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in Montgomery, Alabama. He was subpoenaed to appear at the *
injunction hearing at Montgomery, Alabamsz, on May 29, 1961,
He completed his testimony and was discharged from his
subpoena the same date. ! teati-ony concerned
ho is 0 have been one of the

NStigators o e violence 'hich occurred at the bus station ¢
in»lontgonery on May 20, 1961, [ |has stated that as

s he& vas‘teturning home fro- work at approximately 1:00 a.m.,
T May, 31,71961, he was cursed by an unidentified driver of

e |, gy

" an autospbile which carried two men. Approximately 30 minutas -

COMM.FB!

MAIED €0

-"Wn_indefinite period, The letter o states that the freedo

'--(15) " O S

7. later, iye allegedly received an anonymous threatening telepho-o
w.cali at,his home and his son received another mponymous call
nat:ipprogimntely 2:30 a.m. |[

—— b7C

(o considered the telephone calls to be in the R
“natute of a prank and sald that he is not concerned abhout them, .-
Neither the anonymous callers nor the driver of the automobile
who cursed made any reference to his having testified;
however, at the request of Assistant U, S. Attorney Ira DeMent,

we are conducting a preliminary inquiry t e whether
these inhidqgts have any conmection with |testimony.¢4

R It should be hat the Post Office Department b7C
has informed us that if wag in a posjtien tg observe
any of the activity on May 20, 1961, as he testified, then
he was not properly pertcrning his duties which woudd have
required his presence elsewhere, The Post n& ice is checking
into this, ;;j,(

e

has received a letter signed . Por the Cb7C
 Freedom Riders.” This leite ing June },

/ 1961, the freedom riders Who are in jsil will fast for am
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; mﬂt{orney General

riders approciate the courtesy exhibited by the sheriff sad
that the fast is not intended as: & protest against any
person but is intended to rc-gni the freedom rideru of’ thoir
"task of reconciliatioms.” Y[

advised that 28 o! the male freedom

riders refused breakfast on June 1, 1961, but that 7 women
freedom riders all ate breakfast amd he ‘eliovod that the
women may have been unaware of the fast. It has Also been
reported that the freedom riders have said that they are not
protesting the quality of the food served them in jail, but
that their fast is motivated by a desire to 1lpreau the
Attorney Genersal with the deplorlble situation vhich exists
in the South. [/

éa freedomn rider who was
allegedly mistreated at the Hinds County Penal Farm on May 39,
1961, has bean released upon payment of her fine and has
proceeded to New Orleans, Louisisna, ([

on June 1, 1961, freedom ridorl assembled in
Montgomery, Alabama, having come from Nashville, Tennessee,
and Atlanta, @Georgia, without iancident, They did not test
the facilities upon their arrival in Nontgomery but they
passed through the bus station unobtrusively and unnoticed.
They plan to proceed to Jackson, Mississippi, on June 2, 1961,
One group of four Negroes and three whites intends to depart
from Momtgomery at 7:00 a.m., Central Standard Time, and
a similar group intends to leave at 11:30 a.m., Central
Standard Time, Both groups will travel by Trailways bus, (s

The freedom riders intead to test the facilities
at the Jackson bus station when theyarrive in that city and
have also indicated an intention to: test the facilities in
Montgomery prior to their departure.t(

Reveread Wyatt T. Walker, Executive niroctor of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, advised om June 1,
1961, that he is heading a committee which is being ontnblishod
to coordinate freedom rides througheut the South, He will be
in charge of all publicity but will make no press releases at
this time due to what he considers to be tiae instability of
law enforcement ln Alabana. LA




' The Attorney General

Reports have been received that freedom riders °'C
intend to depart from Richmond, Virginia, for Alabsma and
Migsissippi. who has beean described as the
organizer of the trips in Richmond, advised on June 3, 1961,
that a group of four or five freedom riders plan to leave
Richmond by Trailways bus on Jume 3, 1961, Further details

have not yet been worked out. He added that another group
may leave Richmond on June 8, 1961, L(

Reverend Fred L. Shuttlesworth was convicted at
Birmingham, Alabama, oa June 1, 1961, on two counts of inciting
a breach of the peace, He was nontoncod to serve 90 days
and was fined $800 on each of tgg two counts but was released

on $3000 bond. M b7C

[ |ATebama Enights, Knights of the Dm Klux Kiga, Inc,,
has reportedly stated that Robexrt Sheltoa, Imperial Wizard,
has documentary proof that the AFL-CI0 contributed $5,000
to the Congress of Racial Equality to assist in the troede-
rides,. b& b7C

Information has now been received that after the Wh1te
Youth for Begregation rally which was held near Moatgomery,
9, 1861, a group of seven persoans led by 2
went to a bar and grill in dowatown xbntgolcry. -
s sald have indicated that he and his six companions
~were at Reveread Abernathy's church when a violent mob gathered
there on May 21, 1861, and that[ _____ Jtook tear gas bombs
to the chureh,

IJ and lffj allegedly
with | Eroup on Nay 29, s AR is reported

to have claimed to be the one who turamed over an sutomobile
in the vicinity of Reverend Abernathy's church. /{

We have also been info
who was in the bar and grill with sa 2 n7C
others had been paid for participating in reseiel violence at

Montgomery. The amount of $375 was mentioned and
allegedly complained that he had not received his IT;I“G.M

b7C



roporttdly said, "Well, they Dati

The conversation of this g y gave the i -
that| |had hired[ ] and

Nontgomery bus station oa Nay 20, 1”1, and that " Ihad
received a lartq gnenn,t of money for uklu such umnzmntl .L{

!‘urthcr pert!nent dwolbplonts 1111 be pre.ptly
brought to the atiention of the Department. ((
1 - Mr, Byron R. Vhite
Deputy Attormey General

1 - Assistant At‘tm*ntymﬁenonl‘
Burke Mhuu

1 = Assistant Att«nﬁy Genoral




S3A Q03€pd/CAl

bk 8. STONER J
& 296 R4/,

Alabama, on
"Freedom Riders.” It wa
he was in the compuny of

May 25, 1961

b7C

. an extreme anti-Lemitic cad zati-
Negro individual and uctive in racial matters im the 4outh,
was auegeélﬁawen at the Trailways Bus btatiom, Lirmingham,
y 14, 1961, when violence occurred against the
£F g | .

tine
f the

Nutional States Rights ¢ Tty (NSK), which 1s a prosegregation

is sartially crippled.

Mazi Germany., In the Fall of

txecutive Order 10450, In Deceuber, 1943

want my chi ¢ be white Gentileo,

Filizinos or what huve you. 1 believe In w
social, political and econouic.
pigzers ersemslly but oaly u5 a race," [

and othel
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Parsons ________
Moht
Belmont _________ iﬁ beptemr
C““"“"*—*IW—‘_WIMI Agents of this Buresu. He stoted he 3
C mnessee, Klavern of the KKK in 19
lie held this office until 1945 at which tine

of u misunderstanding with a Elon lcauer,

Zrouy,
was %mrxyo;l ___|in
- A5 a small child be was orphaned and raised by oo
aunt, Lec was a victiz of infantile paralysis and o a recult
while ~ttending high school during the

early 194)'s, he reportedly expressed sympathy for Hitler and
1 he 1942 Le comtacted mumerous
citizens in Chattanoogu, Tennes.ce, soliciting membership im

the ku Klux Klan (KKK}, an orp:anizatien designated under
when the question

e 4 hizn

was ashed g, "flow Jdid you happen to :
orgoitizert” v slleged to have replied, “vecause 1
n an against rocicl

Japs, Chinese,

e uality in any form - whether with niggers
\ fiite SUprency -
I baven't saything apsinst

activities in connection with the L
; meions with which he s affilisted hove Leen
closely followed, He is spparently surveillamce conscious
wnd has threastened to shoot any IBI Agent surveilliny hifs,
Hi: snti-Semitic and unti-Negro activitie. huve occurred in
Georgin, Alabesma, Florida, Tennessee, North Corolina, Virzinis,

In connection with 2n imvestigation of the W&
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B7C

1t was reported that

—

1 X “
on the ticket

On September 5, 19
wvas the originator and

it

that
of the Christlian Amti-Jewish Party. L4

Un Gctober 13, 1953 was 2zain interviewed b7C
and sdvised that he had been harasscd by the FBI and the Atlamta
Police bepa over a period of tiwe. During the
interview attacked the Jewish people and expressed the
opinion tlz s beiny interviewcd only because Sﬂ had been

pamed by the Anti-Defamation Leiﬁue as a suspect im recent
bowbings in the South. He denied any counection with these

bombings.

The October 2, 1939, isswe of the "Chroaicle,” a
Jacksenville, Florids, weekly newspaper, carried an article
captioned "Want Crommelin For I'resident.,” This article
announced that the NSRP, an extreme right-wing organizatioen
founded in 1957, would sponser & public rally in Jacksonville
on Uctover 11, [959. The article went on to state that the
parnose of the meeting, according to Atlaota Attormey J. i,
sioner, legal adviser to the NSRP, would be to stop race mixing
in Florida., The article comtinued that Stoner was reported to
have stated that an effort would be made to get the party on
the national ballot in 1960, ond elect Admiral John C. Crommelis
of Alsbuma, a segregationist, to the ¢ffice of Fresident of the
Unfted tates. |

b7C

has repeatedly expresse.! hils extreme dislike
for the 15T a ts Director and hus made many vitriolic
statements to this effect.||

B7C

‘ sSureau files reveal that
sati-temitic segregationist, wns the Feciplemt quring Acich,
1960, of much prepagamds during his conflpement at the b vidson
Countg Workhouse, Rashville, Tennessee., Among the matericl
sent nim was a publication entitled, "The XKlam Bulletin,” a
publicetion of the Christian Knights of the KKk, whoue editor
was shown as Stoner, This publication contained amti-senitic
and anti-integration material. U




b7C

b7C

On September 7, 1960, an Inforuant sdvised that a
rally of the KKK was held on Se: er o, 19 at the race
track in Demville, ‘Vir{zinia. wao tntroduced at the
rally as the lmperial Wizard, Thristien Emights of the DA,
His talk on that evening concerned the Negro situation and
the desire of the Klan to preserve segregation, He advocated
econogic ﬁf&ﬁ&ﬂrﬁ be applied to Negrees and force them to
We nﬂn *

b7cC

tn February 16, 1961 wos observed at a
neeting in Atlanta, Georgic, o orgians Unwilling
to surrender’ handing out copies of the February, 1961, issue
of "The Thunderbolt,” organ of the ﬁ%RP.[/{(157-97; 105-55211)

NOTE: Attachment to letter to Attorney General captioned
"Congress of Racial Equality; Freedom Ride, 1961;
Racial Matters; Destruction of Aircraft and Motor
Vehicles; Civil Rights," dated May 23, 1961.




Pric Tttoraey wemeral

Mr, Parsoas
Mr. Rosen

Mr, CA Evans
lir, McGowan
Mr, Bland

Mr, Williams
Name Check Section

sivector, Ful

Cﬁ‘«Gi&u&u QF MIAL “‘?I!ALIT‘{
FREEDGM 1961

RACIAL MATTERS; DLSTRUCTIUN

OF AIRCRAFT AND MOTuX ViIICLL 5,
CIVIL RIGHTS

P i ol e o et
| A U N R S B |

For ¥our iaformation, there are attached :euoranda
sunisariziag informatioa in the files of this Burean coaceralag
four iadividnals who have beeu receatly active in comnection

with tkg " rn'lom Riders. [ %

5
[
&n
b
|
-4
T
13
B
-y
o,
e
=
E
-
m’
"
"'?
%
®)

i 2,
Revere 9% U, AGernathy af€ active 1eaJuers of t
iaterr nisy element while the fourth iudividual,

is aglabid segregativaist. u s

N tnclosures ( \ =
b ‘ ‘ yé S
R 1 - Mr, 3yren R, White ) j 3.
Qﬁf deputy Attoraey General (Enclosures - 4) T
:\_\‘;f' 1 - Assistant Attoraey General 5 =
::*i N Burke arshall (Enclosures - 4) |
| ~

r\)\\ Q | MAILED 2

U gy 541961

Q P\\;\ HOTE: cOWWER_ado lir, Scatterday to Mr, Rosen dated 5-23-61
NN captioned "LESTER B, SULLIVAN; JESSE B, STOIER;

g . MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. ; RALPH D. ABERNATLY; FRED LEE

: SHUTTLESWORTH, " DRR:£jb
Sy

»./ L DRR f ad H'\

[ (12) l r 'pz*pn‘ﬂ"mr ~3Y ‘ B

Tolson’ cmsﬁi & gi

Parsons A

Mohr

Belmont

Callahan @ : @ f-w \
i W g »;f

Evans o :‘}O\-' SA 903
Rosen - - A
$::§LE_?E " > ﬁm /ée d%
W.C. Sullivan X :—V . . a AT L A

e Ry @% + &QJ "9.1‘3 H

EEIUN TR 11 o DG




b7C

cONFIpEUTIAL ©

was interviewed on September 27, 1960,
by Agents ngham 0ffice in regard to an Election
Laws - Civil Rights matter in which he was the complainant.
He was a complainant in this case and had alleged that prospective
voters had been closely questioned concerning illegitimacy and
their marriages, He had brought this to the attention of the
Attorney General by letter dated August 11, 1960, and this
investigation led to the Department's present query of voting
records inrlgtfgxann_cgn?ty, Alabama. At th

which he stated was

a group enﬁaged In Fighting for all phases of civil rights, At
that time he also admitted that he had been convicted of illegal
distilling when he was eighteen years of age, Y

The "Washington Evening Star," dated October 28, 1958,
states that the Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights was
organized after the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People was barred from operating in Alabama{& (44-1124-A)-

has obtained a great deal of »/°
publicity In his antisegregation activities and has utilized

his arrests to keep the raclal problem before the public. In

one instance he and a group of thirteen Negroes were arrested

on October 20, 1958, and charged with disorderly condustuhan

they refused to move to the rear-of a Birminggam.bus.
was fined $100 and drew a ninety-day term. is case, besides
being wicely publicized, moved from one court to another on

appeal and as of March 2, 1961, the Alabama Sugreme Court refused
to hear the "bus mixing" case. (44-11124-174) [ A

Among the organizations in which| has bean
prominent, is the Southern Conference Educationa fid, ﬁncorporate@ﬂ
(SCEF), with which h |1iated for a number of years, -
As of February, 1960 was on the Board of Directors -
of the SCEF, the SCEF was e K known as the Southern o
Conference for Human Welfare, which was cited by House Committe

on Un-American Activities as a communist front organization.
He has also been affiliated with the Southern Christian

iade'rship Conference, of which he was the secretary in 1960, 1..%*
n [ A §

June, 1960, a confldential source who has furnished reliab




‘;%rornatian in the past advised that the Southern Christian
eadership Conference was in a combined appeal with the

Committee to Defend Martin Luther Kiﬁg Jr., and the Struggle
for Freedom in the Southband ualic,tq&;funés from the Soviet
Embassy, the Czechoslov  Embassy, and the Rumanian
Legation, all in Washington, D. C. "According to the source
these organizations appealed for fimancial assistamce for the
defense of those who are daily risking their careers and

facigg gall terms and death ig, their struggle to make the
Unit tates truly demcrntigwmo-‘i% 7-1) W

In March, 1960 was arrested

by police in Birmingham, Alacbama, on a charge of furnishing a
epor; concerning an attempted castration of one!
o 24

b7C

n 50 , is information had al
ed by to our Birmingham Office, In this
regard, 1t was ascertained that| was

charged with vagrancy and of giving a false report the
ce, ipasmuch as the true name oi was
;rﬂ_zhn_afnre-ncntioned mutilation had actually

