabama.

The Governor said he would
gprovide a patrol te the near-
fest State line but “we will not

escort them ta any other cities
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- said that crowds
hered along the. bus
B, “In “my judgment,” this
pment said, “it is not safe
em to travel from Bir-
ham to Montgomery.”

s Governor, 1 take full
nsjbility for the safety
esponsxbie citizens visit-
labama. But I can not ac;

gy of a group of renegades

of stirring up
* Justice Department
that the Federal Bureau
¢ Itivestigation is looking into
tile}*two instances of violence
that: erupted Sunday to deter
s¢ if there was a violation
Pederal law.
Greyhound bus with seven
dom riders” and two re

outsuie Anniston, Ala.
sngeis suffered from
nhalation .and one . of
etidom riders” said he

g to escape.
Sédond Group Beaten

second group was met by
_g. ang of toughs in the Trhil-
: bus terminal in Birming-
An eyew1tnes§ account
e brutal beating of both
whites -and Negroes was fur
dighed by Howard K. Smith,
CE chief "Washington cor-
xesyondent on “a special as-
gignment in Birmingham. -

imith was alerted to watch

by
dloge. to the Ku Klux Kjlan.

; alternately watched = the

e ———— N
ha-to continue thetrk

the responsibility for the .

are here for the avowed}

s aboard was stoned and]*

uck by a ‘club while},

imgham’s bus ,term;_nals :
man who said he was| =

.'i‘h‘e CBS correspondent’ said

)‘

both. terminals.
identified to him’ as Klansmen
without rébes. :

Redeive Word

‘Late in' the afternoon, the
men starting drifting over to
one of the terminals, Smith
followed.

“They had received word
learned, that the passengers
left over from a bus which
similar hoodlums set on fire
outside 'Birmingham earlie
. were -about {o arrive
there,” Smith related.

“As the bus arrived and.the
doors opened, about 30 of the

and dragged them into alleys
and corridors beating them
with key rings and sticks and
bare fists. About 12 of the at-

tackers knocked down one pas-

senger at my feet and kicked
and beat him until his face

was a bloody red pulp. ”

“At that moment, a man be-

hind me whlspered in my-ear,
‘They have identified you
rom having seén you on tele-

ng for you. You'd better gef

“I left the . terminal and
stood on the street corner op-f
posite. All of this happened
near police ‘hdadquarters at
City Hall, near the office of
the extreme segregauomst
Police Comimissioner Eugene
Connor. But no police showed
up until exactly 10 minutes
later,. by which time the at-

ad disappeared as
O someons: m

They w“""“’ﬁmgham, said .that Pohce

thad ‘been received: '

toughs grabbed the passengers;

ision, théy say they're hunt-|

tackers had gone to waiting.

through th \smok
Commissioner  Connor ‘andlecaped be 3
Pélice Chief Jamie Moore hadlbus’
Jbeen  alerted of = possible
trouble by telegram. Moore);
cohfirmed that ‘the telegrams

away. so tha
man hit me w:tﬁ
The Associated Press quoted club.”
Connor as declaring that he
had been saying for 20 years
that “these "out-of-town med-
lers were going  to cause
loodshed if they kept med-
ling in the South’s business.”
“It happened on a Sunday
Mother’s Day,” Connor was
quoted as saying, “when we
try to let off as many of our
policemen as possible so they
can spend Mother’s Day at
home with their families. We
got the police to the bus sta-
tion as quick as we possibly
could.”

Bus Is Ambushed

Henry Thomas. of 1663 New-
ton st. nw., a.student at How-
ard University, told- the story
by phone of the ambushing
of the bus at Annistop.

Just before thie hus reached
the Alabama fown a man
boarded it and warhed the
ldriver of trouble. When the
bus pulled in “a great big
mob was waiting.” The bus
was surrounded and when the
men were unable- to get on
they broke -windows and
slashed the tires. The bus
pulled out-with cars follow-
ing. About 5 .miles west of
town, the- tires - gave way.
While the «driver tried tof
‘change a tire, the crowd of|/dom riders” whén they
men worked the bus over Washington. He left the
to return to-Washing

Genevieve Hughes, 2§, who
white, Sheé is the ‘daughter ¢
Mr, and Mrs. Williams
Hughes - of 102 ' Oxford. "
Chevy-Chase, Md. Hughes j
retired lawyer now teac
at the Georgetown Univers|
Law ‘Schoel, :

" The passengers aboard
bus were taken to the hoepi
and treated for smoke inli
tion and later were relieased.

James Farmet, national déisi,"
rectof of CORE, in: telégrams
to the Attorney. Geneya
to President Kennedy cha
that Alabamha law- affic
“stood 1d1y_.f hile iy
overruled the
desécrated the face
tion before the w

Justice Dept. Aid $o

He called 'on the Depa
of Justice to “act immediatSNP
to safeguard the safety of thé
public highways and to p;;o-
tect mterstate passengers.”

Farmetr declared that the
Alabama mobs had “served’ ol
tice that Negro interstate
passengers may mnot trayel
with dignity in parts.-of qupy
country except ,;at nsk o ;
and limb.”