, wife and a civil rights violation
was not involved, L&

At the present time, this i dis °°
under Bureau f{nvestigation in view of arrest
under the ehar§e of vagrancy which was Iater chang o a charge
of giving a false report to the police. U

There is e million

dollars involving
jn a cIvil rights case.
complained on August 17, 1960, that his
w arrested by officers of the Gadnécn. Alabama,

Police Departwent, on August 16, 1960, removed from a wreyhound
bus going from Chattanooga, Tennessee, to Birmingham, Alabama,
and egt overnight in the Gadsden city jail, We conducted a
preliminary 1nv¢s§:§ation in this matter, The afore-mentioned

b7C

civil suit was f1 by t the Southeastern
Greyhouse Lines b U (44-16274)

B7C
|was in close contact and apgarently as
advisor for Freedom Riders, who were around Birmingham, Alabama,
on May 17, 1961. [( -

conrENTIAN




May 22, 1961

b7C

kas investigated by the Bureau as an FBI

National Academy applicant in June, 1954, This investigation ©7C
devel od (o orv _information oncerning him A that
tin State

D, of Alabama, KHe attended the 54th Session of the Nationa
"~ Academy which ended on November 19, 1954, Sullivan was

described by the counsellors of this class as a quiet-mannered
individual who possessed a pleasant disposition and good
personality. He was very cooperative and of average intelli-
gence, appearance and dress, His attitude toward the Bureau
was described as being very good and his comments regarding
the value of the training course and caliber of instructions
were very complimentary, u

Our files reveal that subsequent to his attendance
at the Academ¥ he has been contacted by Bureau Agents in
Montgomery, Alabama, on numerous occasions and _has alwax
cooperative and friendlv At the en ime
the position of
Alabama. U

In January

1960, a Bureau Agent contacted
and advised him of the identity of a number of persofiS WNU maq
been identified as former or current active members of the U.S.
Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc.,[:::::jof Alabama, who
were members of the Montgomery Police Reserve, His reaction was
described as either mild surprise or embarrassment(nf:i:if]

ent and he asked specifically concerning one
who on the following day was appointed Chief
0

€
ntgomery Police Reserve., With reference to although
our files did reveal that he had been a membeF oT tne Ku Klux

Klan he had not been active for a considerable period of time
in the Klan., b{

b7C

[::::;:::]explained also that the procedure with
reference to the Montgomery Police Reserve was that the
nominations were made from the floor of a meeting of that
group., He did not advise what action he contemplated with
reeard to the jndividuals involved, Another individual,
of the Montgomery Police, in discussing
TNIS matter wifh the Senior Resident Agent advised that he was L(

2/1€193  9goakdbime (991,%29)
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b7C

certain that the appointment of various Klan members was not

the result of sympathy on the part of For the ideals
and objectives of the Klan, but if it was In any way cqnsc;ous§§
done by it was in payment of a political obligation.

p

In December, 1960, an article appeared in the
"Montgomery Advertiser," Montgomery, Alabama, indicating that
Commissioner Sullivan was being harassed because of his strict
enforcement of no violence edict in connection with racial
matters, He stated to the newspapers, "I don't know whether
extremist groups are responsible or whether the actions are
politically inspired, but regardless of the source, I have a
sworn obligation to uphold the law and this I intend to do."
The article continued by stating that Sullivan had been plagued
W%th threatening and profane telephone calls and other annoyances.L{
(1-7120)

On April 4, 1960, a confidential informant, who has
furnished reliable information in the past, advised that at a
recent meeting of the Federated Ku Klux Klans, Inc., in Mobile, ®7c
Alabana, one[g | stated that he had discussed the
tense racial situation existing in Montgomery, Alabama, in the
latter part of February and early March, 19 i ontgomery

|and that had told

him that the police would be able to keep "the Negroes" from
marching to the grounds of the Alabama State Capitol at
Montgomery on March 6, 1960. [ kaid that he asked |
what he would do if the police were unable to keep ﬁhﬁ.NﬁEIQﬂﬁ
from marching to the State Capitol. He stated that

told him, "Then we'll turn them over to you all," meaning the
Klan, [,[(15-7-166-8) |

On May 11, 1960, the Department requested investigation
in a case involving a Negro woman, Christine Stovall, who
according to newspaper accounts had been the victim of violence
by white males during a Negro student demonstration in Montgomery,
Alabama. The newspaper accounts described the attack as vicious
and that the police of Montgomery had stood by and took no
action when the woman was struck down with a heavy club.
Specifically, the Department requested that we interview the
City Editor of the "Alabama Journal® and another staff writer
of the "Birmingham News" for specifics. These interviews were
conducted and substantiated the newspaper articles, The victir
was interviewed in New York where she resides and advised thatl[

-9 -




b7C

AN

she was in Montgomery, Alabama, for the purpose of visiting her
sister. She denied that she took part in any of the student
demonstrations., She stated that she made no complaint to the
olice regarding the incident and saw no police at the scene.
he declined to furnish any further details or information
concerning this matter,*|(44-15825)

The January 19, 1961, issue of the "Mobile Register™
reported that Circuit Judge Walter B. Jones at Montgomery,
Alabama, ruled that four Alabama Negro ministers forfeited their
chance for a new trial when they failed to join "The New York
Times™ newspaper in a request for a continuance in argurents on
a pending new trial. New trial arguments in the suit by Police
Commissioner L. B. Sullivan against "The New York Times" and

the four ministershad been scheduled for the past week but at
the request of the "Times'" attorneys a postponement was granted
until March 3, 1961, Sullivan's suit had claimed that an
advertisement in "The New York Times" ridiculed him and Sullivan
was awarded a $500,000 libel judgment in the State Court at
Montgomery, Alabama. Other articles appearing in newspapers
throughout the country revealed that the Governor of Alabama

had sued the "Times" for a million dellars arising out of an
advertisement appearing in the "Times"® which was said to be
libel against the Governor and other individuals connected

with the Police Department in Montgomery, Alabama.[/(62—302l8)

Sullivan was quoted in the "Alabama Journal®™ of

May 20, 1961, as stating in reply to an inquiry as to why there
had been no special detail at the bus depot when the bus

containing the "Freedom Riders" arrived, "We had no requests."

He was questioned as to any knowledge he may have had that the

bus was en route to Montgomery and was guoted as stating,

"We have been on stand-by all week. We've had all these rumors.?[(

The "Washington Post and Times Herald" of May 21, 1961,
carried numerous articles on the current mob attack by white men
on the mixed group of "Freedom Riders" at Montgomery, Alabama.
Mr, John Seigenthaler, am Administrative Assistant to the
Attorney General, was mercilessly beaten and his unconscious
body was not found until the crowd cleared. A reporter asked
Police Commissioner L. B. Sullivan why an ambulance was not
called for lr, Seigenthaler and James Zwerg, who was the only
white youth among the "Freedom Riders." Sullivan advised

"every white ambulance in town reports their vehicles have
broken down," 6(

-3 -
* denied police observed the incident.




-\

.. - .

b7C
b7C
On September 5. 1952, it was reported that| |
was the originator and |
Partywhich was first formed in 1945 11 was also reported
that on the ticket
of the CAristian ANtI-JCwISn FParty. w b7

On October 13, 1958 vas again interviewed
and advised that he had been harassed by the FBI and the Atlanta
Police Department over a long period of time., He said that the
Director in his book "Masters of Deceit" had "bac " before
the Anti-Defamation League. During the interview Ittacked
the Jewish people and expressed the opinion that hie was being
interviewed only because he had been named by the Anti-Defamation

League as a suspect in recent bombings in the South. He denied
any connection with these bombings.,

The October 2, 1959, issue of the "Chronicle," a
Jacksonville, Florida, weekly newspaper, carried an article
captioned "Want Crommelin For President." This article |
announced that the NSRP, an extreme right-wing organization
founded in 1957, would sponsor a public rally in Jacksonville
on October 11, 1959, The article went on to state that the
purpose of the meeting, according to Atlanta Attorney J. B,
Stoner, legal adviser to the NSRP, would be to stop race mixing
in Florida, The article continued that Stoner was reported to
have stated that an effort would be made to get the party on
the national ballot in 1960 and elect Admiral John C, Crommelin
of Alabama, a segregationist, to the Office of President of the
United States.

. An informant, who has furnished reliabl; information b»7C
in the past —advised | of | on
the night of _Wﬂtj;;;;;:;;aua ed i1s biggest PP

ambition was TO nmave the Direcior r ‘om his office and

to have the FBI abolished. He said he would do anything he could

to accomplish his desire declaring that the American people do

not realize how dangerous the Director is. With respect to a

£ ing issue of "The Thunderbolt," organ of the NSRP,

eclared that "they®™ ("they" apparently refers to the

\ I) are trying to get the article which relates to allege
homosexual tendencies on the part of the Director.
stated that they have to watch the stuff they print pecaus
if they print it in full stating all of the facts, it would do
more harm than good, did not explain this further 64

A A
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b7C

except to state that byprinting certain items which have a_
bearing upon this they would be able to read between the lines
and infer from the article that the Director has such tendenc1es.[{

Additional information in Bureau files reveals that
at a NSRP convention held in Warren County, Ohio, in March, 1960,
Stoner in a speech referred to the Director as "the biggest
fraud ever perpetrated on the American people, He's a criminal
and I'1l not only say it here, I'll say it anywhere else, I'll
put it im writing and spread it all over the country and I'l1
stand by it." Regarding the Bureau, he said in part, "I don't
want to take up too much time on the FBI and I hate to have to
waste a single word about them, They're no good and if it
weren't for theif gangsters, we would not have any integration

in the South." b7C

Bureau files reveal that
anti-Semitic segregationist, was the recipient during March,
1960, of much propaganda during his confinement at the Davidson
County Workhouse, Nashville, Tennessee. Among the material
sent him was a publication entitled, "The Klan Bulletin," a
publication of the Christian Knights of the KKK, whose editor
was shown as Stoner. This publication contained anti-Semitic
and anti-integration material.,

b7C

On| | an informant advised that a
rally of the KKK was held on| at the race

quced at the
rally as the Imperial Wizard, Christian Knights of the KKX.

{is talk on that evening concerned the Negro situation and
the desire of the Klan to preserve segregation, He advocated

economic pressure be applied to Negroes and force them to b7C
move North,

On September 7, 1960, appeared at the Knoxville
Office of the Bureau and complained that he was being harassed
and followed by FBI Agents. He stated that Agents were inter-
Tfering with his "political activity.," He became high abusive
of the F3BI and all FBI personnel, He referred to the FBI
personnel as dirty crooks, became incoherent in his remarks
and appeared to be in a highly emotional state bordering on
the hysterical., He departed from the Bureau's office repeating
abusive language, L(




b7C

The NSRP during November 26-27, 1960, held a
convention in Chattanooga, Tennessee where hs keynoter
led off with a vitriolic attack on the Director and the FBI,

T3
LS

On November 4, 1960 [::::::]appeared at a States
Rights rally at England Arkansas where he made a speech
in which he criticized the FBI as a1d1ng communists and
integration,

b7C

On February 17, 1961, was observed at a
meeting in Atlanta, Georgla of -ome—oe rgians Unwilling
to Surrender" hand1ng out cop1es of the February, 1961, issue
of "The Thunderbolt.® (157-97; 105- 55211)&4




paTe: May 22, 1961

W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
Ingram
Gandy
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b7C

t

1nvest1gat10n in J924. Has‘Béen‘leendly and cooperative with the
A=3ureau subsequent thereto., Although Bureau pointed out number of
Qgilnd1v1duals who were members of the Momtgomery Po ve as
actlve or past members of the Ku Klux Klan (KKK), not
d to have any sympathy for ideals or obJectlves of Klan,
é% has been subject of harassment by reason of his strict
entorcement of no-violence edict in connection with racial matte:i\\\

p7C

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN. IS_UNCLASSIFIEL

[reoe
=
(==

b7C

reporter asked

5]
Rp7c With Copy

Party (NSRP). NSRP,

/0 1 - Mr, Parsons
1 - Mr. McGowan

3

o 2 Pursuant to the Director

;g;/- hdve been reviewed concerning the captioned i d1v1duals. There N
dte atfdthed detailed summary memoranda cencerning egch of the flve

470 Lng}v1dgals. Briefly, our files show the f0110w1n"

. One informant advised of conversation by a member of the
KKK w1th[::::;:::]who purportedly stated if police were unable tb

keep Negroes from marching at the State Capitol he would “turn ther
of| over to you all," meaning the Klan. Bureau investigated civil ri
case when newspaper Sstate ry Police were present at the
striking of Negro woman, denied police observed the
incident. Victim did no prosecute and saw no police.é?

On 5-20-61-in reply to inquiry as to why there had been
no special detail at bus depot to meet. "Freedom Riders,"
said "We had no requests." Yesterday's news accounts of : «
violence in Montﬁomerf indicate Department official beaten and

. "Ever white ambulance 1n town reports their vehicles ﬁave broken
down, ™ l,(sewf det @dqad

&/ s 1:: “"}r’
== {é{ REC80 *‘f{gg ?f

Negro and_anti-Semitic and most active in the National States Rights

EZ)J l b7C ;l a S a—y%ar old Atlanta attorneyﬂ1s extremely anti-

a prosegregation group, was. founded\ n 1957.

- JWB:WFW : GHM : WHJ : FK : £}

QO

'\ - q
DECLASSIFICATION. .} f S N
Hg Tequest 1, Bureau files N
]

w

W
b7C

ded National cademy following no derogatorg
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why an ambulance was not called. He sta

&7

/

1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Name Check Secthiqr

ﬁ? JUN 2 1961
- Brown ; '
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Memorandum to Mr, Rosen
RE: LESTER B. SULLIVAN, et al.

’%W WIAL b7C

[:::::]‘was allegedly at the Trailway Birmingham,
Alabama, on 5-14-61 in company with an officer
in the NSRP, when violence broke out with the "Freedom R1ders.%1

has not been the subject of investigation but
his activity im racial masters has been closely followed an
surveilled, He is reportefly surveillance conszlous and has

threatened to shdt any Agdnt who ,surveils him. §

?-[::::::ghas admitted mé%?%ﬁ?hip in tfe Ku Klux Klan and b7c
‘ has held the titles of Imperial Wyzard and Exalted Cyclops. In

connection with his KKK activity furnished propaganda
material relating to the KKK to Frederick Kasper, Jr., an anti-
Semitic segregationist, when Kasper was serving time in Nashville,
Tennessee, during 1960, b(

organ of the NSRP, has viciously attacked the Director
ersonally and the Bureau generally., He is extremely anti-FBI and
Eas stated the Director is the "biggest fraud perpetrated on the
American people.” ! claimed the FBI attempted to get an issue
T whic

of "The Thunderbol 1 Telated to alleged homosexual tendencies
on the part of the Director, \4

In numerous S?eeches and articles in "The Thunderbolt," P’C

b7C

In 1946, [::::;]ran for Congress in Tennessee on the
ticket of the Christian Anti-Jewish Party, an anti-Negro and -anti-
‘Jewish organization,

Martin Luther King, Jr,.

 a

1 Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., prominent integrationist
who led bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, and "sit-in demonstra-
tions,"™ has been associated with National Association for the

Advancement of Colored:People and Congress of Racial Equality. King
has not been investigated g et'B .;é / k d

g

. Bureau‘;?ies_reve ¢ King nked Socialist Workers Party
1 (cited by Attorney Genera or support of bus boycott; attended
meetings of Progressive Parsy (cited by Subcommittee of Senate
Judiciary Committee); and was honorary chairman of Young Socialist -
Feague campaign on behalf of victims of racist terror.ﬂ? :

_ King in 1950's mentioned as potential victim of assassin- \ \
I ation plot and Jin_ 1957 a nist Party trajni ool

seminar and reportedly gave closing speecr, ing President offy (A/

&
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The Attorney General Jhné 2, 1961

REG- 41 /o AN wfj;y/f //

éﬁ 105 Director. ¥BI

e
FREEDOM RIDE 1961
“HACYAL S

An interesting item which has been developed '
during the incarceration of freedom riders in Hinds eunaty
Jail, Mississippi, has come to our attention. {f

o7C

as

Dy onn of thc nale freedan o

riders, whom he did not identify, wrote to a relative 4 ng
in effect "I have been picking cotton in 95 degree weather
with a bovling ball on my 1 and sﬁrtgun at my back.( This

is some way to spend a vacation,"

o b7
| has advised that mo freedom ;;der

had been workimg outside while at the county farm, and S
all had been confined to cells during their inclrcerdgion.éf

One of the freedom riders referred to locgl
authorities in a letter meationing, "These crackort are
bending oger backwards to accommodate us. “\L

1= ii'i By:ﬁ,n BR. White
Deputy Attorney Geseral

7 Bk Rarshais ST ALL INFORMATION CQNTA!NED i
JEREN IS UNCLASSIEIED .
@ATEMB.

+ si

1 - MI'. MOhr
1 - Mr. DelLoach
l - Mr, Evans

| " MAILED 4 ‘Q
/ ! g"-l 1(-“31 |

falsg - - -8 5 . -FB{
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!)f}l.l)}l(‘h- A (14)
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C824UN 7196
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OFTIONAL(fOSM NO. 10 g ‘
UNITED STATES GOVERQENT _ >

Memorandum W;f::h =
e Evans
. alane
TO . Mr, Parsons /( 7 pate: May 29, 1961 %Zf:f
G/ i
7 4 "

—_—

//” FroM : A, Rogédl,
I

SUBJECT: FREE ‘- US ; g8 -/ |

Ugac, o o1 1152 , 2 / MWMWF

The D(rector has inquired concerning three items in memorandum

A, Rosen to Mr, Parsons dated 5/26/61. Item one pertains to a statement
that the Assistant U,8, Attorney, who is handling the burning of the Greyhound
bus at Anniston, Alabama, believed the arrests of four individuals may have
been premature. The Director desired to know why., ({
1 .

- It should be noted that the complaints were fjled and the four arrests
were made at the specific request of the Department.

[ with Assistant U, S, Attorney R, Macey Taylor. Taylor believed that the

arrests may have been premature in that if the matter had been presented to .
him on the evidence available, he probably would not have authorized prosecution,
He was aware that the investigation was continuing on the part of the Bure au and
said he would have preferred waiting for the completion of the inv_esl:isg,ation.&n

l SAC Jenkins had been discussing the prosecution of the four subjects

The other two items the Director inquired into were concerning the
additional Agent personnel sent into Mississippi and Montgomery, Alabama on
special assignment. The Director inquired as to the release of these men
to return to their own headquarters. ‘

L e
L

Mississippi and in Montgomery, Alabama, have returned to their respective

As of 5/29/61 all Agents who were on special assignment in
I ‘ offices.

1 - Mr, Mohr
1 - Mr. Belmont

1 - Mr. DeLoach M : ;
1 - Mr. Evans J %
H's Riwi s !NE

Lo w qum
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 : Tolson
Belmont

UNITED STATES GOVEJRVMENT 1 o ok —
- onrad : _

emoranavm : :

24" Malone
x"f;’ 3 ['n : ’ Rosen

@mf{ro :  Mr. Belmonfvzy foer paTte: dJune 2, 1961 Sullivan
4 ¥l h/ : B . Trotter

) A -~ ~ Tele. Room

7 ¥ Ingram
f\j‘ROM Gandy

suecr:  FREEBUS (C@’ 0 K 4= \

e

Mr. Rosen telephonically advised from Montgomery that the group
of freedom riders scheduled to depart at 7:00 A. M. this morning had
actually left by Trailways bus at 7:35 A, M. for Jackson, Mississippi.

He stated the delay was entirely one due to the running of the bus and not
as the result of any incident at the bus station, There were 7 freedom
riders on this bus, 4 Negroes and 3 whites. |/

The riders tested the facilities at the bus station in Montgomery
by purchasing magazines and newspapers and two of the women in the
group used the white rest room., There were approximately 5 individuals
who came. to the bus station to see the freedom riders off. There were
photographers at the bus terminal. Also present were Alabama State
Police, representatives of the Sheriff's Office, and Montgomery City
Police.

Mr. Rosen advised there was another bus scheduled to depart at
11:30 A. M. He advised that the Resident Agents at Jackson, Mississippi,
had been informed concerning the departure of the bus at 7: 35 A/ M, in ﬁ/
order that they might notify proper authorities in Jackson, (,(

1 - Mr, Mohr \/ @> jé E
1 - Mr. DeLoach

1 - Mr, Evans

. JRM:jh

() 12 JUN 5 1961.
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4.572 (Rev. 2-19-60) - &
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

UNITED STATES G
Memorarisme- -
: TO | - .The Director ‘ | DATE: M/?- L/ g.?i/ /75/ :

sl o _
(?}i) - FROM . N. P. Callahan
: o

SUBJECT: The Congressional Record /Ee:fffé’ba /{H(Q/‘DE /?’é /

: Page 7503, Semator Husphrey + {0} Minnesotn, & R Y
anm-iim with the present situstion in ﬁma* e stated ﬁﬁ ﬁ mnjortt ,}

Peader sud as T a2 suve, (e vast majerity of thae Amezican peapls do is
eommanding iae Atierney Guneral-wio is aviing 8 ihe ebist iwmmm

xémialﬂmm and, of courso, Is scting Inth of the Progidont of
« Usited itates--for bis a:mmhx%ag m:?& m:zm sroa m} naw fm ;i
fiicted with mammmm& - &
ks

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED g

HEREIN | UNCLASS!FIED E

|
3.0-96 SKR9303€00(Cal
| /ﬁ«a ALEE 54 . A9(,9a1

2 It RECORDED
vl e g M)Sf
\“m‘t T ——— 3

In the orlgmal of a memorqndum ccptloned and dated as above, the Congressional
Record for %ﬁ sz / was reviewed and pertinent items were

marked for the Director s attention’s is form has been prepared in order that ]
" portions of a copy of the original mefnorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed )
in appropriate Bureau case 6\subjéct matter files.

el




4-572 (Rev. 2-19-60) - .
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . ‘

UNITED STATES : T

Memorandum
TO : The Director DATE: /&//52\/ o) 3 /7 ()
DZZ') FROM N, P. Callahan @
SUBJECT: The Congressmncxl Record /“ ﬁz’/ ADos) H b /‘gf"/{k
/ L Eege B0GG.

|
'r

zuw tae recent happenings 1n Alabaois and civil rights. idr, Dalpern
Lishama s w Siate of tue United Ziates and in pot & part of ¢ wde of

ommanist Ching.  Owrs is 2 government of 1aws sad | therefore urge the

L residast to placs the fell powers of hin adinisiration bebing the spoedy
twmeilmwﬁchm spowsy the 7adersl Govermuent to take

prompt, comstitwtional action, 1 deal aifectively with any aad all thrests o tie.

il rizhu of the U, ¥, citizens anywhere in the Nation, -

Wm Ualpars, {4} Sew York, mﬁ I

NED
NFORMATION CONTA
ﬁ‘é\éta\& {\S UNCLA&?‘HED
DATE_{/2/4%
o) g &P
SRISE SSA9903R00 (e

&q'} O - 25K T -

NOT RECORDED
W2 JuN 6 196§

50JUN9 1961

In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional

Record for /\fl }\/ Y] L s / was reviewed and pertinent items were

marked for the Dlrector s)attentlon This form has been prepared in order that 0
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed -

in appropriate Bureau case or-subject matter files. -

-
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4-572 (Rev. 2-19-60)

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 .
A\
s N

UNITED STATES

Memorar .0

N

| 5 4 &7 2
TO : The Director DATE: /},}fél \/ t;{,, J/ //é?/

’l/ py FROM N. P. Callahan

O
SUBJECT: The Congressional Record /E’/?C g’:' DC) /’}7 (R; b &= %’f{;/

R R N AT PSSR A TR R T Y i s -

| Tage TWiT, Semator Kesiing, (%) Mew York, spoke conceraisg
40 violence 18 Sisbama, e siated "l commend 2ttorney Ue femuedy for|
“is bold responss to this wgly situation. No olher course was opon to him bwt

o

}o tarske wintever Fedoral asthority sxisted to cope Witk tois stivation. This |
kmmmum*mm. ?'muamumh i
the ¢ omatilution and {5 safsguard travel b interstats facilitiex, ~

anni0n CONTAINED
LL INFORMATIC! aS .

A
1 1S UNCLASSI
HERE‘%_BY W

DATE
N SF
'g!?, c,\<, ssnago3edd{el

831,34.9 |
160 - 2285802

ORDEp
102 Jon"g ’.e?r

T e,
Ve

In the origina‘l of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional
Record for /if ﬁ \J LQ ‘9‘ (7‘{0 was reviewed and pertinent items were
marked for the Difector’s/attentidn. This form has been prepared in order that

(1737~ J

,\)

,,
.

Original filed in: é

portions of a copy of the origina ﬁnemomndurﬂ/m}“ay be clipped, mounted, and placed
in appropriate Bureau case or %bj*ct}zér files:“ o o
E7.JUNG 1961 %




4-572 (Rev. 2-19-60) A ]
OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 f:! ,
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT '

Memorandum
TO :  The Director '  DparE: /M/slk/ 5‘?4 /7 &/
FROM N. P. Callahan R
o
| {,\’) ! - 7 !’?
Uf! suBjEcT:  The Congressional Record /Efé’ £ DoM /) xY /’Fﬁ/Qé/
Page 8591. Congressman Lindsay, (R) New York, spoke ‘
oncerning action taken by the Federal Government in sending Federal officers |

' into Alabama. Mr. Lindsay stated "I stand firmly in support of the action taken
by the Federal Government to meet this disgraceful situation. It is now doubly
. clear, however, that we must have new legislation arming the Attorney General
ﬁuth the legal tools necessary to initiate court actions where civil rights have

een violated. - - - There must be no doubt or equivocation, as there is now,
bout the authority of the Federal Government W1th respect to all constitutionall
protected rights. "

N CONTAWNED:
ALL \wamxo ;
119 UM cLAQS\gE o5

}££A9903EDD(CAL/
e
S re 22587 IS

NOT RECORDED
102 gun 7 vag1

In the original of a memorcndum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional
Record for A p} 7/ 7 / /f,, was reviewed and pertinent items were
marked for the rector s attention. This form has been prepared in order that
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed
in appropriate BuremﬁZse or subject matter files.
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‘June 5, 1961

Airtel

To: SAC, New York

s B,

From: Director, FBI @ v \/
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALIFY

"Freedom Riders" -~ Jackson, Miasissippi
CIVIL RIGHTS

‘biC

Rerep SA| | at New York dated 5/29/ 61.’%

Rerep sets forth slgned statement furnished b){
re incidents which occurred at Jackson, Mississippi, 5/24/61. L(

The last paragraph page six and the first line page seven rerep y
contain statement, "Also, at no time did I observe any person or persons. [{

It would appear that part of thls sentence was inadvertently
omitted in rerep. [{

New York should immediately advise whether such was the case,
and submit clarifying data. Expedite as dissemination rerep being held
in abeyance pending receipt of your reply k-

- JCKiers o ,\ﬁ NFORMAT\ N CONTAINED

JGK:ers l
HEREIN 1S UNCLASS! \FIED

D%TEW%%%@L

- | | K8, ?m |
MAILED 31 - @( /
. . 795 - A
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TO . Mr. Parsons§ f "é pate: June 1, 1961
e a-1a- 9 b SSA9303€DD[CLL £ S
‘/ FROM ! A.M—R:.?? A9l A%L INFORD V‘AT‘ON C\. 'TAINED Gandy
B penple 1 oL ACSELED |
, / sugject: FREEBUS o A BY ~(GSK,

R Uil 70 ' W‘-W

- . At the injunction hearing in Montgomery, Alabama, on 5/31/61 B7C
= of the Department was called as a defense witness. ¢

B \Kb_m_rhms_a.u.esﬁ.oned_zs_m;ﬂhere he had obtained the names of
Reverend Abernathy, and the freedom riders, which
were found near him at the time when he was assaulted. He testified he had 57C

received them from L one of the coordinators of the freedom rides,
on 5/18/61. {{

/‘(.

¥ testified that the 1nformat10n he received from b7C
Q |hau'uemrgrvmrw the FBI at Blrmingham. He also said he had received
information concerning the freedom riders but not directly from the FBI, He
obtained this from the Department of Justice to whom the FBI had reporteda

Defense attorneys attempted to create the impression that the
Department of Justice was behind the freedom riders. It appeared that they
were unsuccessful. [{

Upon questioning by the defense, said he had talked to °'°
| and| | national representative of the Congress

of Racial Equality (CORE) but had only talked to them concerning the burning of

the bu %at Anniston, Alabama. },{ yje

,\3‘%*
testified concerning a call which he received from the Attorney
eneral at the time that the freedom riders were stranded in B1rm1ngham because
;m 'no bus driver would drive their bus, e

related that he told-the Attoine¥ Géneral he co%g get a
driver and the Attorney General suggested that he get a Negro/bus driver. |:|
informed the Attorney General that he copld not trust such a driver with his
equipment. The Attorney General then mqulrgd 38 to the identityz: of the drivers'

union and[ __Jidentified it as the amalgamated tinion. L( 00225 TS - 378

1 - Mr, Mohr RE,
1 - Mr, Belmont # sgz APAEN IV ON FAGE 2= |
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Memorandum for Mr. Parsons b7C

kurther testified that the Attorney General said the Government
would be upset if the freedom riders did not get on the bus and added that the
freedom riders were traveling in interstate commerce and[ | had better

get someone to drive them., |Eg:|also testified that the Attorney General

- said that the Government had too much invested in the fréedom riders and
remarked that the Government would be upset if they did not move on”L{

The defense attempted to give the imprepsianihat the Attarnev
General was discourteous in his conversation with " However;
upon cross-examination, inquired into this and said that the Attorney General
was not discourteous, (/(

According t his conversation with the Attorney General took b7c
place at 3:15 p. m,, 5/15/61. }{

o / Mﬂ? %{ﬁ)

@'D Y

Mr. Rosen has advised that| [testified with regard to the

notes which had been found near his body that some of the notes had been obtained

fron nd this information had been passed on to the FBI at Birmingham.
Some of the notes were furnished to him by the Department of Justice who had

' obtained the infermation from the FBL | |did_not state_he.was.collecting
names for the FBI and he was never requested to collect names for-the FBL

- 3 \

WJD?D FuR mishh SvtH INFOR mﬁ-ﬁog/ To F BT /¥
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Stafl Reporter g
| MONTGOMERY, Ala, May;
|31 — Federal . Court Judge,
Frank M. Johnson today dis-!
missed proceedings agains-t',
two Birmingham police offi-|
cials and a Ku Klux Klan or-|
ganization in connection with
beatings of “Freedom Riders.”
Discharged from the hear-
lings—called on a Justice De-!
partment request for an in-|
junction to prevent interfer-.
ence with interstate commerce |
'ky Klan organizations and po-
ilicefwere Birmingham Police
:Cojhimissioner Eugene (Bull),
|Cohinor, Birmingham Policdy

Federated Ku. Klux Klan and:
its Grand Wizard, Lester C“
Hawkins.