Farmer was mtl» the “fy

An meendxarfy‘lv‘ '
thrown throu
dow. (The- Assocxate

said .that the bo
lieved to have
drink” bottle co;
line. The bus w3
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OFTIONAL FORM NO. 10 — - o : k ’ /'/'I:alson
P T ‘;f ‘,Pursons
UNITED STATES G . \T ‘ Mohs

Belmont

Memoran..cn |
& DeLoach

alope

TO : Mr, Parsons paTe: May 16, 1961 <§f§
afgt.tesllhvan
Tele. Room

FROM A. Rosen Iélg;g;n

W

@ ”ﬁéﬁé;
SUBJECT: CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY AT
"FREEDOM RIDE 1961"
RACIAL MATTERS; DISTRUCTION OF b'7C
AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES

The Director has inquired concerning the statement in 5
"The Washingtop Post Times Herald"” 5-16-61 wherein the assertion
was made ,that Eastern Air Lines plane carrying the Freedom =~
Riders from Birmingham, Alabama, to New Orleans, Louisiana, L,@&;zf
5-15-61 was cléared at the request of the FBI, | R

SAC, Thomas J. Jenkins has advised that there is no truth
\ to this stitenelt. He stated that at 6:45 p.m. (Central Standard
Time) one] £ Capital Airlines, Birmingham, had called
the Birmisigham ceé and advised that he had received a telephone
call cond@rningﬂihe false bonb report on the Eastern Air Linpes

| [advised that Eastern Air Lines 1 7C
already knew about the threat. | “lasked SAC Jenkins 1.
the FBI would oversee the search ol the baggage in order to prevent
anything from being taken, He was informed that the FBI would_not

'conduct any search or supervise the same and that the decision to

ground the plane and search the plane and baggage was to be made by
the Eastern Air Lines conpany.L4
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TO . Mr. Parsons DATE:  5/18/61 de

Trotter
W.C. Sullivan
br;lc Tele. Room

FROM : A, Rosen I Jngram o
2\ {53999903@0/@
e e g sty STV 8, oo
RACIAL MATTERS ALL Iart UNCLAS E[
SESTRU%%%L% AIRCRAFT OR PEP%N 1S 5
OTOR ,,
CIVIL RIGHTS DAT
Jo/o//8D A ' 7
SYNOPSIS

John Seigenthaler returned to Birmingham from
; New Orleans, 5717751. : OF mw gChar§

The group o ree iders 1n Or ea
up to return to their homes.b&
4

The open meeting held in New Orleans by the freedom
riders, 5/17/61, attracted over 1,000 people, There was no
disorder.

Speakers at the meeting said the freedom ride was
organized to determine if the President and the Attorney ~—
General would protect them., They encouraged continuing sit-in
demonstrations without violence.

|has been possibly identifie
as the man who threw the fire bomb into the bus on 5/14/61

&
| o t6 pretey surer[ ] 8

{threw the bomb, is fearful and asked for a guarantee she would

fnot be a witness, She was told no guarantee could be given 1,7 5

P —

but efforts wi%l be made to locate other witnesses,

| who lay in front of the bus to prevent
its leaving Anniston, 5/14/61, states he lay down because
he is an epileptic and was dizzy.ﬁ( e RTC =~ e

Robe;§~She1ton of Tuscaloosa, Imperial Wizard,
Alabama Knlghts,\knlghts of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., allegedly
remains in Birmingham and is expecting calls from the Governor' s

& mm— e

office, . Y /‘1 - ”;: R A o
1 - Mr. Mohr
1 - Mr. DelLoach 8 7 24 196!

~~ 1 = Mr. Evans . L FEROE
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Memorandum to Mr. Parsons

le.
has been arrested by the Birmingham
l}police on a char of disorderly conduct after being ‘

A

identified from tAhe newspaper photograph taken of the bC
disorder at Trailways bus depot, 5/14/61. q

ACTION

A memorandum is being prepared for the infor-
mation of the Attorney General. L(

NOTE: Details begin on page 3



* %

Memorandum to M;}\Parsons )
' DETAILS

' John Seigenthaler departed New Orleans 5/17/61
and returned to Birmingham, Hesaid that he will contact
SAC Jenkins at Birmingham on 5/18/61. 74

The group of freedom riders in New Orleans is
breaking up. Twofof them departed 5/16/61 for New York,
and several others have reservations to various destinations
for 5/18/61. ‘é& X

| | who are connected
with the New Zion Baptist Church an:sed on 5/17/61 that

during the past twoddays they have Yeceived anonymous telephone
calls saying that the caller was gofing to "drop a pineapple

" on the church and blow them up,"” The caller used vile
language. It was at this church that the CORE group held b7C
an open meeting on the evening of 5/17/61.6(

The meeting of the freedom riders at the New Zion
Baptist Church was attended by over 1,000 people and many
others were unable to enter because of the crowd. The area
was well protected by New Orleans police and no incidents
were noted. Speakers at the meeting encouraged the audience
to continue sit-~in demonstrations but it was stressed that
no violence should be caused and the demonstrators should
be prepared to take whatever trouble they encountered.
It was stated that the purpose of the freedom riders' trip
was to see if the President and the Attorney General would
protect them., The meeting was orderly and ended at 10:00 p.m.
with the demonstrators being instructed to return to their
respective homes,

| has stated that she is '"pretty
sure" | IS the man who threw the fire bomb
into the bus on 5/14/61. This statement was made after she -
made a possible identification from photographs and then
observed him personally. [:::::::f]has deglined to submit to
interview until he has obtained counsel.