, Renewmg Defendants

However, Montgomery Po-!
lice Commissioner L. B. Sulht
van, Police: Chief G. K. Rup-|
penhal and two oﬂ%or-
ganizations, the Alabam an
and the U. 8. Klan and their,
Grand Wizards, still remain asi
defendants.

The Judge told the city offi-|
cials that while they were dis-! |
missed from this hearing, they
were not dismissed from the
fcase. The Justice Department
can bring them back if further
incidents take place, he ex-
plained.

Once again the court heard
that Montgomery Police were
notified by the Alabama State
Highway Patrol when the bus
jcarrying {E‘reedodeiders was
a few mile tside the city,
but the pol?ce%g off guard
when the, bus pulled mto the
station. _

A
!

By Elsie M. Carper\\\ ‘f

@flief Jamie Moore and the:’

'U.S. Judge Refuses to Enjoin

Pollce or Klan in Alabama

Jus‘ucn Department aide Ll‘>
Iohn Seigenthgler, who was
knocked uncghscious in ai
Montgomery freet during thé|®
33 station #iot, was called as/
a defense w1tness by Mont-:
gomery officials., ) f

Federal .Interference?

- Calvin Whitesell, Assistant
City Attorney, produced a;
packet of notes that Seigen.'
thaler had lost from his:
podket when he was assaulted’
while trying to rescue two:
white girls from the mob. !

e notes listed the names:
of ¥reedom Riders and the
telephone numbers of Negro
leaders in the Alabama de-
segregation movement. Seig-
ﬁenthaler explained he: collect-|

ed the names for the FBI.

“Whitesell ‘made if clear that|
he plans to show that the Fed-
eral Government- s sent
Freedom Riders fnto thé
South,

|

!

l
At the conclusibn of today’s \, :

/

,hearmgs he asked the court |/ )

/oo - 2
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lintendent of the Greyhound

{Greyhound reported it was un-|Alabama at the request of

!

—

Keep folir organizations that
have sponsored Freedom Rid-
ers from interfering with in-
terstate commeree. i

They are the Congress of1
Racial Equality. (CORE), the;
Southern Christian Leader-}§
ship Conference, the Nash-
ville Student Nonviolent;
Movement and the Montgom- JKennedy was reported to have
ery Jail Association.,The lat- jpaid, “Hell, you can look for
ter organization is made up fone, can’t you?” He also was
of Freedom Riders and Ne-fauoted as telling Cruett that
groes jailed in Montgomery}‘You better get in touch with
for desegregation activities. JMr. Greyhound . .. and get an

f the ‘bus company couldn’t
et a white driver to take
em, then it should try to
ind a Negro driver.

When told that Greyhound
idn’t have a Negro driver,

transcript of a telephone con-
versation .that Attorney .Gen-Jset if they don’t get' to con-
L(:,ral Robert .F. Kennedy hadftinue the ttip.”

ith George E. Cruett, super-
Lines in Birmingham, after Seigefithaler, who was in
able tg find ‘a bus driver who|Gov. John Patterson to discuss
would/ bring the Freedom Rid-|the safety of the Freedom Rid-
ers fto Montgomery. Cruett ers, said that Patterson made
said his secretary made the|a call to the president of Grey-
transcript while he talked|hound in his presence and said
with Kennedy. :

Cruett first testified from|riders wolla Be=protected.

Y

A

80

o

%0 issue a restraining order tofsell read aiection, Kennedy Alabama Highway Patrol, fes-
' z as quoted ‘as saying that the|tified that 16 Patrel cars and
reedom Riders were entitled|32 men guarded the bus “be- .
o travel by Greyhound, and|tween Birmingham and the
outskirts of Montgomery and
an airplane provided protecs
tion overhead. R

Montgomery Police Com-
missioner Sullivan was-alert--
ed when the
through Prattville, about 18
miles from the
Mann said. State Police
offered to Sullivan if he need-

bus passed

limits,

Porew

Assistant Montgomery Po-
Whitesell read from th efanswer to the problem. The(lice Chief Marvin Stanley said
Government iS going to be up-ino police were stationed  at
the bus terminal since there
was no reason to believe there:
Assurance Given : would be violence.

Judge Johnson asked the
nolice officer if he had heard
of the bus burning in Annis-
ton and what took place at
Birmingham. Stanley replied:
that he did not -think the peo-
Ple of Montgomery wokld da
€ ¢ that. He said police weie-dis-
that. the bus carfying the Fpatched immediately aftbr the
all came in that ther¢ was

his transeript, and then White-I Floyd Mann, who heads the! trouble at the station.

———=,
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ﬁce f(;i'&fﬁi
At This Court
,]n Alabalna

Dpminates His Bench

o) !
By~ Stuart H. L%%ry (]
ONTGOMERY, Ala., Ma!
31 ~—Federal Judge Frank- Minis
ohnson jr. looks every inch
the Southern gentleman, Tall,
) erect (they call him “Straight-
ledge”), well groomed, he has
1a habit of standing at the bar,
pouring -himself & drink from
a thermos-pitcher and folding
tone arm behind his back as he
carefully lifts the glass to his}
Ilips,

1 The glass is filled with water i
and the bar is the bar of justicef
in the United States District?
ICourt for the Middle Districtj
tof Alabama. While Judge}
1Johnson goes through this}
rifial, lawyers are arguing th
Frits of their case before hi

The Freedom Rides |
" §Now Judge Johnson is heai
a complicated set of law
suits arising out of the FreédomH
Rides through Alabama. The
Pustice Department has asked
him to enjoin the Ku-Klfx|
Klan and two Montgomery iné
dividuals from interfering with
interstate bus transporation,

from conspiring to interfere|
\with it or for wreaking any
voilence that could obsfruct it.
sIt; has also asked him to enjoin
:the police departments -of Bir-
imingham and Montgomery
from failing. to protect inter-
state buses and passengers, in-|

cluding Freedom Riders.
Meanwhile;, seventeen Negrs
leaders and Freedom Riders:
have asked him to enjoin state,
coynty and local officials fromj
enforcing state or local segrgfl
fi

gation laws to deny Negroes u
off all facilities on interstat;e
rontes.

:Johnson, and he attacks them
in & manner that would do

‘preside over a courtroom, he

" lcracks a smile. He never wastes
la .minute. At the end of a re-

~=Thawenghlems are kn
that is nothing new to Judge

leredit to Solomon. He does not

dominates it. While on the
bench, he keeps his face twisted
into a perpetual scowl. He never

cess, even before he takes his
seit, -he orders the lawyer prg-
senting his case:

“Call your next witness,” and)!

" Iplace,” the judge snapped: “We

imanded: “You answer ‘hese

by, the time the judge is in his
[y au*, the witness is in hlsl i
Bars Sarcasm_, _.J.
When“‘h, Ku-Klux Klan law-
yer the other day sought to Be-|"
little a Negro witness by sar-
castically asking whether the|
witness had been ordered by
the person who gave him $2
“not to spend it all in one

p—

don’t have -time for questions
like that.”

Then, when the witness
turned reluctant, the judge, a
sharp edge on his voice, com-

questions quickly or I'm going
to put you right back there in
jail? ~e g

Later, he did send a witnes ,
whmpleaded the Fifth Amen
ment ratheér than admit Kla
affiliations, to jail briefly.

No one enters or leaves Jud
Johnson’s courtroom while a
witness is testifiyng. No one:

lks. Lawyers’ “objections are!
ustained or overruled 1mmedi- \
tely.

' Judge Johnson wears  no
obes in court, Instead he:
dresses in a dark suit, white
shirt and black tie, “That’s’
my prefeferice,” he explains
Witk just the barest trace of a,
smile (which he allows him-
self in his chambers). “Robes
are used to preserve dignity
and decorum in a court room.
I don’t think I need them.”

Judge Johnson's penchant
for justice can be devastating
to ‘attorneys, Dbpoliticians and
juries of the Deep South, who
are not always given to justice
where the Negro is concerned.

When the state Legislature
redesigned the city of Tuske-
gee to cut all but four of the
00 regisiered Negro voters off
Ahe roles, the judge held th
¢t unconstitutional. Tuskeg
efore the new boundari

Tolson
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‘Conrad
Del.oach
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‘the custody of a Federal m

Middle District.

‘these important cases to have|

‘aimed primarily at the govern-|
‘ment which had been sending
lawyers in from Washington to

N M :
39 egroes (400 voters) and‘x
1,310 whites (600 vaters).

When the Legislature finished,
the new map, Tuskegee’s boun-'
daries had twenty-eight sides
and none of the white voters
had been excluded. The act was
a violation of the Fifteenth:
Amendment, which forbids
abridgment of voting rights on
the basis of race, color or pre-
vious conditions of services,
Judge Johnson ruled last Feb-
ruary. :

When a jury convicted four
Negroes. of stealing peanuts
from a Commodity Credit Cor-,
poration waréhouse but failed
to convict the white man who'
enlisted them for the job whose
truck was used and who worked
with the Negroes in the bur-
glary, Judge Johnson sentenced|
the Negroes to thirty minutes in

al—enough time to get théir
ings out of the jailhouse. |
Recently he ruled that
rties to civil rights cases#in
His district must be represented|
by lawyers practicing. in the|
The reason:
He wants attorneys fightingy

a “personal kirowledge of social
as well as lagal problems” of
the district. The ruling was;

‘handle civil rights cases.-
. Several local attorneys, it
‘was reported, turned down ap-
'pointment ‘to the position
rUited States Attorney he1
after the ruling.

$In 1959, the Senate Appropr
jons Committee found th
jAstice was done more quickly
in Judge Johnson’s district
than anywhere else
country. The average time from
filing a complaint ti disposition
of the case in the Middle Dis-
trict was 4.7 months, compared
with the national average of
13.9 months and the. 49.9
months it took in New York’s
Eastern District, where the
case-load per judge was not|
significaSTTysEner. %;

in the|

A udge

, Hight in World War II. He en-

Served in War II

ohnson Was born in
Haleyvilie, Alg., and educated
at the Gulf Coast Military
Academy in Gulfport, Miss. He
was graduated from Massey
Business College in Birming-
ham and from the University
of Alabama Law School in
1943, His father was a probate
judge. He opened a practice in
‘Jasper, Ala. then went off to

tered the Army as a private and
was separated as a captain in
1946,

In 1953 at the age of thirty-
four, he was appointed United
States Attorney by President
Eisenhower As a Republican,

e repxesents a rare. political

pecies in Alabama. Pictures o
he former President still han
n his chambers, « - '
“I havera great deal of re-L
pect for President Kennedy,’
he said, “I just haven’ gotten '
| round to puttmg up any pic-
jtures yet.” i
+ In 1955, Presldent E1senhower
appointed him a judge and he
walked right into the segrega-
tion question here. As a mem-
ber of the three-judge panel,,

{ he ruled in the following year:

that segregation of the munici-
pal buses in Mongomery was'
unconstitutional, In ‘1957, a’
cross was burned on his lawn.'
He kept the incident secret until!
two teeagers were apprehended. |
He said the incident was nol;h-l
ing more sermus than a prank:
and now refuses to admit to:
threatehing acts against him, !
' His .hobbies are fishing and
“mediccer golf.” He is mamed‘
to the former Ruth Jenkins of;

Haley,.v%lle. They have a son,
James UTTTS, g%}_v

iV
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UBJECT: CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY
‘ﬁ\ y ¢ "FREEDOM RIDE 1961"

]C?/*

e

Director :
TO : Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE:May 26, 1961

Burke Marshall BM:JLM:11h 7807
FROM : Assistant Attorney General , P

Civil Rights Division 144-1-554

hS

of this Division,

Agent by

* o~ ams | | vﬁ%b . »
Memz‘mdzzm * UNITED SI’ES GOVERNMENT

This will confirm telephoned request to Special b7C

N

t 2phone s received from | | b7C
telephone

./l itoday from Jackson, Mississippi. | |
advise hat he was an eyewitness to the incidents that
took place in the Trailways-Bus Terminal on May 23, 1961,
when the first bus load of “Freedom Riders" arrived there.

Please interviemr[::::::::]in regard to what he observed
at that time, )

may be reached at home, address noted above,
or at | North State Street,
| or at the

Jackson, Mississippi, telephone |

Baptist Hospital, Jackson, wherel
is about to undergo an operation,

l»

by the FBI and would furnish a statement recounting the

——~ events he witnessed at the Trailways Buys Terminal on

May 23,

ALL FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED OM
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED J
DATEéﬁ-ELée‘LSéQEXQB Roo/u C i

vould have no objection to being interviewe
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UNITED STATES GOVEN.WEENT | R 4 | o —
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Memorandum » L EZ:":%
Mr. Bélmont///ﬁ?ﬂz/  DaTE: 6-15-61 é‘;

otter

Tele. Room

FROM @ A. Rose ' o gﬁgnnwrmrj
Ifu‘fmx . ' i
SUBIECT.' . FREEBUS
SAC Maynor, New Orleans, advised t the . biC
following information had been received from - '
|Jackson, Mississippi, Police
DeEparcmenc, L( .
‘ had been informed that éight white freedom b7¢
rider prisoners remaining in the city jail at Jackson told
officers of the Jackson Police Department that officials of
j{ theFCongress of Racial Equality (CORE) are planning to meet
g with Attorney General Kennedy On 6-16-61 a the Attorney

General is going to get:them’ out of jail. oes not
know the source of the prisoner's information.[(

JCT:vhm
( 6) /V/{/r)z_i
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
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: -'UNITED STATES GOV ENT ' Mohr

T

- sk ot N . w .
.} Ne ¥ Conrad

Memorandum .
N i L > Evans
. . € Malone
Rosen

TO : Mr. Rosenw \ DATE: 6/3/61 iulli\;un

¥ /A ave

4 i Trotter

FROM C. L. McGo %a‘ng SONF HTIAL Ingram
: » L, MCLOW D AND, ") / -
) CLAQSxFl £D A KS2) mé/f 77 e

(D .
SUBJECT: FREEDOM RIDE 1961
I DATE OF

b7C

b7C

b7C

162 JUN12 190?1 CONFI F-Pﬁ‘m’ﬂi

>

Callahan

Tele. Room

ER ThwlﬁcD B\ Lo ;

TAL WA PEASOﬁ FQ§ EX3 ;‘- f P
e RS e REWEW

DECLASSIHCAT\O ———-

v 6/3/61,| | called

to ask if we had any additional information on a meeting of
freedom riders that is scheduled to take place in Chicago,

Illinois, on 6/4/61'b(

| |stated that 1nformat10n concerning the
meeting was furnished to the CIC at Chicago by the FBI on
6/2/61., He said the FBI further advised that five or six
freedom riders who were involved in the trouble in Alabama
will attend the meeting. It was also indicated that picket
lines would be formed at the University of Chicago.M

% CONTATINED

G SHOWN -~

Chicago office informed him that the FBI
in Chicago feels that new freedom rider groups will be formedf
in Chicago over the weekend and that social disturb /

. DECLASSIFIEDH \ Classified 1
ICT/im O, hS. 7 Doclasstiy
9:00 AM - 10[ay
duty agent, Chicago Field Division,
requested to obtain information concerning the above matter - -

and advise the Bureau by ph°ﬂfmanr%§§§ﬁﬁ@§ details, L4
]

HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFI[D 4 €/ ;
961.5549803e 0 ey s

SA Chicago,gégiephonically contacted the
Bureau advising that information concerning the above matter

was submitted to the By etterhead memorandum on
Friday, June, 2, 1961, has asked to give the pertinent
information over the phone an o submit all details in a
summary teletype.\ﬁ\

[;:;::;;]advised that the Chicago Committee to Defend
the Bill o ights was sponsoring a freedom rider rally at P

8:00 PM, June 5, 1961, at Hall C-1, 32 West Randolph Street,,\j,,,
Chicago, Illinois, -
rease § u /‘\5\3 Jﬁ”“‘-”":j (‘ff k// AR

FHF/jmn g £c- 74 '
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen “gﬁfgégiﬁéb

Re: FREEDOM RIDE 1961 ’ .

"'mch/ca ho.  Comantlxe 70 Deferd The. A3

d riley, et ecutive secretary of this organizat10n, is /‘/w/5

tosénd printed--announcements to” approximately 3,500 individual .
on the organization's mailing list, This announcement will
offer free admission and promises the individuals attending
the story of the freedom riders and the future plans for
these groups to extend south of the™Magnolia Curtain", ichard
Criley is a member of the communlst party of Illmo1s(g

RS sl e N

e
M“’"—«x ”

A student committee is being formed to support the
freedom riders and is to stage a student demonstration from
6:30 PM to 8:00 PM, June 5, 1961 in fromt of 32 West Randolph
Street, Chicago, Illinois., This is a "one time'" committee
of interested students attending the University of Chicago
and Roosevelt University. (Q U

;@m&mmh
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FBI '
cﬁxﬂ%ﬁggb’: ,
h bl Date: E/g3 /61}

' ‘I‘ransmit the following in __ PLAIN TEXT ’

4

5 } axc ss IED BY Tvpe in,plein text or code)

! Y TW’FO”‘Z(}N CO“! AINEE
via AIRTEL ‘%ﬁ “ﬂﬁ‘i?‘[‘q T, A QY mtm

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED Prj_orj_ty or Method Of Mallinglrt wylRs SHOWN, .~ :
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFi - e e e e i OTHERI ‘
é)ﬂ%gp ‘%éq P L e —— S I - ~cs+ow
Al : DIR . FBE (1 : ‘ /@,ﬁ Sy

FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (157-392) Agency%éﬁ/‘&%@/

. Req. Rec’d " ;
Date Forw. .35, / 2 ?/le/

AT

SUBJECT: ~FREEDOM RIDE, 1961,

RACIAL MATTERS HOW W, ;
DESTRUCTION OF AIRCRAFT OR 4%5/ M 22aREEY

MOTOR VEHICLE; CIVIL oeﬁ@»sw-«\ CHEG e’

(00: Mobile) - o /c‘ldw?, 56,___352’%

(AR E Feess V= 2N

Remytel, 5/2?/61. : | EX" 523»:’.

) There are transmitted herewith 8 copies of a ey =
QR Letterhead memorandum concerning a meeting of leading s .
Nfunctionaries of the CPUSA, held in CP headquarters, NYC, BN
2%@51

Z

2|

?\ bn 5/22/61, X)(u') ¥ 4
b2 e confidential source utilized was t@&
‘ 1 Y

This memorandum has been classified confidential X
ecause it contains information from a scurce, the unauthorizéd
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disclosure of which would seriously impair the investigation .
of the CPUSA and such impairment could have an adverse e fect:
1-Atlanta (Info) (Encl. 1) (RM3
1-Jacksonville (Info) (Encl. 1) (RM) glassified by
1-Miami (Info) (Encl. 1) (RM) Iassﬁv
1-Mobile (Info) (Encl. 1) (RM) Declassily ¢
1-Pittsburgh (Info) (Encl. 1) (RM)
1-New York (100-80641) (CPUSA - ORGANIZATION) (415) AS
1-New York (100-80640) (CPUEH ¥ NEGRQ QUESTION) (415§ K7
100-89520 CPUSA - STRATEGY-LIN INDUSTRY (415) SAR
100 806 L) (cpusa - TH MATTERS) (415)
100-8 GUS HALL g? ROURAS _)7?
§ ?415?:) /(}af w,?,g vEFE /
& MAY 24 19 TR
L§’+14 ! T/
15) — S

.

upon the national defense interests of the country, &
@ureau (157- ) (Encl. 8) (RM)
ﬁ %{k )
3an Antonio (Info) (Encl. 1) (RM) |
1-New York (100-89691) (CPUSA - DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES) 15)
4o
100 16 85
_ ASH)  (415)
JACK STACHEL
WILLIAM PATT R O
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UNITED STATES. GOVERNMENT

* Memorandum

TO : The Director v DATE: M/<L>/ ;2/,- é;. /7/;/
{,{ j) FRom i N.P.Callahan
\f\/‘
¢
: SUBJECT: The Congressional Record

-1 Fages 3.40-7065. Aemator Tastisnd, (D) ‘diseissippl, spoke
eraing activities in the Soutliorn Sintes, the frecdoa riders, t!:; \
: tion knows as theXongres of Raclal Equality (¢ CRE), and the
National sssociation for the Advancement of ¢ alored People. Page 5350
Mir. Eastiand wakos reference to one A, 7. Muste and points out that Muste is
znttn on the sdvisory committes of COME, Mr. Eastiand stated “In 1087 &, 1.
Muste got vp & delegation for the purpuse of sbserving the procedures of the
(pmnsaist Farty’s 16th Nationsl ¢ onvention oa Februnry § 10 18, I, fédyr
3 sald: The ( ommunists boasted of having impartial cbeervers cover tie
cpmvention, fowever, wost of thess so-called Lmpartial observers were *
mmm hemfw. e convention started and where raportediy beaded by A, J, | -
Muste, who ias iong Irouted for ( omuwnists. - - - Those are the words of tiw
g@a& Arector of the {"ederal Durenu of Investigation, Mr. J. Mdgar Foover.
“ho wants further prool ol the Communist origin of this growp that wants to
P ant discord in this cosatry om the very nve of isternational conferencos which
&3 mucs to the weliare of future gemorations of Amaricans’ ' Hr. Fastiand
ingiuded miscellanecus material with his remarks. o

ALL WFORMATION sy ,
pEnet IS %J,NC\J\;\S{SV ” A 1p 6 - ALEE B

v 12 |
% g ﬁ«_ NOT RECORDF‘D

DL A
| ! }\m 8@ 10 gy 1 1964

13,9k SSAT90RMDlLL - —

S
K91.38.9
5GJUN 21 1301

In the original of @ memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional
Record for /Y} 'ﬂ\\l o 5 0 { ‘ was reviewed and pertinent items were
marked for the Di ector's/a rention. This form has been prepared in order that
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed

in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files.

y}

~— Oriéinal filed in: é é -/ 7;;/___ //g,/?‘a :




_ . i = ; 1 «
' comvzﬁwg . :

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

e ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED mw%¥,$&%mn
: efer AINE Ma, 7.“057,"
* In Reply Fleass RS20 gengyy 1 UNCLESSF gD Y23, 43 g\"@?% ‘ &‘Ho
° DATFER A% B 2%’0 ADD [Cal sshiy af @m
q
CLASSIFIED AYN by ) - % -1 ID'N
DED BY SF .~ /&2
?ézggNFORE%TENQON Re: Freedom Ride, 1961
FCIM “ “24-2 __________________ R301a1 Matters
DATE OF REVIEW FOR Destruction of Alrcraft or
DECLASSIFICATION. ... Civil Rights

. On May 22, 1961, a Cénfidential Source,
furnished reliable information in the past, advised that a
meeting of leading functionaries of the Communist Party, (}4)
United States of America (CPUSA) was held in Communist Party
(CP) headquarters on that date. Among those in attendance were J)

Gus Hall, General Secretary, CPUSA.

James Jackson, member of National Committee (NC), CPUSA,
and editor of "The Worker"', an east coast Communist
weekly publication.

Ben Davis, National Secretary, CPUSA. | (y)
Irving Potash, Labor Secretary, CPUSA

Jack Stachel, member of NC, CPUSA §$9

£

\E SHOWN -+~

..“L»'l//

Ty
¥ Javs

William L. Patterson, Vice Chalrman, New York District
(NYD) CPUSA.

Herbert Aptheker, member of NC, CPUSA.
William Weins uone, member of NC CPUSA.,

The meeting the current
situation in Alabama. "The Worker,"
s8ald the paper should editorially seek to assemble the
broadest forces in the country, particularly such trade unions ¢
as the steel workers, the Unlted Auto Workers in Atlanta, the .
Amalgamated in Mississippl, and others to assume & major
responsibility in moving the locsl membership to positive
ection on the side of the Negro people. He said the CP should
pinpoint the obvious culprits in this situation, namely, the

monsters,L__ and the State official
of Montgomery, who are members of the Whilite Citigzens Counc{fjsgb(ug)

This document contains nelther recommendations
nor conclusions of the Federgl Buresgu of Investigation.
It 1s the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are
not to be distributed outside your agency.

TATE AGEFNCIES

| gERO% CONFIDYNTIAL P B,
I Pt ~ |
& A velogie g




~—

. i coﬁm%u .

T

‘Re: Preedom Ride, 1961
Racial Matters
Destruction of Aircraft or
Motor Vehicle; Civil Rlghts

Secondly, the Party must pinpoint the responsibility of the
Government for meeting the challenge with all required force
and the culpability of the Kennedy Administration in having
deferred the exercise of its responsibility on Civil Rights.
Pressure must be brought on the Kennedy Administration to make
Federal intervention adequate in force to meet the present
emergency situation. The Freedom Riders have dramatized

the lack of desegregation on interstate carrlers. According
to one repcrt is that the Marshals stood by while the
NatIonal GQuard took over exercising thelr functions and
maintained a kind of house arrest of a thousand Negroes. The
Southern United States Marshals reportedly used tear gas in
such a manner that 1t all went into the church rather than into
the mob. described as one serious development being
the fraternal telegram from the Governor of Mississippi to the
Governor of Alabama, pledging full resources of Mississippi in
the struggle for states rights. said "This is a
spreading of civil war and insurrection” snd "The Worker"
should point this out and point out the negd for Federal troops
to restore law and order in Alabama.@) (w

Ben: Davis sald the PFederal Government has the right to
go into any state to put down domestic violence and this is now
necessary in Alabama. He sald the CP should demand that .
integrated units of the Army go into the SfHate of Alabama and-
enforce the law. Davis said there is to be an open air meeting
in Harlem (New York City) this coming week end, He did not

e%aborate . %) (W)

William Patterson said a delegation should go before
every State Leglslature and demand executive order from the
Governor declaring a ban on racism in any formt&)(u)

Irving Potash recommended s demand for a Federal
injunction against the Governor of Alabama to restrain hinm
from inclting violatlion of the Constitution and inciting
mob violence. He suggested that the Party explore the possibility
of United Nations action in this matter. He also suggested
that general membership meetings be called through "The WOrke(?zg(ub

CONFI&NTIAL
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Re: Freedom Ride, 1961
Racial Matters
Destruction of Aircraft or
Motor Vehicle; Civil Rights

to mobilize "our own comrades" to orientate them and generate
initiative on their parts in their own organizations and work.
Potash urged that open air meetings be organized by the Party
and the possibllity of a United Front picket line be explored,
the line to be in front of "The Department of Justice in
Foley Square" (United States Court House, Foley Square, New
York City) to dramatize these demands Q()(Lg)

Jack Stachel recommended agehda of forthcoming
National Executive Commititee (NEC) meeting (May 27-28)
be revised in order to discuss action that the Party may be
able to take in connection with the current racial situati (UQ

Herbert Aptheker suggested the possibility of student
demonstrations belng considered. Aptheker made reference to a
report of the Attorney General which says "that he had contacted
the FBI and asked the FBI to investigate the possibility of the

bus coming to Montgomery from Birmingham anc a special FBIL

team investigated and then reported to the Attorney General

~that on the basis of its information, 1t was now safe, There-

upon the bus took off. The FBI was instructed to contact the
Police forces of Montgomery and assure the presence of

protection upon the arrival of the bus, Well,we know what
happened - no Police were present." Aptheker continued with

"it appears the intelligence of the FBI is the equal of the
intelligence of the CIA. The direct implication in this failing
of the Federal Government and of J. Edgar Hoover, it seems tQ

me, is a very important point which we should bring forwardexa(uD

James Jackson said the Party should stimulate and
call for unions and students to send white-Negro excursions
into the South. He said, “"certainly it would be possible from
the University of Texas, University of Miaml and that medical
school in Atlanta where the student body 1s one third to one
half northern students." Aptheker asked whether the Party was
making any plans to send someone to the South. Jackson
suggested that he and Aptheker go to Montgomery with "the
credentials of our paper." ¥) (u,)

N
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Re: Freedom Ride, 1961

Racisl Matters

Destruction of Aircraft or
Motor Vehicle; Civil Rights

In conclusion, Ben Davis again mentioned the
possibilities of a picket line at the Federal Building,

Foley Square, and also suggested that the Party see to
what extent "Left forces" could be included in a Union

Square meetinga&) (U.)
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.m sttorney General 8.13.96 My 27, 1 9ém

5549903 m‘{ 241,923
Pirector, FBX ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
o HEREIN IS UNCLASS&HED

- ‘ 961 DATE
RACIAL WATTERS; BLsTAOCTION OF m Sf‘w
+TRCRAFT OR MOTOR VIHICLES; CIVI' A

In conpmation with (he hearing on the Governwent's
wolion {or a tesporary injumstion sgeingt the U, 5, Kians sod eihers
for uniswiuily iaterfering with interstate commerce Ly the use of ’
fores and vioiowre, our Mobilo and Blrminghsp Offices have farunished
inforsation to Departsent sttorneys eonceraning the various Xian N
gpeoung, M h

beckground infersstiion has boen “wrnished oa such
organizations ae the V. 8, Kians, Knights of the Ku Kiux Klan,-
Inc.; tiabame Knights, Kmnights of the En Xiux Klan, Inc.; snd
fadersated Fu Xiux Kian, lac.

an informant of our Hotlie Oifice, whe mat be protocted, @
furnishod intorsation thai as of Hay 11, 1061, the Podorated Ku
Eiux Klau, Inc., planmed to agt in comcert with nenbers af ihe g
~igbans Eaights, th of the Ku Kiux Kian, In¢., againat ﬁ:h@ Y
i roedow ridors on Mey 15, 1961, if the btus shouwld roach Monigomery,
Fiabema., Themse mvmm had expressed an intention to usge %
vioience againmt the piders. %e have bheen unable to locate any o
additional witnesses to verity the information fursished by the W
intormant, <
8
e
|
-4
pos

There hag beon no inforaaiion developed regmrding sctive
participation by Kian mesoers as a gx*m;;; ia the mgwary inc idmt (/

n inforrant of aﬂ( Mﬁmmhm Mtf@. 52 Moy 13,
1965, that at n weeting on May 12, (91, of the. mwwv Kiesvary
!mm 13 of the A:abama Enights of tkc Ku Eiux Kign, plans were
Zormuinted Yor action to be taken when the iveedom riders arrived
in Birmiaghan, slsbema. This inforusnt furaished the infeormation
thatl. it was rusored Coerissioner af xﬂii&»ﬁ Bagene "Bait’ &mr

iﬁl‘ mmtm

Mr, Mohr
Mr., Belmont -
Mr., Deloach °
Mr, Evans e
RBL:ers (15) - XE}Ké |
CORTRIR it

MAIL ROOM lj TELETYPE UNIT [_J
il T




b7C

in additional inlorsent furnished iniormation om Mey 13, |
3861, that nd o group of iha ‘naiston Kiavern,
U, 8, Kians, ishhazimmnmnm, wouid be present on
May 14, xm , when the bus carrying the froedos riders stopped at
~:mwmn, slabami,

‘ Information has boun develepod in somnection with the
- racial disorders at imniston s Birsinghan, Aiebama, on May 14,
1961, that variens Kianssen were present amd participated. ¥No
iniormation has bees deveioped, however, that this sctivity was
directed by any Klam orgsmisation.l)

Inforpstion te date has failed to imdicate that any
of the racisl disorder whioh took plmee ia isniston and Birminghas,
Algboms, was sctaally dirvected by members of the Kian. BSevern®
inforepants furnished iaformetion conseraing Elan mesbership of th
participants and some participants have adsittod Kian mesbership.