[ — ]is a reluctant witness who is fﬁ;rful
for her life, When first asked to observe ersonally
she stated she would do so if the FBI[Qind_znaﬁantee that
she would not be used as a witness. was informed b7C

that the FBI cannot make such a guarantee but that every
effort will be made to locate other wituesses.[(

-3 =



Memorandum to Mr. Parsons

o A ]

Wik © __land an
investigator 1o € state, has also obseryed and
advised that he positive |was vz Live duringb7
the demonstrati when the bus was burned. i said that
he feels that itlwas |who placed the bomb on the

bus.
U\ '
| |states that he observed
at tHe\ depot beside the bus on 5/14/61. Ef lf:ffj
away, heard a ash, immediately looked up and saw b7C

walking from a broken bus window with a short length o
logging chain in his ‘?nd. L(

C

- advised
that he heard a crash and looked up to see a man stepping back
from the emergency door &f the bus with an arm raised and '
holdinf a chain which was still in motion. [::::]advised b7C

that ears a close resemblance to this 1ndividualil

|has been identified as the individual

who lay in Ifront of the bus to prevent it from leaving the
Anniston terminal on 5/14/61. Upon interview, he alleged

that he is subject to epileptic seizures and that he lay down
in front of the bus because he feltsdizzy and as if he were
about to fall. He stated that within the next few minutes b’C
he was assisted to a taxicab and taken home where he remainea
for the rest of the day. [:::::]refused to identify the taxi

driver,
AW

) . |of the Trailways bus
on 5/14/61, stated t the trip was without incident until’
he geached Anniston where he found the bus station closed.
At inn;sxon he ¥Yearned of the burning of the Greyhound bus
and was’ instructed not to proceed unless a police escort was
furnished.: An unidentified police officer requested that he
advise the passengers concerning the burning of the Greyhound b7C
rhns_and_aﬁk-their,,qooperation in observing segregated seating.

did so but the freedom riders did not change their

seats. The unidentified policeman made a similar request,
but said he woiild not force them to move, Several white maile
passengers then tried to move the Negroes by force and a
fight ensued. c(




)

Memorandum to Mr. Parsons

| |1eft the bus to treat an hysterical
woman passenger and when he returned, the Negroes were in
the back of the bus and the whites were in the front. b7C
The Chief of Police told him he could continue to Birmingham.ut

It has been alleged that Robert Shelton of
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, Imperial Wizard, Alabama Knights,
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., is remaining in Birmingham
and expects several calls from the Governor's office.lk

| |has been arrested by the Birmingham
Police Department on a charge of disorderly conduct. He
was identified from the newspaper photograph as being involved
in the disorder at the Trailways bus depot on 5/14/61.
He claimed he had merely used the men's room in the depot and 1,7
was assaulted when he left the men's room, ,

A
ul” , 7
C pA

fnd
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« UNITED STAT e 3 Mohr

Belmont

Memorandum ) P

N, Evans

‘P . Malone

N d osen

TO :  Mr. Parsons /: ¥ paTe: May 16, 1961 ﬂ Toeeh

H
Trotter

W.C. Sullivan
. . Tele. Room
FrOM  : A, R(%/\/ Tméf (I)f (-Iall 11:15;a. m. Ingram
d30aLRD

a
ANIAT SasgBeRnhi comalEd

SUBJECT: @Q‘NQRES&WQE RACIAL EQUALITY ﬁ;‘? ;-‘r'. 15 %&CU\QSEHED
"FREEDOM RIDE 1961" HERLIw DK
RACIAL MATTERS; DESTRUCTION OFATE_5/¢/7

AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES /0 I 1/07

SAC T. J. Jenkins of the Birmingham Office advised that the
Birmingham newspapers were featuring pictures of individuals who were at the
bus station on Sunday, 5/14/61. There was a picture of individuals engaged
in the fight at the bus:station. This has been enlarged by the paper and the
pictures of various individuals have been separated and appear in the paper
under the caption ""Do you know them?" As a result of this the Birmingham
Office is receiving a number of calls from private citizens. Jenkins was
instructed that Agents should contact the individuals and ascertain if they can
identify the persons and what they know about the incident which occurred on
Sunday, 5/14/61. ({

Birmingham Office is continuing its investigation of the incidents
at Anniston, Alabama and Birmingham bus stations. [(

ACTION:

Jenkins was instructed to have the New Orleans Office interview
members of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) group who were on the
Trailways bus which arrived in Birmingham on 5/14/61. It is noted that the
CORE group will be in New Orleans for at least two days as a meeting is
scheduled for tomorrow night, Jenkins was also instructed to forward photographs
of suspects to New Orleans Office so these could be exhibited to members of the
CORE group to determine if they could identify any of the suspects. [{

Jenkins was further instructed to contact
or lor some other Negro leader who might be acquainted with the
individuals involved in the fight between Negroes and Klansmen in back of the

bus station in an effort to identify the Negro who was reportedly taken away bIC
from there by four Klansmen in a black, %qggma(ggiiﬁ. . ] ,
o ~ N : O
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Ro: Congress of Reclel Equality
Racial Matters

ADVANCE, An Organization otABEEBDRKsive vouth

A confidential source advised on February 18, 1960,
that Advance was organized at a Founding Convention held in
New York City on February 13 - 14, 1960 L(

Another confidential source advised on March 2,

900 that the Declaration of Principles, adopted at the
Founding Convention of Advance, included ths following
pertinent points: a stand for peace and total disarmament;
equal rights; anti-discrimination; struggles against forces
of opposition to the Bill of Rights; an organiced approach
to Marxist theory; inform prospective applicants of the
. group's Declaration of Principles. This source stated
that the Declaration of Principles was believed by the