This Buresu is condugting & review af telephons cospany
rocords conceraing Kisn officisis on a round-the-clock basis., 11
any calls of significance mre found the information will be
irsediately furnished to Department attorneys. This veview wiil
ke comploted by Sunday, May 28, 196i,

Investigation regavd ng poseibie Kian ywttaimﬂon in
thess incidents is contimuing.

1 -~ ¥r, Byvon R, Whide
Peputy Attorasy Genera}

1 - ‘ssigtant Attorney QGeneral
Burke Narshall

1 - issistant sttorsey General
Herbert J, Milier, Jr.
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REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
NEW YORK NEW ORLEANS 5/29/61 5/28-29/61 ,

TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY . TYPED BY
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C(;ONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY; | | b7 mlx
NglslgEIISDOM RIDERS" - JACKSON, ] 933
SIPPI endleal @913 ‘
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SR HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED o
7 REFERENCES DATE 5']4(//)4'} BY

: New York telephone calls to Bureau, dated 5/28/61
\ and 5/29/61.[,’ ’ >/2%/

- RUC -

/ ADMINISTRATIVE
- Two extra copiles of this report are being designated

/
/ /for the Bureau for possible dissemination to the Department of
/ / gustice. Y

. Two extra coples of this report are being designated
for the New Orleans Office, the office of origin, for transmittal
to the USA, Jackson, Mississippl, and to the Jackson, Mississippi
gesiden’c Agency.u

S
- An information copy of this report is being designated m
for the Moblle Office inasmuch as the bus ride described in the .”

detalls of this report Loriginated in Montgomery, Alabama. / £
. 4 L ,1 +

APPROVED -%n / SPIENC::A._I;AIAGGEEM DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELLOW
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- Bureau (AMSD

2 00\ 4ds TN ~F) e
- New Orleans (AMSD) A
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1 - New York EM&-—T%’?? 3 )
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NY 44-757
. b7C
In addition to the names of repor
in the detalls of this report furnished by
on 5/29/61, who were on the bus with | [and who may be
possible witnesses to the incidents at the Jackson, Mississippi,

bas_terminal on 2&/61,[::::%;::lalso furnished the name
of a correspondent for the "New York Post."
name was not set forth in the detalls of this

report inasmuch as the Bureau has previously instructed
that no contact be made with individuals connected with the
"New York Post" without prior Bureau authority.tl

b7C

With regard to those reporters listed by
as being on the bus with him and others who possibly witnessed
the 1ncidents at the Yus swerminal in Jackson, Mississippi,
the NYO 1s leaving it to the discretion of the office of
origin to set forth leads to have these reporters interviewed

since the NYO 1s unaware as to whether or not they have already
been interviewed. M

- B* -
(COVER PAGE)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE -
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Copy to: 1 - USA, Jackson, Miésissippi, : ,
Att: Departmental Attorney JERRY HIELBRON
Report of: b7C Office: New York, New York
Date: 5/29/61
File Number: New York 44-75T7 Bgreau: SSSIAQQQ 3@/31)/@,43 C
Title: CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY Q9 a ‘?l@
"FREEDOM RIDERS" - JACKSON, [,¥a- NT A\NED
MISSISSIPPI AL \NFOR”\P\“ON CO F_D
PEPE!N IS U \F\ ,
Character: CIVIL RIGHTS DATE
0 a\\%? 59&
Synopsis: | |Feature Writer, Associated

Press, NY, NY, furnished signed statement in b7C
NY, NY, on 5/29/61 concerning incidents
relating to "Freedom Riders' bus trip from
Montgomery, Ala. to Jackson, Miss. on 5/24/61.

stated he observed three "Freedom
Riders" placed under arrest at bus terminal

in Jackson, Miss. on 5/24/61 [;::;:;;:]stated
that he observed no mistreatmen [9) reedom
Riders" by arresting officers or any resistance
offered by "Freedom Riders" to arresting
officers, | furnlshed ldentities of
"Freedom Riders™ who participated in instant
bus ride in addition to some reporters who
accompanied "Freedom Riders" on bus ride as
well as other reporters who might be possible
witnesses to incidents at the bus terminal in
Jackson, Mississippi. bL ‘

- RUC -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI., It is the property of the FBI, and is loaned to
your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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NY 44-757
DITAILS

On May 29, 1961,
[ Ias

sociated Press, New York, New York, was contacted
at the Assoclated Press Building, 50 Rockefeller Plaza,

New York, New York, and furnished the following signed
gstatement: m ,




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

pate -- 5/29/61

"pssocilated Press Building
50 Rockef€ller Plaza

New York, New York

May 29, 1961

"I,| | make the following
voluntary stafement To Special Agents | and |
| who have identified themselves To me as Special

gents ol the Federal Burezu of Investigationit

"I was born ounl
and reside at |
I am employed as a | Iby the Assoclated Press,
New York, New York. L(

"On Wednesday, May 24, 1961, I boarded a Trailways
Bus at the bus terminal in Montgomery, Alabama at approxi-
mately 7:00 a.m. This bus which contained twelve 'Freedom
Riders' and sixteen news reporters and photographers, b7C
including myself, was scheduled to depart from Montgomery,
Alabama at 7:00 a.m. and to arrive in Jackson, Mississippi
at 1:15 p.m. that same day. In addition to the above=-
mentioned reporters and 'Freedom Riders', the bus contained
six members of the Alabama Natlonal Guard who rode in the
front se R
Alabama,
Alabama Navional Quard, addrescsed Che occupants 0L whe bus
telling them that the Alabama National Guard members were
travelling on the bus for the protection of the 'Freedom
Riders' and he wished them all a good journey. The reason
that I was travelling on this bus was to cover a specific
assignment as| | for the Associated Press.U

~ Associated Press Bullding,

On _5/29/61 at_50 Rockefeller Plaza, File # NY 44~757
VNV L7C

by SAg | Davs dictated_ 5/29/61

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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NY 4L4-757

"This bus departed from Montgomery, Alabama at
7:10 a.m. on May 24, 1961, At 11:40 a.m. the bus arrived ¢
at the Mississippil State Line. ©No unusual incidents
occured during the trip from Montgomery, Alabama to the
Mississippi State Line except that one of the 'Freedom
Riders!'] _ |
Memorial Methodist Church, Nashville, Tennessee, a Negro,
took 11l and caused the bus to be:stopped somewhere on the
highway approximately fifty minutes after leaving Montgomery,
Alabama. |of the Alabama National
///‘ “Guard, previously mentioned, who was travell b2
’ automobile preceding the bus attended to theiff:ff:ng

and a short time thereafter the bus Tes ts

\

Journey.

"{hen the bus arrived at the Mississippi State b7C
Line at 11:40 a.m., there was a delay of about an hour while
the Mississippil National Guard took the place of the Alabama
National Guard who had been travelling on the bus. Six
Mississippi National Guardsmen replaced the six Alabama ua
National Guardsmen. Included in the six Mississippi Nationa
waj | who was in
charge, and who Is a Misslssippl STate Senaftor., All of the
Mlssissippi National Guardsmen carried what appeared to be
gas masks and four carried rifles with fixed bayonets, the
other two carried sidearms. 7“wo of these Mississippi National
Guardsmen who carried rifles with fixed bayonets stood in the
aisle of the bus while the others took seats. The two who
stood remained standing during most of the trip from the
Mississippl State Line to Jackson, Mississippi. When the bus
resumed its journey in Mississippi it began to travel at a
much faster rate of speed, attalning speeds of seventy miles
per hour. It is noted that the bus had travelled about
forty miles per hour on its journey through Alabama. The bus
made one more stop on the outskirts of Meridian, Mississippi ,
while the bus drivers were changed, , & short time affer the B8 ArPML |
bus resumed its journey,| |Negro, )
[Nashville, Tennessee, one of
the 'PFreedom Rlaers', requested
previously mentioned, to have the bus stopped in order that he
- might go to the tollet. | |refused U

an
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NY 4h4-757
b7C
ritg_allnm_tha;bus to be stopped for thils purpose, and after
second request, told him to 'use the back of
the bus.' | |refused to do this stating that
ladles were present. One subsequent request to stop the
bus, was made by| for the 'Toronto

Star' and was declined Dy
It ig to be noted that when The first request was made by

the bus was approximately fifty minutes from
Jackson, Mississippi.t(

"at 1:57 p.m., the bus arrived at the bus terminal
in Jackson, Mississippi. As the bus entered the fterminal I
noticed five or six Mississippl National Guardsmen, wearing
helmets and carrying rifles with fixed bayonets standing
outside the bus terminal. In addition, I noticed approximately
twelve uniformed policemen in and around the terminal., I
also noticed three uniformed policemen with three police dogs
standing at the taxl cab loading platform at the other end of
the termlnal where there was parked a police vehlele used to
fransport prisdners. This vehicle had its back doors open. u

"When the_hnﬂ_sinnnid at the unloading platform of b7C
the bus terminal, emerged among the first from the
bus and was followed by two other unidentified Negro 'Freedom
Riders,! All three immediately entered the terminal rest
room in the white waiting room. No one made any attempt to
stop them from entering this rest room. When the three
'Freedom Riders' emerged from this rest room, a member of
the Jackson, Mississippl Police Department, who 1s described
as a white male, age 40, 5'10", 175 1bs,, medium build,
wearing blue guit, straw hat, tie and white shirt, approached
the three 'Freedom Riders' and stated 'You're all under
arrest.' This police officer did not touch any of the
'Freedom Riders' and did not handcuff them, and, escorted
them to the awaiting police vehicle used to transport
prisoners.

"I d1d not observe any other arrests since I went
to a telephone booth at the other slde of the terminal in
order to secure 1ts use for the purpose of filing my story 1/




NY 44-787

"of the bus ride as well as for the story of the actjon b7C
at the bus terminal which was being covered by
[::::] of the Associated Press, Jackson, MissisSIppI.[/

"When I emerged from the telephone booth there
were no 'Freedom Rilders' to be seen and therefore I went .7
with| [to the Jackson Office of the Associlated
Press, b( _

@]

" "Later that same afternoon at approximately
4:45 p.m., I returned to the bus terminal to observe the
arrival of a second bus load of 'Freedom Riders' which
was due o arrive at Jackson, Mississippil at that time
from Montgomery, Alabama. There appeared to be the same
number of policemen there as I had observed when the first
bus load of 'Freedom Riders' arrived at the bus terminal
"in Jackson, Misslssippi. The police dogs were also present
as was the police vehicle used to transport prisoners.
After the arrival of the bus, I observed the police escort
four or five 'Freedom Rlders' at a time from this second
bus and take them to the waiting police vehicle used to
- transport prisoners. Approximately twenty 'Freedom Riders'
from this second bus load appeared to have been placed
under arrest. I am unable to identity any of these
arresting officers. At no time did I observe any mis-
treatment of the 'Freedom Riders'. by the arresting officers,
and, none of the 'Freedom Ridersg' arrested were handcuffed.

"I am unable to &tate the exact number of persons
present in the bus terminal when both 'Freedom Buses' arrived
except to state that on each occaslon there were approximately
fifty people in the bus terminal consisting exclusively of
what appeared to me to be reporters and pollcemen, the
reporters being in the magorlty H

"It is noted that with the exception of the
statement made by the police officer informing the three
'Freedom Riders' from the bus I was on that they were under
arrest, I personally heard no other instructions, comments,
commands or orders issued to the 'Freedom Riders' by any
person or persons. Also, at no time did I observe any é/
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resistance offered to the ar
'Freedom Riders.! u

"I have read this statement consisting of this
page and four other pages and have initialed eagn correc-
tion amd each page and knyw it to be true and correct to
the best™of my knowledge. U

"/s; B7C
"Witnesses: ' R ‘
8, Special Agent, Federal Bureau of
In > York, New York, May 29, 1961.
/8 Special Agent, Federal Bureau of B
InVESTIgatioNn, New York, New York, May 29, 1961,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 5/29/61

On May 29, 1961, furnished the following

list of individuals whom hé described as the "Freedom p7c
Riders" who were passengers on the Trailways Bus which
traveled from Montgomery, Alabama, to Jackson, Mississippi
on May 24, 1961: fz
b7C

Megro, age 36,

[ Nasnville, Tennesse€,

Negro, age 24, student at American Baptist

 /'Theo1og1ca1 Seminary, Nashville, Tennessee, and resides ,
in Cleveland, Ohlo., ‘

wegro, age 20, student at Dillon University,

;B-Mﬂmx/qqiNgﬁ“ﬂ?ngﬁé, Lcuisiana, and resides in-Shreveport, Loulslana.
. % | negro, age 23, student at Morehouse College,
5. wprox, 198 A% Tanta, Georgla.

6. appron, 12

yegro, age 19, New Orleans, Loulsiana.

’ZJ | Negro, age 22, student at American Baptlst
' Théo ogical Seminary, Nashv1lle, Tennessee,

| negro, age 20, student at Southern University,

a;uwm&/4QJNew Orleans, Louislana, and resldes in New Orleans, Louisiana.

Assoclated Press Bldg.,
On 5/29/61 at_50 Rockefeller Plaza,NYC File No. 44-757

sl land e |
B mKT __ Date Dictated_5/29/61

This document contalns neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. I% 1s the property of the FBI, and is loaned to
your ageney; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency,

-8 -
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bicC

Negro, age 20, student at American
046“44 Baprist [neological Summary, Nashville, Tennessee, and
5. WPROYS resides in Tampa, Florida.

A

Negro, age 19, student at PFisk A
&, APPFOX M,f;ﬁ;&uu*vc;b;uy, Nasnvirre, Tennessee,

| ‘ | Negro, age 33,
| | Nashville, Tennessees,
RV

| Negro, age 32, Episcopal clergyman, c

E,mmx,m;q Nashville, Tennessee.

- ' white, age 29, Washington, D.C,
B terroy, {ﬁéﬁ . — ’ 9’ gtron,

de:;:::;:]also furnished the followlng 1list of
reporters ovn ©o him who were on the bus with him and »bv7c
the "Freedom Riders" during the trip from Montgomery,
Alabama to Jackson, Mlssissippl, on May 24, 1961:

Southern correspondent for "New York Times."

| | "Toronto,Canada Star,"
zZ <

"New York Herald Tribune."

B7C

A reporter for the "Charlotte Observer" (name unknown to him),
A reporter for "Life Magazine" (name unknown to him),

A reporter for Unilted Press International (name -unknown to him);
A reporter for the "Washington Star" (name unknown to him), |

A Negro reporver for "Jet Magazine" (name unknovn to him).

9




i

NY 44-757

A radio announcer whose name and affiliation were unknown
to him, '

A negro reporter for a Negro magazine (name and affiliation
unknown to him),

In additibn to the above-listed reporters, b7C

nlso furnished the following list of reporters

Wno mignt possibly have witnessed the incidents at the
bus terminal in Jackson, Mississippl on May 24, 1961:

"Atlanta Constitution.”

Associated Press. photographer from Atlanta,

usbleld.
= Associated Press, Jackson, Mississippi. e
qusociated Press, Jackson, Mlssissippi. v
Associatéd Press, Montgomery, Alabama. q

Associated Press photographer from New
y ,Loulsiana.