CP, USA Secretarilat to be essentially the line of the
Natlonal CP leadership. L4

"The Worker," an East Coast Communist weekly
newspaper, dated February 28, 1860, carried an article on
page 14, entitled "New York City Marxist Youth Group Formed."
This article lists four of the top officers of Advance,
including JAKE ROSEN, MARVIN MARKMAN as Vice-Presidents,
and MIKE STEIN as Educational Director.[A

b7cC

b7D

The first confidential source advised on March 8,
1960, that Advance maintains a headquarters in Room 636, at 799
Brogdway, New York City, and is currently engaged in the
formation of clubs in all boroughs of New York City.L(
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-225892)
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FROM : iAC, NEW YORK (100_7930‘3)
& uBJECT:(/CONGRESS OF RACTAL EQUALITY (lescifies B

RACIAL E'A-ﬁERS raclagy %Yy il

- Enclosed are the original and 7 copies of a letterhead
emorandun. (,( *

The confidential sources mentioned in encloged letter-

head memorandum are identified as follows: g .

b7C
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The confidentlal souz :
" oof Advance in the order of their use are: y
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ORTIONAL FORM NO. 10

UNITED STATES 5‘1’;

Memoranaum

-
TO : Mr. Ro§%ﬁ§Xj

FROM

SUBJECT: FREEBUS

b7C

DATE:

5-22-61

Staff, G-2, Department of the Army, called at 1l p.m., 54

‘9

Tolson
Parsons
Mohr
Belmont

Callohan
Conrad
DeL.oach

Evans

Malone
Rosen
Tavel
Trotter
W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
Ingram
Gandy

of viC
22-..,

and inquired as to the present developments in Alabama.l(

He was informed about the arrests of the four men
for the bus burning incident at Anniston, Alabama, on 5-14~61

and he stated that he was aware of this incident.

He was

furnished the information that the latest reports from Alabama

indicated everything was peaceful.ll

PR o
D
,}MX;\?\’\M\QN CONTA! ED
i ?“
DATE
‘ ﬁwf‘ REC- 76
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Tolson
Parsons

UNITED STATES G il ’, ‘ Mobr
JBelmont
M Callahan
C d
emoranuu., S =
Sy S Ly Evans
L i Malone
TO : Mr. Parsons/f# - pate: May 16, 1961 Rosen
. Trotter
W.C. Sulli
8 *‘ 3'. q e Tele. Fl;o;r\:\an

Ingram

SSA9503€ D0 (Gl Gy —=
! , ¥2.9" WEORATION CONTAINEDR
suspsct- CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQuALrry ALL INFUw.An SSIFIED g\
"FREEDOM RIDE 1961" EREIN 1S UNCLANSITT L
RACIAL MATTERS; DESTRUCTION __BY
ATE N3]

AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES

With further reference to the activities of the Freedom Riders, SAC
Bromwell of the New Orleans Office has advised that there were no incidents
during the night. Members of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) group
stayed at Xavier University, a Negro school, and at private residences in the city.
Bromwell advised that the New Orleans Police Department afforded the group very
close coverage at the airport and has been giving protection to the members of the
group during the day. New Orleans Police have indicated that they fully intend
to afford protection to the members while they are in New Orleans. L(

rroM : A, Ro$gn

The CORE group has a closed meeting scheduled for today. The
New Orleans Office does not have any information regarding any planned activity
of demonstrations by the group for today. A large open meeting by CORE is
scheduled for Wednesday night at the new Zion Baptist Church in New Orleans. {/(

The Greater New Orleans Citizens Council has a meeting scheduled at
the New Orleans auditorium tonight 5/16/61. This meeting will be covered by the
New Orleans Office through informants and Agents. New Orleans was previously
instructed to cover meetings of the white citizens council by the Bureau in - - :
connection with integration of public schools of Orleans Parish. L{ i

N

_Itis noted that fhpl /zl"i

has previously stated to the newspapers™

ACTION: B

that the CORE group "hag c¢®me too far South, Violence and possible death can b7C
come because of this. ' zu \3
24

REC‘ 1& X oy oy L ~ ;

. . SOl =+ 285 FT o e
New Orleans Office has been instructed to closely follow activities in

New Orleans and to keep the Bureau fully advised of pertinent developments.[{

1- MI‘. MOhr W {n‘{' ’\\ A ———— i~
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Sj‘ANDARD FORM NO. €4

i &Oﬂice MMZO’&Z?Z&ZZM’Z + UNITED STBES GOVERNMENT
o Director ‘ ' . | ' ,
TO t Federal Bureau of Investigation DATB:“{IB 106l

Burke Marshall
W FROM : Assistant Attorney General BM:JLM:11h
Civil Rights Division
144~1~«New

§
FA

~wa

/ SUBJECT: Unknown Subjects; < Aéﬁézzgl-
| ‘ __F Victims b7C

¥

Civil Rights

e\
¢ Q" (Zoes/

N This will counfi ned request of

to Special Agent | for an investigation to
determine the basis upon which

two of the so-called '"freedom riders," Were arrested and
removed from a Greyhound Bus at North Briminghan,
Alabama, on May 17, 1961, If charges were placed against

them please determine their nature, and advise me of

further developments in connection with the arrest of D7C

Jayas j"‘“ Uit ot -
ﬁﬁﬁ?#jﬁigﬁ‘

291331 o . 71’
EMJ X | REC. 22 /m;{_,x?;g:_/ff‘,;:yg 217
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,' LR va e ,’1 , - .b"/c 3 . ’
O s nea s TAGRRERE OF FREEJOM {IJES R AT ATTACKEDCKED