Assoclated Press, Atlanta, Georgla,

ey

Unknowh'feporters from the "Montgomery Advertiser," "Memphils
Commercial Appeal,” "Jackson Dally News," "Jackson Clarion
Ledger" and "Jackson State Times,"

further advised that to his knowledge
all of the above-listed reporters are still in the Jackson,
Mississippl area.

b7C
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56)
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Dat6/6/61 .
Transmit the following in . PLAIN .,

(Type iin plain text or code) .

Vig AIRTEL .
(Priority or Method of Mailing)
________________________________________________ Lo
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI
AOM : SAC, NEW YORK (44-757)
- .
UBJECT: “CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY; P
"FREEDOM RIDERS" - JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
CY\OV\ CIVIL RIGHTS
Rerep of SA dated 5/29/61, at New York|
. and Bureau airtel to NY, 6/5/0I. L
LS
o , The Bureau, New Orleans and Mobile are requested to

delete the first line of page 7 of above-referenced report, as
it is a repeat of the last line of page 6 of above-referenced
report. NY copies of rerep have been co rected “

’}“j/

o
A{L \)NFORN\ AT
HERE\N
~ DATE
"/ -9k

V/

3/- Bureau (RM)
2 ~ New Orteans i g (aM)
2 - Mobile (RMZw

1 - New York ( ~757)
JJE:me \\
(9) > |

Per o iy

Approved: : Sent : M-
Specml Agent in Charge o \

" ;ﬂ)'a‘i-;‘j.;:; - BTN _‘.m?mk"
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WALT HORAN ‘B = © MEMBER:
s;ru'gl.sr. OF WASHINGTON 2 - APPROFRIATIONS
- i . Y <
- 1 SUBCOMMITTEES:
s’-~cO_\UNTl{E'y ’

—AGRICULTURE

ST e S Congress of the United States P e
e BHouse of Representatives |
Washington, B. €.

June 16, 1961

The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Sir:

One of my constituents has asked me to contact your
Bureau to determine whether or not any report has been filed
on the purpose of an organization known as the Council on

\%5\ Racial Equality. I would appreciate having full information
on this matter so that I can properly reply to my constituent/

Thank you. ‘ L(

(ijZijjerely,
b Walt Horan, M.C.
N T /«6
- $R9

S REDRMATION CONTAINED -
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

A DATEM»BYM% (99- 225892 35 7

A\ IU 5 ﬂﬁ’“ﬁ;
J\Elv\ﬁ‘yp /",’“'n" REC- 19 12 JuN 22 1961

- ./V'
] \J/ v — cTm— .
\ A?y/ @ A
4
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 “ .

- A < :

UNITED STAT!

Memorandum
TO : The Director DATE: /) // \/ /Z, /’7/;-' /ﬂ
FROM N. P. Callahan

T O

S
/

SUBJECT: The Congressional Record /E/‘;?[ FJ()/')} h ,z\;— /:!(;/

Page 743, seastor Javite, (i) New York, spoke emenhg the

[ violince in Alabams i connection with the burning of 3 bes and injury to person

| participating in ihs " Fresdom Riders” plam.  Ar. Javils compiendsd the
Attorney Cenerval lor stepping into the situation and ne (Jarits) included a telegrm
ke seat to Sttorney Ceneral Femnsdy. *7r, Javils stated I bepe very much that
those who arc guilty of violations of the law will be prosecoted. [ bope verr mw
tae country will take note of what these struggles nean and how they are attondec
3y vialénce, by persomal iajury, aad by disgrace to the ¢ood pame of the United
fiates throughout the world, I hope very inuch these ideas may also nave their

- &ﬁzzt upon the decent citisens of 1:¢ “tates in which thess terrible acte ar: takin

‘0 v

WP QL SSA qsa3en/ Gl

AL V"‘o”jm%n CONTAINED
hERE\N 15 UNCLASS!HED

DATE
IEA&%’\%; Spem Mg

Voo -AREE T4 -

‘NOT RECORDED.
102 gyr - 19s1-

O R R o R O =)

In the original of a memorcndum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional
yiecord for '/l/ /,/ //&/ was reviewed and pertinent items were
\ marked for the Dir ctor s attentlon This forer has been prepared in order that
; ortions of a copy of the orlqlnal memor dum may be clipped, mounted, and placed
i e matter files.
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6/28/61

To:  SACe, New York (101546)
!ashingtm ’inld (100~35588)

From: m:mh:-, I (100-325393)
5’@ | -
- mm.;uams | |

lﬂmirtcl 6/22/61 Y

Both offices sttempt to dctexuine uture of
the "march® planned for 7/4/61 in Washimgton, D. C., and
“immediately Mviae Buresu of any 1n£omtion developed. [{

3em\> %)L

N

M\ON CON
m\f_f 1

AL

WLM: ae o
G AL, ssh

Tolson
Belmont
Mohr
Callahan
Conrad
Delioach
.Evans
Malone .

Rosen 961
Sulllvdm N 2
Tavel .

Trotter _
:Tele Room

-[ngrum A
“ Gdndy . - MAIL RQOM
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10

g Tolson
Belmont
UN"(TED STATES GOVI@ENT ' e Catlaen
,]L o d o phkwE
, Memoranaum R f
(% ~ -

-

\

)

Trotter

i Tele. Room
+ Ingram
Gandy

TO : Mr. Belmont [Vﬂ DATE:  June 26, 1961 Tavel -

FROM A. Rose

SUBJECT: FREEBUS b7C
pof the

Congress oﬁ_Ranial_EnnaliI9J(CORE), has written a letter

concerning a-ire r who was arrested in

Jackson, Mississippi, 6/2/61. sets forth the :En.]..].m&.i.n.z__|

quotation.from a letter alleged to have been written by

to his wife on 6/4/61: '"The FBI, of course, is working more

against us than anything else -~ they were supposed to be protect-
ing us from the mobs - but they gave all information on us (after
checking it) to the Jackson police, They*told[::::::::}hat the

| people in his cell had very s (court martials, etc.) and
I guess you know the rest." expresses the hope that we
jwill investigate this allegation. i‘

CORE is a pacifist-type organization which has been for
some time involved in the movement to abolish racial discrimination
by nonviolent methods. It is playing a large part in the freedom
rider movement, ‘l

The | lentioned in letter is b7c

| _1white, who was also arrested as a
freedom rider in Jackson on 6/2/61. He obtained his release from
jail and indicated to the press that he was disillusioned with the
movement., He mentioned in particular the unfavorable backgrounds
and criminal records of some of the participants.

s has advised that no FBI representative has ¢
‘ talked to Information from our identification records is,
made available to the Jackson p011ce when ‘they send fingerprint /@/'
cards of those arrested to the Id tion Division. No other
information relative to Chatham, or other freedom riders
‘has been or is being furnished to the Jackson authorities, ' The
police, of course, do conduct interviews with freedom riders arrested.|

Enclosure ¢ Q. é C— 26—- 6/ &03 / P &?X;(‘f‘f7‘s - j//

FCW: JamB -{6\ %&c\ et e /;,_’,
N Aﬁ ‘FqOQRDMAﬁﬁN CONT AINED===== N 5 JuUN 28 193
Y HEREIN S UNCLASSIIED R ¥4

¥ J\TE% ymg iy

DOJUL S L5l




Memorandum to Mr. Belmont
b7C

ACTION

Under the circumstances, letter can best be
handled through a personal acknowledgment and the attached airtel
to New York instructs that he be contacted by the SAC or an ASAC.
He will be told that een completely misinformed by
Chatham's letter and[:f:ff:;rwas told nothing by the FBI. He will
also be told that we TUTnI1 and will continue to furnish criminal

information to duly constituted law enforcement agencies who are
entitled to such information. [t
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6/22/61

| CODE S |
. - WA PLAINTEAT PGF 7eZ
RADIOGRAM  DEFERRED fogisies g5 A QA
, DEFERR ﬁ-ﬁ«a«% > b7

(& TO: ALL SAcS
FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI | |
@wumzss OF RACIAL EQUALITY, DEMONSTRATIONS scnmum) AT FEDERAL
BUILDINGS, RM. REBURAD TO ALL OFFICES, :szmj TWENTYONE LAST. = AT E
A CORE MEETING IN WASHINGTON, D. C.,JUNE TWENTY LAST IT WAS ALLEGEDLY
STATED THAT FEDERAL BUILDINGS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY WILL BE PICKETED
JULY FOURTH NEXT BUT ONLY IF INTERSTATE COMMERCE: COMMISSION HAS NOT
ORDERED DESEGREGATION OF ALL INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES.
KEEP BUREAU CURRENTLY INFORMED OF ALL DEVELOPMENTS. U

gas7T_Cods7 ‘;J,E.-ié_ffffgé— e B
WIM:eem HP AA /;Q D/—- j
I VR s
NOTE: If contact missed; hold for next radio contact, but

send as deferred teletype if contact not made 5y
5:30 P.M., 6/22/61. L{ ‘ ,

VIA TELETYPE
~ Junggigel | REG-8
“Grozp pre |/ —

VIA RADIOGRAM
- JUN22 1961

]
: é MEREINIS UNCLAQS\
,,.%TEW,_BY;

le. Room

550l 3M;L135Ji{§&m
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June 29, 1961
CODE

verFenreer I radio contact missed, send by
deferred teletype.

|ON CONTAINED
Ssﬂaomu INFORMAT ]
9,329 HEREINIS UNCLAgé\?E p

FROM DIRECTOR FBI DAT
O {-7-90 ! '\W ép d
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY PAREN CORE CLOSE PARZK

TO ALL SACS

DEMONSTRATIONS SCHEDULED FOR JULY FOURTH, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE.
REBURAD TO ALL OFFICES JUNE TWENTY-ONE, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE
CAPTIONED vas CQRE DEMONSTRATIONS SCHEDULED AT FEDERAL
BUILDINGS Jm ﬁ'wgiwrr-munm NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE UNQUOTE AND
BURAD JUNE iwqgrfﬁszconn NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE CAPTIONED
QUOTE. CORE ﬁmommnor«s SCHEDULED AT FEDERAL BUILDINGS
UNQUOTE. monmnonnnncnrvzn INDICATES CORE CHAPTERS
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY MAY DEMONSTRATE AT FEDERAL BUILDINGS,
mnsronmnou FACILITIES AND/OR OTHER PLACES JULY FOURTH, |
NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, nANBH:lgt ACCORDANCE WITH BURAD Jpnm
TWENTY-ONE, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE. lgfc 22, LE6 -2 25 3 L

v

£AsT cods T / Ry,
WLM:ers 1Y ///\S N /{ ME ] repenne ouread B Mﬁ%ﬂoﬁ”‘ ' s
(5) L‘ﬁ ’g V U. S. DEPARTMENT OF lcE . 5"" £l e
roon 119 COMMUNICATIONS SE —&
Belnon 3= Waskington Field j«< " 4 , JUN _A;;{ 2
Callahan ] ' f’ T
o — VIA EAD ?G RAM | f LEDYBRoveo oy -
i Y NeB el O ey
Sullivan i /i , . ’ »3 ; ; (S RN T
ol 0 Ledsam gy |

Tele. Room

, . (T o
'\IL ROOM oTELETYPE UNIT (2] ML Wirsr pan - N /l) /V‘y
55 JuL6 198 oy PN G S/

Tl ;‘3 i3
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AR RV
A Lagmntioagt o 0 B aew)

DEFERRED 6-22-61 9-03 PM RAC

TO ALL SACS

FROM DIRECTOR P

CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY, DEMONSTRATIONS SCHEDULED AT FEDERAL
BUILDINGS, RMe REBURAD TO ALL OFFICES, JUNE TWENTYONE LAST. AT

A CORE MEETING IN WASHINGTON, D« C., JUNE TWENTY LAST IT WAS ALLEGEDLY
STATED THAT FEDERAL BUILDINGS THROUGHbUT THE COUNTRY WILL BE PICKETED
JULY FOURTH NEXT BUT ONLY IF INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION HAS NOT
ORDERED DESEGREGATION OF ALL INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES.
KEEP BUREAU CURRENTLY INFORMED OF ALL DEVELOPMENTS. L(

END AND ACK PLS

MP OK FBI MP RNP

NK OK FBI NK JPT i1 {MEDRMATION CQNTA\NED
ME OK FBI ME JUB HEREWQ‘UNCLﬁ;?ﬁ;;Bg&Q@SéL

DATE
TU AND DISC ’0'34\87 oF (%)ML
Q-15. 0 $5a9303en0/[Cr
aal, 34
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56)

FBI

Date: 6/28/61

Transmit the following in PLAIN
(Type in plain text or code)

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

e N

T0,~ : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-225892)
4 o CONTAINED

SUBJECT: CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITﬂhq‘E

RACTAL MATTERS 3 j’
| //\v/\@—y\/\ B-13-9b 5222}?039 béf“"gh“

[ ReWFOairtel to the Bureau, 6/26/61. L/ 29/ 94 g

On 6/28/61,
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), 36 Park Row, NYCU, advised
SA | that no plans have been formulated for
"Freedom Riders  to depart from NYC for the South for the
purpose of testing restaurants and airport facilities.

stated that there is a possibility that a
group of New Jersey CORE members and supporters will depart !
from Newark, NJ,on or about 7/14/61, for Memphis, Tennessee. b7C
However, no definite arrangements have been set up by this New
Jersey group as of this date.[&

stated that she would advise the NYO
in the event any rurther information concerning possible b7C
"Freedom Rides" from this area is receilved.