3y A ‘133 AMD AT LIAGT ONE FREEDOA RIDER HOSPITALIZED NITH SEVERE
" ALAIAMA MOW ACTIOMN SEEKS 8Y VIOLE'ICE TO 03STRUCT ENFORCEMENT
OF THE SUPREME GOUAT DECISION IN THE IRENE JORGAN JASE OF 1947
AND THE B0YNTON CAST OF 1967, |

FEOFRAL INVESTIAATION INTERVENTION URSEMTLY REQUIRED
f DEMAND THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ACT |MMEUIATELY TO
SAFE SUARD THE SAFETY OF THE PUSLIC rIGHWAYS AND TO PROTECT
INTERSTATE PASSEMGERS INVESTIGATION OF ALABAUA VIOLENCE MUST
3E MADE, AND ADEQUATE STEPS TAKEN TO PREVENT O3STRRRRRARRR
PREVENT 03STRUCTION 3Y
VIOLENCE OF THE SUPREME COURT DECISION IN THE MORGAN AND 3OYNTON
CASES.

REQUEST EARLY MEETING WITH YOU TO DISCUSS THE ABOVE MATTER

947A EDT AY 15 41
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APTIONAL fORM NO. 10

. .l ‘ Tolson
. Parsons
UNITED STATES GOVERWMENT . Mohr

Belmont

Callahan

Memorandum | ol
! Evans
, ‘ Malone
o Mn. ROSW[ I pate:  May 18, 1961 o
: Trotter

l W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
FROM J b 7 C Ingram
Gandy
v

SUBJECT:

FREEDOM RIDE, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE,
MAY 17, 1961, NATIONAT. NON-VITT ENT SREEDOM
CONVTITTER; RACIAL MATTERS

-,

e
S //}Af'—/’ i(f /
Nt oo o

At 9:20 p. m., 5/18/61,] I

|telephoned this office and requested if any of the CORE

group had criminal records. | |said he was making this inquiry

upon the request of Attorney General Kennedy. | hdvised that

he was interested in the group of "Freedom Riders' that had been involved Db7/C
in the incident of 5/14/61. At 9:35 p. m. | [was advised that

|were possibility identical with two individuals

of the same name that had been convicted to a six months Federal jail term
for violation of a Federal Court injunction in that they sailed their ship into

that |

hat had received

an Atomic bomb testing area in the Pacific Ocean., He was further advised

as possibly identical with a

a three year Federal sentence for failure to report for induction in New York
City in approximately 1943. L(

ACTION:
Mr. Rosen, Mr. Malley, advised.
The above information furnished to was received from Mr, Lav1

Q) WWED v
m\!‘, \ ;\QS FIED >

\J\E‘“E_\ \\ Y; w,“‘,{‘f e ,u |
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 Tolson
. . Parsol
UNITED STATES GOVER’ENT , Mohr

Belmont

Memorandum S
Racies
TO *  Mr., Rosen &: (s DATE: May 21, 1961 El
4 2’;?;.5;‘53;““
FROM : Ingram
b7C aq " y a q Gandy,

SUBJECT: , 0.13-96 . AV
DY o iR

DESTRUCTION OF AIRCRAFT O ..ﬁ,
MoToR vERICLES . ——HEQEIN IS URCLASSIFIED |

CIVIL RIGHTS 2 DME %’,BY
N I <7

William A. Geoghegan, Assistant Deputy Attorney General,
appeared at the Bureau at 3:15 p.m., on May 21, 1961, Geoghegan
said that the Attorney General had decided that the Government had
made a strong show of force in Alabama and that now it was time
to follow this up with arrests. He was desirous of obtaining the
names of as many people as possible who could be arrested immediately
in connection with the incidents in the State of AlabamaJ{

7

N

Mr. Geoghegan was advised that the investigation being

conducted by the Bureau had not been completed; therefore, full
information regarding the participants was not available., He was 13\\
advised that the Bureau would review the information available and %
furnish to the Department details which could be reviewed for a R
determination by the Department as to whether or not they desired to Q\
initiate any criminal action. l{ R

AN
ACTION:

This request was brought to the attention of Messrs, Malley, )

Evans and Parsons. Mr. Rosen at Montgomery, Alabama, was telephonically’:
advised of the Department's request and asked to furnish information ~
developed by the offices. Information was also requested from -
SAC Jenkins in the Birmingham Office as to the current information j
which had been developed by that office and its investigations at

{
Birmingham and Anniston. \\, |
s p‘\« i
LM:bwd :
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r QPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 A\ — '% Tolson
. ey Parsons
UNITED STATES GC ‘ ‘ Mohr —
0
Memorar ' ﬁ'ﬂ%
T DeL.oach
A, Evan
. ‘ :. ; - Malaonse
TO : Mr, Parsons i [f‘ o paTE: May 21, 1961 Hosen
) Trotter
W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
FROM A, Ros é;“:;g?
. ~— “
SUBJECT: FREEBUS C// 27 } b7C

4/ In response to a request from the Co
j; Analysis Section, G-2, Department of the Agmy.

Department of the Army, was telephonically contacted at the
Pentagon and was furnished a brief run-down on occurrences
which have taken place since May 4, 1961,

He was furnished generally background concerning
the bus burning incident at Znnisten, Alabama, the Trailways
mob scene action at Birmingham, Alabama, and the subsequent
racial disturbance at Montgomery, Alabama,

|wa.s particularly interested in knowing
whether or not there was any indication that the Communist
Party was in any way behind the "Freedom Riders," He was
advised that to date the Bureau has no information that the \
‘ ©7C ] Communist Party in any way instigated or was behind the scenes ™«
! in the racial disturbance, ¢/ e

Voo

was most appreciative of the informatiogy-.y

b7C

; \ A : O\
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‘51tuat1ons in Alabama involving the freedom riders, current developments

\

1\

/ - Tols on
/ Parsons

'\ UNITED STATES GOV, ENT ‘ g:ﬁ;om
' ' " Cq, lahan
Memoran m /) | M

L Natone

,g
TO . Mr, Parsons / May 20, 1961 ?ﬁj

e R l‘ﬂ?ﬁﬁ\?fﬁffCWA!NE A
Sy UCLASSIFED "y

suBject: FREEDOM RIDE IQGJ}ATE
RACIAL MATTERS; DESTRUCTION O
(ﬁwwﬁiRGRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES; CIVIL RIGHTS

uuuuu Jz:‘// SYNOPSIS }
In connection with the Bureau's investigation of the two

reflect that investigation is developing witnesses who may possibly be
in a position to substantiate the two violations involved. l4

The first violation under investigation pertains to the burning
of the bus at Anniston, Alabama, since this is a possible violation of
Title 18, Section 33, which makes it a violation to interfere with any

| vehicle mov1ng in 1nterstate commerce, The second violation under

l

investigation arising out of the same freedom ride is the possible civil
rights violation at B1rm1ngham, Alabama, which involves the violence at
the Trailways station in Birmingham where certain of the group were

beaten up. q ::%\

Current developments indicate that at Anniston a special squa&\«
of Agents assigned to this investigation have talked to radio statlon .
owner, one of the passengers on the bus and other persons who are in
position to furnish information concerning the destruction of the busQ’ \\\

At Birmingham the details will reflect that certain witnesses l

are available to identify participants in the violence which took place Q\\
at the Trailways bus station. L( \;
Mo

Investigation with reference to these two items is going ~

forward on a most preferred basis, A special squad has been sent to the
Birmingham Office to assist in running ou&\th1s investigation as quickly

as possible, L( R A Y\ o

The above relatesiéo %he'group which initiated their freedom
ride in Washington, D. C. They have.been dispersed having reached their
destination in[ﬁew Orleans and are;no 16nger involved in any freedom

ride activity Ex'ﬂ_ REC-'65 [0 e P f/ﬁ,& m-ag(/

A separate memorandum has been prepared perta1n1ng to’ the
current group which left Birmingham, Alabama, and who today proceededé{

L ™

Mm

Y
1l - Mr, Mohr fopics Yg‘a}{\b,é 'i;a‘m -otce 1
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Memorandum for Mr,., Parsons
to Montgomery, Alabama,
This is the group which initiated their so-called freedom

ride out of Nashville, Tennessee on 5/17/61 which was, of course,
subsequent to the initial group which started out in Washington, D. C.,

on 5/4/61. b(
%\ W/?M

Details follow. [{

'- d?, b\ -
Conics mMal é Task Force

for reviev/ DY, Rowe
paie
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Memorandum for Mr. Parsons

Re: FREEDOM RIDE 1961
DETAILS

AT ANNISTON, ALABAMA | e

L H

| - | radio station WDNG, Anniston, Alabama,
identified the person in a photograph taken at the bus depot who was
sitting on the pavement in front of the bus as the same individual
who pounded on 'ﬁfffff]with his fists and shouted obscene remarks toP/C
the passengers. stated that the same individual is one who heat
upon and shattered bus windows with an object resemblingln_gzglhax_eﬁ
the scene of the burhning., It is believed this person is als
and[  ]is certain he could identify him if seen in person. [}

observed|_ a passenger, as he was struck
on the head with a heavy log chain as| | e burning bus. He
could not identify the wielder of the chain, overheard some
unknown person say, "Watch it now, We're going to have a smoke bombb/C
in there." ~ NV R L
AN T S
| | Alabama, has advised
that he is the N ord, light blue pickup truck bearing
Alabama license dmitted going to the Greyhound bus ,7C

station at Anniston on NMay 14, but denied that he struck the bus, H.
admitted driving his truck in front of the bus for part of the distance
from Anniston to ‘the int where the bus burned but he denied impeding
or obstructing bus, L{o ~
i

| | of the Greyhound
Bus Company, Atlanta,&has Turnished information that a 1960 or 1961
pickup truck possibly g green Ford with Alabama license cut in
front of the bus, slammed on its brakes and obstructed the bus. 70

xiﬁi

| | a member of the

Congress of RTcial_Edﬂalixn_LronE) has positively identified the .-
\photograph of as the person she observed smashing )

windows of the bus. &f( N HT1e

The Anniston Klavern of the,éi:;ama Knights of the KKK held

&’ meeting on 5-18-61 | At the start
of the meeting assword was given| ‘ by every
person present whispered in reply, "Do not~discuss Sunday."(’C

RBL:ij} - -3 -



he noted | [City Cab Company, pregsent at the

Memorandum for Mr.“Parsons
Re: FREEDOM RIDE 1961 ..