\N
497\
ST /
Jocr . H( : e T )
.3 - Bureau (100-225892) (RM) Pt
1 - Washington Field (100-35588) (INFO) (RM =
1 - Newark (INFO)*(EM) - .- ... wEL
1 - New York (100-79368). " °* ria 112
JDB:me o ,
(7) 55 b7C
N4
—
N

Approved:%}/ \ Sent M Per
. 7 '

R _ . . . o -
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FD-36 {Rev. 12-13-56)

FBI

Date: 6/28/61

Transmit the following in

Vi AIRTEL

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
{
|
|
|
(Type in plain text or code) ‘:
|
1
{Priority or Method of Mailing) I

\

TQ: DIRECTOR, FBI -4k \z % aAﬁa
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (157- 39}9@%@;& ﬁ(? %ﬁ’ﬂTNN%

1 \suBJEcT: FREEBUS HEREIN S UNCLASSIFYE Q%ﬁ@ A

) U.ATE BY ‘gﬁ 6 ; 1y

, /Q‘;IJ}CY\QW\ Rebuairtel 6/26/61 enclosing cop1e8s70f §e1etter to o

Director dated 6J/19/61 from| |
of the—tongress of Racial Equality. |

This is to advise that on the morning of 6/28/61

I:l was personally contacted by ASAC Norman H. McCabe, at which

time his letter to the Director was orally acknowledged. It was 17
pointed out to him that he had been completely misinformed and

that| |was told nothing by the FBI. [__|

[ was also advised that the FBI furnishes criminal information

to duly constituted law enforcement agencies who are entitled to

such information. (/( " ,

‘,3

seemed very apprec1at1ve of the ?act that the
Director had & representative personally call on hif, and 1nd1catedb7
that he felt at the time he wrote the Director t > i

plete information. During the conversation with
indicated that nothing has come to his attention to .
the Bureau's representatives were conducting themselvés 1mﬁtoper1y &
and, as a matter of fact, all of e informatipn coming to his
attention indicated that the Bure ' was acti /@gEspaggy,in this

case. . {:\‘ Q:
W ™ Ql
[/( v REC- 8 R
; RN
3 - Bureau Sy r
1 - New York¥(l 79303) (CORE) &L

1 - New York (152-391): G |

K,
5) {@\ Lo

,{4;' :‘, . ‘ F 5 =
VRN 1861 24 ,,«‘f" i
{j POV 13 :; l%"’s wi>
Approved: M Per Qz ‘q::“b

<
- Special Agent in Charge &
@
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June 30, 1961

REC 8 IERRVE 2, ,ﬁ/ ;/ ,.,,_, 4
FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 7
} _ CONGRESS OF RACIAL IQUALITY;AII. RE KY TEL DATED SIX DASH

(BSN)

£ S v
THMEE ZERO DASE ONE NINE SIX un, UNLESS YOU HAVE ALREADY
DONE ao, YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY ADVISE APPROPRIATE cITY,
COUNTY m surn OFFICIALS OF THE nmsmnw SCHEDULED
BY CORE FORJLY FOUR, ONE NIKE SIX OME. [/
FMF:ibm
5) .
w] |
W
. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
~ HEREINIS UNCLASSIFIED b
DATE_<74 g BY ¥~
19)>11 13 -
S.l2.96  SSRAYO3END[CsC
S9/,9a.9
grggne fnEa R N R il
t I Rl e
Sewont ATIONS. SEGTION
' g]:lhlzhan . - P ‘ uOMM.ﬁNlicN 3 O 1961
Delcach o ’ ‘
Evans e
iy - S S
§j}jg6mUL 121961 o o ' . y/ﬂ}p“‘
nfffﬁ? MAIL ROOM O TELETYPé oNIT




-AL(Be\L. 6<2-61) -~
M l'_"" . = . Tolson
& . - 4 ) Belmont
——_. Mohr
R . P ~Callahan
ES =2 3 | ’
- DECODE W PY

&l la-°r b L R9L339
'

| TN
=x Radio ALL\MFOR ’!{\cfi} CONTAINED

VEREINIS wfw IFIED O Teletype -

et

gh E _*;jgz%%%ﬂn
| T% Sraslea]

URGENF" 6-30-61

DIRECTOR AND SACS WASHINGTON FIELD AND LOS ANGELE

FROM SAC NEW YORK 301L15

C%BNGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY, RaCIAL MATTERS, OFFICE OF
ORIGIN; NEW YORK.RE WFO ATRTEL TO BUREAU JUNE 28, 1961
AND BUREAU RADJOGRAM JUNE 29, 1961. ON JUNE 29, 1961
CONGRESS OF
RACTAL EQUALTITY (LORE), jﬁ PARK RUW, NeW YURK CITY L
ADVISED THAT CORE DEMONSTRATIONS WiLL OCCUR OGN JULY ﬁ%mw%
1961, IN WASHINGTON, D.C., AND LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA,

AT INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION BUILDINGS LOCATED IN
BOTH THOSE CITIES, NO DEMONSTRATION PLANNED FOR NEW YORK
CITY. DEMONSTRATION IN WASHINGTON, D.C., WILL TAKE PLACE
FROM 11 AM'TO 1 PM ON JULY L, 1961. TIME OF DEMONSTRATION
IN LOS ANGELES UNKNOWN, NUMBER OF PARTIGLPANTS IN WASHINGTON
AND LOS ANGELES DEMONSTRATIONS UNKNOWN. HAD NO INFORMA-
TION OF OTHER CORE DEMONSTRATIONS SCHEDULED FOR JULY l, 1961,
AND ADVISED ADDITIONAL C ETAILS MIGHT BE OBTAINED BY CONTACT

WiTH IWASHINGTON, D.C., BRANCH OF £
CORE, AND CORE, 1818 SQUTH . . . 7/
SYCAMORE , TUS ANGELES: WFU ARD TUS ANGELES ATTEMPT . R

OBTAIN ADDITIONAL DETAILS AND ADVISE BURBAU. tf
REC-8 " UL B sl

RECEIVED: 11:16 AWM RADIO R B —
| 11:50 AM CODING UNIT MAL
' = £
2 CC = WASHINGTON FIELD | LA T ke Iy

N t"q“,‘.“i

If the intelligence contained in the above messa, to be di ated th ? 7 1
araphrased ?n order to protect the Bureau's cryp‘t:g‘rsaphwesy;‘::;gm od outside the Bureau, it is suggested ‘hét zf be suitably . hp"g
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s o5, DEPRTHENT OF Justice @ T

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
JUN 7 1961 //(/

TELELYPE

URGENT 6-30-61 8-05 PM RAC

TO SACS LOS ANGELES AND WASHINGTON FIELD

FROM DIRECTOR 1P

CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY, RM, RE NY TEL DATED SIX DASH
IHREE 7ERO DASH ONE NINE SIX ONE. UNLESS YOU HAVE ALREADY

DONE S0, YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY ADVISE APPROPRIATE CITY,
COUNTY AND STATE OFFICIALS OF THE DEMONSTRATION SCHEDULED
BY CORE FOR JULY FOUR, ONE NINE SIX ONE. ﬁ{

0-12-9¢ SSA9903DY .

o}%?N

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
REREIN |S UNCLASSIFIED
DATE BY 914/

I\ ot Ty

END AND ACK PLS
OK FBI LA KH




' ) . 4-528

W A25H 7 407, 409, $99. 40, 4H. S12.,
S, Y, 5]

" CHANGED T0

00 A58 5735 - 30
100 ZRFTE - 55 — /&
S0 2759 HT - T
/84-2A5578 -8 — &
/08 RASTZE-_24 - F, /)
182 ZXZII00~ 2 4D

4 /P9 HRITIR - 2P~ T
NOVI41966 ° ) i 25 -5/

Gd-gl




’ . 4-528

140 w2 sTh70- SIT, 418 #7420 A
Y22, 473

“ CHANGED TU

/00 - ZR5FTL~ F-

M9 R 2584 ﬂ~/’7
29 KRS8 -28- T
D AREI58 - s5 -5
D - ZREEFE - - /L.
MY -2 5PFH- 15 - &

D RR5F78- 47-T

NOV 141966
Dt gb-

ojalB? S?Wa? /
é-lﬁ\ W SS/Q?QOSQ‘:;?QL
29,929




OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
. ¥

UNITED STATES GOVEK..,
1

ur‘lmort
b j’/ k{hr
. / allahan
' Conmd ;:
bDeLoac

~ . R
- . Tolson __’L/_-___

T

Memorandum iz
norandy Y=
1O : Mr, Belmon? y pate: June 29, 1961 Sulivn ]
. \\'l’/y\‘ ) Trotter
‘ ) B Tele. Room
rrROM A, Rof»ép’ﬂ 7  Gea
| | s o s
(. susjEcr: FREEBUS ( () A / | :\\
/ YNOPSS O
One hundred zixty-four freedom riders arrested at Jackson, Mississippl;\ ;
since 5/24/61. Fifty-cight released on bond, four released after paying fines, T

one released withot: .. arges and one hundred one remain in custody.

Freecom Ride Coordinating Committee is opening office at Jackson
to provide bettar coordination of activities.

No corroboration has baen receivad regarding information previgusly
reported that 2000 freedom riders would al:egedly appear in Mississippi duging
week of 7/4/61. It wzs also alleged Mississippi officials plan to arrest any i
U. S. Marshals who n..v be used during this period. be
(MHSP),
said he had not heard rumors regarding plans to arrest U. S. Marshals. He
\added, "That is crazy, "

B7C

Jackson, has made discreet inquiry
and believes - —or started from > remark by who
spoke at |about two weeks ..ter freedom rices started, stated

fthat 2000 to 2560 freedom riders would come to and| |be1 leves

made the statement to obtzin publicity,

Scurces in New Orleans, including contacts in the Congress of Racial
Equality (CC%E) and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), have no information regarding any mass freedom ride.

A small grov: of freedom riders W111 travel frc,m Nashville to Jackson

sometime during the w. end of 7/1/61. | ) — 22 7 A 2.~
NOT RECORDED

CORE, New Orleans, nlzns a P93 30t agdigpe-hour demonstration 7/4/61.
- Marchers will carry placards to the offices oif Ilinois Central Railroad. Placards
will demand desegregation of travel famhtys—%y%&e—lﬁemtat ‘Commerce
Ccmmission (ICC), ©(&-96 -55ﬂq9°3 DD ?‘ E 9 "\?5\— Ve

ALL INFORAATIZ COTTAIN

1 - Mr. Mohr HERE‘N {S &g{CLASS\HED
1 - Mr, DeLoach, BY.s27/&)
1 - Mr. Evans Zh)

~ =

's . !
L2

« ,' ngi\l/ﬁrers (10)
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont

Other groups which may join with CORE in 7/4/61 demonstration at
New Orleans include Consumers League, N:..iCP, Negro fraternal organizations,
and possibly graduate chapters of Negro coliege fraternities. Local authorities
have been advised,

on the Mall at 11 AM, 7,</61. They will proceed te Judiciary Square with signs
protesting the arrest ¢ ‘reedom riders. The protest will be directed against

the states rather th..: he Fed.ral Government. Law enforcement and intelligence
agencies advised,

} Three hundred w.vizoers of CORE, Washington, D. C,, plan to assemble

b7C

Washington attorney and an official of Americans for
, Democratic Action. .13 been invited to speak at Judiciary Square 7/4/61
but has not indics... - zeher ce will do so.

b7cC

| |Washington, D. C. Chapter of CORE,
stated no Federal buildings in Washington will be picketed 7/4/61. He also said
CORE groups throughout the country plan to demonstrate 7/4/61, All offices
advised. .

b7C
” has recommanded to CORE nationg! headquarters that freedom

rides be discontinued. He beiieves fact of segregation in Southern transportation
facilities has been established and legal action should now be taken to effect
integration,

Washington, D. C. Chapter of CCRE will not sponsor future freedom
rides but . i1l devote its activities to housing matters in Washington, D, C.

& hearing has been scheduled U, S, District Court, Tallahassee
| 7/18/61 rezarding suit by three Negro ministers seeking to integrate the airport
| restaurant at Tallahassee,
ACTION:

A memorandum is being prepared for the Attorney General.




Memorandum for Mr. Belmont

DETAILS

One hundrec .::ty-four freedom riders have been arrested at Jackson
Mississippi, since 5/. :, §i. Fifty-eight have been released on bond, four
have been released after paying fines, one has been released without charges
being filed and one hundred one remain in custody.

piC

Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE), Jackson, Mississippi, acvised that as a result of the Freedom Ride
Coordinating Committee meeting which was held at Jackson 6/27/ 61, an office
is being opened in Jackson to provide better coordination for freedom-ride
activities. The office will be staffea by and three others whose identities
are not known to|:|at this time,

It has previously been reported that the Mississippi State Sovereignty
Commission allegedly wrote Lieutenant Governor Faul D. Johnson of Mississippi
to the effect “hat 2000 freedom riders from New Yorx and Chicago will appear
in all major cities in Mississippi during the week of 7/4/61. Information was
received in tais r2gard that all Mississippi State Police had been ordered to
remain in ¢ .ty stiies from 7/1/61 through 7/9/61. It was also alleged that
Mississipp: < ficiz.s »nlan to arrest any U. S. Marshals who may be used in
connection . i.: fr=._.om~ride activivies during this zeriod. G-2 has advised
that most Nationzi Guard units ir: i.orthern Mississippi have been ordered to
summer camp beginning 7/2/61.

Mississippi Highway Safety ®
Patrol (MHSP), advised on 6/258/61 that hehas received na jnformation concerning
the alleged freedom ride by 2000 people. also stated that all
MHSP patrolmen will be on duty from 7/1/81 through 7/4/61 as a traffic control
measure to reduce traffic fatalities over the holiday weekend. This is done
every year «s a matter of standard procedure.

With regard to the rumors that U, S. Marshals would be arrested

in Mississippi, said that he had not heard any such rumors b7C

and remarked, "That i ¢razy,

MIHSP, former Bureau

~gzent, advised that he hac received no information regarding the alleged mass
freedom ride and that such information would probasly have come to his attention
if developed through Mississippi State sources.

-3-




Memorandum for Mr, Belmont b7C

Jackson, Mississippi, advised
on 6/28/61 that the letter which the Mlss1ss1pp1 State Sovere1gnty Commission
repprtedly wrate to the Tdentenant Governor was based upon a rumor to the effect
that allegedly had stated that between 2000 and 2500
freedom riders would arrive in Mississippi during the week of 7/4/61. Pierce
said this information was apparently only a rumor. (Additional information from
appears on page 5.)
Bureau sources in New Orleans, including contacts in CORE and

the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP),

have no information indicating any mass freedom ride into Mississippi.
| ladvised on 6/28/61 that a small group of freedom riders will

travel from Nashville, Tennessee, to Jackson, Mississippi, sometime during
the weekend of 7/1/61. He had no further details at this time.:

New Orleans Chapter of CORE, . b7C
advised on 6/28/6: that CORE will demonstrate in New Orleans on 7/4/61.

They plan a demonstration between 10 AM and 11 AM with a parade from the

St. James A. M. &, Church to the offices of the Illinois Central Railroad.  The
marchers will carry placards supporting the freedor: riders and demanding [/{
desegregation of trave: facilities by the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC)

At least ten .nembers <) CORE will participate and they may be joined by
representatives of the Consumers League, the NAACP, Negro fraternal organi-
zations, and possibly graduate chapters of Negro college fraternities. Local
authorities have been advised.

b7C

Washington, D. C. Chapter, CORE,
adv1sed on 6728/ 61 that 300 Iocal members of CORE will assemble on the Mall
at 11 AM, 7/4/61. They will proceed to Judiciary Square, 5th and E Streets,
Northeast, carrying signs protesting the recent arrests of freedom riders int
South. The protest vl he divected 3o3inst the states rather than against the
Federal Government, Washington attorney and an official of
Americans for Democratic Action, has been invited to speak at Judiciary Squane
but has not indicated whether he will do so. Appropriate law enforcement and
intelligence agencies have been advised of the demonstration,

According to Hobson CORE groups throughout the country plan to
hold demonstrations on 7/4/61. The original plan for the Washington group
included a demonstration in front of the ICC but this was abandoned as Hobson felt
that it would be in poor taste tc demonstrate in front of a Federal building.

-4 -
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont b7C f

said that CORE members feel the Federal Government is
doing all in its power to promote racial equahty In this regard he made
reference to legal action being taken by the Department to integrate restaurants

in Louisiana. (All offices have been advised of CORE demonstratmns scheduled
for 7/4/ @l

commented that he has recommended to national headquarters 7c
of CORE that the freedom rides be discontinued because of a shortage of funds
and also because he feels that CORE has proven that segregation exists in
transportation facilities in Mississippi, Alabama and Florida. He believes that

legal action should now be taken in these states to effect integration of transportatipn

facilities. The Washington Chapter of CORE will not sponsor future freedom rides
and will devote its activities to housing matters in Washington, D, C.

b7C
Jackson, Mississippi, has now

adv1sed that as a resu.< oI discreet inquiries ne beheves that the rumors concerning
the 2000 freedom ric.»s originated in the following manner:

b7C

ield a meeting in Jackson in which hLe

made reterence to the freedom riders and said that 2000 or 2500 of them would
cone to Jackson. as not able to determine the exact date of this meeting
but said that it was about two weeks after the freedom rides had started. He is
of the opinion thatlzlwho uses an anticornmunist theme in his meetings,
made the statement to obtain publicity and that segregationists present at the
meeting may have been responsible for passing on the information.

It has praviously been reported that a suit was filed in U, S. District
Court, Tallahassee, Florida, on behalf of three Negro ministers seeking
1ntegrat10n of the airport restaurant at Tallahassee. A hearing has been scheduled
for 7/18/61 before U. S. District Judge G. Harrold Carswell.,

U
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