There/ were approximately 65 -~ 70 persons present at the meeting and

.+ Jae \Brown, Grand Wizard of Dixie Klans, Chattanooga, Tennessee,

spoke\ and complimented those present on their enthusiasm and size

of the group. However, no mention was made of the 5-14-61 incidents
at Anniston or Birmingham, Another visitor at the meeting also from
Chattanooga was the Grand Dragon of Tennessee. A description of this
individual is similar to an unidentified individual in a photograph

in the bus depéet Anniston, an individual who was carrying a chain in
his right haind. Attempts are being made to identify this individual[?

AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

Birmingham
News, believes thHat he can identify two persons he saw at the b7C
"Ifhays bus station on 5-14-61,

| Birmingham News, states that

Trailways bus ¢ =14-61 and that is

very close to identified a tall thin
white male who seemed To be directing took three b7C
pictures of the mob beating reportei and the tall thiu
man directed some of the men to demand the film of him, ||

werox. 7%
A 71 year old Negro, ﬂohnnie yers who was struck about the
face and eyes while standing on the streéet a block or two from the
Trailways bus station. identifjed a photograph which appeared in the

Birmingham News as !
[} d b7c

a

PY:
the Trailways Bus Terminal, both advised that' nd police officers |,
arrived until about 4:25 or 4:30 p.m. when the mob action had cease_.
Neither could identify any members of the mob.‘[(

” ég;ﬂ %; -4 -
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* UNITED STATES ( : &? gz;l“rm
Memora ._
to  : Mr. Parsons S A 3203 AR (CC Moy 18, 1961 /V
J Q‘/ 19 /\LL HRIIN "ATL_,“;: I CONTAINED 1. Sullivn
& mow . AL Roges) T UEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED b

o Cgo GRESS OF RACIAL F%ITJEL BY ’é’ |
SUBJECT: NGR.
"FREEDOM RIDE 1961" JN? éﬂfbﬁﬁm
 RACIAL MATTERS; DESTRUCTION OF
AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES

\ P The Director has inquired concerning a school operated by the
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) in Miami which teaches delegates the
technique of creating situations similar to those presently going on in Alabama.
The Director desired to know if the Bureau had any kno\vxedge co ernmg
this school. [/{

The school, known as CQRE'S Interracial{Action Institute,
was established in Miami j st, 19 Classes were conducted at the
Sir John Hotel, 276 Northwest Sixth Street, Miami. The school was
¢ . established as a leadership school to train young Negroes who would return
to their own communities to teach the tactics of fighting segregation. The
curriculum consisted of teaching the students how to conduct sit-in
demonstrations and actual practice was conducted in having them control their
reflexes and to take abuse without any retaliatory action. Approximately
[thirty students attended this Institute which lasted for three weeks. Some
white students also attended the Institute. [

One€ pf the Miami Chapter of the CORE
is quoted as predicting that sit-ins would be staged during the session of the
Institute. Sit-ins were conducted and various students from the Institpte -
were jailed when the sit-in demonstrations were attempted in Miami,

This information was furnished to the Department and interested
intelligence agencies by memorandum 8/19/60. L{

1 - Mr. Mohr Lf' \/

1 - Mr. DeLoach

1 - Mr. Evans {%_, (‘/ |
(9) o \9&,0-15 |
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‘ The Gréyhotind "’ - nembess of
the fongress of Racial Bquality (CORE), while

- proceeding from Atlanta, Ga,, 1o Birmingham,

- Alabama, 5/14/61, was halted by a group of

- men at Anniston, Alabama, and burned,
A Trailways bus containing other members of

* (ORE arrived at Birmingham, 5/14/61, and
uembers of CORE were severely beaten at the

~ bus station,

" Birmingham and Anniston police authoritie

., had been fully apprised of .anticipated vio-
lence prior to the arrival of the ahove buses,
The requested investigation is a lreadx being
vigorously pursued by the Bureauc
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With reference to the activities of the Freedom Riders, SAC
Bromwell of the New Orleans Office has advised that John Sgjgerithaler, Special
Assistant to the Attorney General, had contacted the New Orleans Office.

Mr. Séigenthaler furnished the identities of the fourteen members of Congress
of Racial Equality (CORE) who flew to New Orleans last night from Birmingham,
Alabama. He identified these individuals as follows: M

: = / White Colored

b7C

Mr, Saigerthaler further advised that three representatives from the press
also accompanied the above individuals on the flight to New Orleans. L(

SAC Bromwell stated that Mr. Séigemthaler advised that he had
proceeded to Birmingham on the specific instructions of the Attorney General
because the Attorney General felt that additional violence in Birmingham was likely
and that the presence of his personal representatige on the scene might deter
further violence. Séigerthaler plans to remain in New Orleans until members of the
CORE group leave the city. He is presently staying in Room 609 of the Jung Hote]l/

SAC Bromwell advised that Agents of the New Orleans Office are
interviewing those individuals who were aboard the Trailways bus in the Freedom[{
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Memorandum for Mr. Rosen

Ride 1961 and who were not previously interviewed by the Birmingham Office.
These individuals include M

b7C

A press conference by members of CORE was to be held today at
St. Michael's Dormitory, Xavier University; New Orleans. The large open
meeting by CORE is still scheduled to be held Wednesday night at the new Zion
Baptist Church in New Orleans. No demonstrations by members of the CORE
group are planned in New Orleans at this time. l,l

According to SAC Bromwell Mr. Séigenthaler advised that
Negro, a member of the CORE group participating in the Freedom
Ride 1961, had been scheduled to fly with other members of the group to
New Orleans on the evening of 5/15/61. [ |became ill at the airport 1,7¢
awaiting passage on the plane, however, and consequently remained in
Birmingham where he is temporarily staying at the residence o
| | Birmingham Negro leader.

ADDENDUM: (JGK:ers 5/16/61)

ASAC Joseph Sylvester of the New Orleans Office advised that
United Press and Associated Press had contacted the New Orleans Office and \
stated that members of CORE had issued a statement to the press indicating .
that the FBI was conducting investigation into the incidents of violence in Alabama

and members of CORE being interviewed.by Bureau agents. ASAC Sylvester stated |

that any inquiries from the press in this connection would be answered by stating
that certain inquiries were being conducted by the FBI to determine if a Federal
violation had occurred in connection with the incidents in the State-of Alabama.
ASAC was referred to Mr. Kemper in Mr. DeLoach's office who approved this
procedure in answering press inquiries concerning the matter, L(
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TODAY, '"tAY Ta, ALAIAMA 03 DEFIED THE SUPREME COURT 1IN THZ
INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMIISSION, AMNDY STRVED NOTICE THAT MEARQO

INTERSTATE U8 PASSIIIRS mhyY &0OT TRAVEL NITH JIRNITY It PARTY
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OF OUR COUNTRY EXCESLT AT RISK OF LIFE AND LiM3. ALA3AMA LAW
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ENFORCEMENT. OFF ICIALS STOOD LY 3Y 4HILE 103 OVER RULED THE  |G:¥.

LAW OF THE LAMD A QESSICATS) THE FACE OF OUR NATIOM 3CFORE
THE WORLD.

TODAY, A SREYHOUMD 3115 TRAVELING FROM ATLANTA TO 31RMINSH
WAS AMBUSHE ) OUTSIUE OF ANNISTON ALABAMA 3Y FIFTY WHITE VEM,
ITS TIRES SLASHED, +INDOWS SMASHE., TEAR AAS HURLED INS{OE,
AMD THE 13US FINALLY 36T AFIRE AND AUTTED 3Y FLAMES, AMOMG THE
PASSENGERS HERE SEVE( FRIFEI0M PVERS, NEARO AND WHITE,  TRAVELIM
INTERSTATE TO THE SOUTH JNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE CONGRESS
OF RACIAL EWALITY, NON=VIOLIZHTLY SEEKINR UNSERRAGATED USE
OF ALL FACILITIES CONNECTED #1TH - INTERSTATE 3US TRAVEL IMN ACCOR
J1TH THE 30YMTON CASE JECISION OF THE SUPREME COURT. ALL SEVEN
FRECDOM RIDEAS RENUIRED HOSPITALIZATION.

ONE aQUR LATER, 5Lviir OTHER INTERSTATE FREEJO RIDfRSk.
BEATEN 3Y £I15HT HOODLUMS 1S 10E THE 3US AFTER NEF
FAILED 70 HOVE TO REAR SEATS JHEM ORODERED TO 00 30 Y TH ‘;&s

ORIVER It} VIOLATION OF THE 1946 SJIPREE COUAT DECISION T
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\aql‘ga&\ 1 wish to refer to your memoranda of May 15 and 16,

Civil Rights DPivision
144-1-554

SUmehC%ongress of Racial Equality

216

1961, relating to this subject and to my discussions w1th
Mr., Rosen concerning it, I understand that an investiga-}
tion is under way and the purpose of this memorandum is
to advise you of the nature and extent of this Division's
interest in the matter.

In view of the racial characteristic of the incidents %1
involved, this Division will assume jurisdiction over all
possible violations of federal law growing out of the acts
of those persons who impeded the members of the CORE delega~
tion in the pursuit of their right to travel in interstate
commerce, including the violation of 18 U,8,C, 33 involved
in the destruction of the Greyhound bus at Anniston,
Alabama, I also desire to have both the destruction of
the Greyhound bus, above referred to, and the incident
involving the fight on May 14 in the Trailways Bus Station
at Birmingham, Alabama, completely investigated for possible
violations of 18 U,S.C.; %@4l; and-342, PJSuch investigation
should explore the possibility that 1aw enforcement-officers
either participated in the acts of violence at Anniston and
Birmingham or, although awarebof the imminence or actuality
of the unlawful acts of thk"mobs calgulated to deprive the
CORE members of their right to travel freely in interstate
commerce, failed or refused to take prompt and effective
action. within their power to protect the victims in the
free ékerc1se and enjoyment of such right, )

i

I am also attaching a co ; legram addressed 7.
to the Attorney General by )
of CORE,.,, As you will note, [aITeges that Negro

dg passenge¥s were ordered to move to rear seats by a bus
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Oﬁice Memofmdum - oximsp states wo. NW(/

drlver.ufThls incident, since it appears to have been an . o

\ %“\ 1ntﬁgra§part of the activities of the groups seeking to b7C ” ‘
N\ o ipPede the CORE members in their journey, should also be Ku_ﬂﬁjf'a
» iv ficluded in the investigation, ;\‘ SO0 = 2R G:LJ\ﬂ’f ; 2
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This Division intends to file criminal informations
promptly and to proceed at once to trial in the event your
investigation establishes any violation of federal law
and the identity of any of the violators,

The prompt cooperation I have received in this matter
and the expeditious institution of the investigation are

;

deeply appreciated,
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